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Dear parents and friends of the school,  
 

Brr!... The first of the autumn frosts has been experienced and it was, for 
many of us, a shock to the system! How quickly the leaves are being shrugged 
off the trees but… what fun for the children who have returned with boundless 
energy. I knew that Lara and Beth (pictured right) especially loved filling up 
the compost bins with the leaves that had been brushed up and collected     
during the lunchtimes. I know that Mrs McKeown (often known as Mrs Mac) 
was so proud of how well the children worked together and had so much fun 
doing so! (see page 6 for more photos.) 
 

Equally, though, I have been so proud of your children: especially with their attitude and        
attention in their lessons and in their assemblies. My time has been well spent enjoying reading with 
children again: my focus is again on talking about the choice of words that authors use so that I can be 
absolutely sure that they have an excellent understanding of what they are reading. It might be worth 
doing the same when you read with your child. The phrase that I enjoyed with my group of Yr6s this 
week was ‘standing like sentries.’ We then explored how this simile could be used in different story 
contexts and genre. I am also now taking the opportunity to also monitor the guided reading provision 
around the school in addition to being part of the provision: great fun for me. 
 

I mentioned that the children were so attentive in the assemblies… held to mark November as a 
month of Remembrance starting with All Hallows/All Saints Day. How the equivalent (Dia de los 
Muertos) is being celebrated in Mexico and in some other Spanish-speaking countries in South    
America was also explored as so many have clearly loved watching Disney’s Coco in the past! Knowing 
more about my own past family has become more and more important as I have grown older and so, I 
do hope that such conversations about your families are shared with your children too. How can they 
remember if they don’t really know? 
 

Poppies and selected merchandise from the Royal British Legion is again being sold every day 
here at school. Some of our Yr6s are taking great delight in assuming this new role. Do look out 
for them each morning and at the end of the day but be warned… stocks are limited! 
 

Remembrance Sunday will be marked on November 14th with the whole  
community invited to join us and the War Memorial Committee at the War  

Memorial at 10.45am. Wrap up: it is cold as it is very much an outdoor event! 
 

I very much look forward to seeing many of you this evening for the return of the Village      
Bonfire - a huge partnership between our PTA and great friends of this school. Wrap up warm and 
enjoy the fun!  
 

John Brine            
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I’m afraid that the Covid virus is still very much in our community and for some, it is still  
hitting hard. We send all affected families our warmest wishes.  

Clearly it means that some children are not able to come to school and are having to access home 
learning again as set by class teachers on Google Classroom.  

It also means that we are often scrambling to ensure that we meet our staffing needs, however I am 
reluctant to run the school as if everything is normal. It simply isn’t: if someone is off with Covid, I 
have to find cover for a minimum of 10 days - something that would is impossible to do if we were 

to have multiple infections.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/StLawrencePrimarySchool/
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Diwali was marked with the making of Diwali Lamps in Yr4, artwork, displays and fun in Little 
Lawrences, greetings to many across the school and rather lovely sweets in the staff room      

courtesy of Khushbu Keserwani. Light is such a symbol and very much worth celebrating! See 
more on Page 4. We all wish Khushbu much happiness in her new adventures. 
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What a great opportunity to get some exercise! Please join the team 
from 9am on Saturday morning for the big bonfire clear-up -       

everyone welcome and all help greatly appreciated. 
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In Little Lawrences yesterday, we      
celebrated Diwali, with Khushbu and 
Krishaana sharing this very special   

celebration of lights with us. We have 
made Rangoli pictures and Diva lamps 
and learned about the Gods. Thank you 
so much, Khushbu and Krishaana, for 

teaching us about Diwali!  

Reception class enjoyed a lovely outing to Church Leys Farm this 
morning. Many thanks to our parent helpers for their very kind 

support, which is greatly appreciated.  
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Congratulations, Ryan! He did brilliantly in a  
recent gymnastics competition in Newcastle: 

Ryan (Yr 5)won 2 golds (floor and vault) and 5 
silver (pommel, high bar, rings, parallel bars 

and overall). And Lilly (Yr 5) has recently won 
U16 Junior Rider of the Year, which is an    

amazing achievement! Very well done to you 
both: we are so proud of you, and we know your 

families are too!  

 

We’re always delighted to celebrate the children’s 
achievements in assembly and in the pages of the School 
Journal, so please do send in awards, details and photos 
by the end of any Thursday and we’d love to share them 

with the school community. 

 

We’re so delighted to have welcomed our new 
violin teacher, Miss Phoebe Hewitt, to St             

Lawrence’s. She has seven pupils already,    
ranging in age from Year 2 up to Year 6! It’s 
wonderful to be able to offer string lessons 

again and we look forward to seeing these new 
violin pupils blossom and develop as musicians. 

Hopefully orchestra members of the future!  

 

We are so fortunate to have Bob and 
his farm on our doorstep!  



School Governor News 
 

The Governors are delighted to advise that the vacancies for Staff, Parent and Foundation Governor 
all received applications. Ed Shillitoe (pictured below left) has been appointed as Staff           
Governor, and the Governors would like to thank previous Staff Governor, Anne Coombe, for her  
input, time, and dedication. The Governors also wish to thank previous Parent Governor, Matt Little, 
for his involvement as Parent Governor, and wish to welcome Kelly Raymont-Osman (pictured be-
low centre) as the new Parent Governor. Kelly has a daughter, Evelyn, in Reception and she is "keen 
to support the staff so that they can continue to do a fantastic job". The Governors are delighted to   
welcome Ruth Cook (pictured below right) as our new Foundation Governor; many of you will al-
ready know Ruth who has children Jack, George, Harvey and Sophie in Year 2, Year 1 and Little Law-
rences. The Governors meet monthly and are responsible for the strategic direction of the School, as 
well as supporting the Head and staff in curriculum matters. Should any parent have any matter that 
they wish to raise with the Governors, they can contact any one of the Governors via the school     
office, or Felicity Conway, clerk to the Governors, on governors@stlawrenceprimaryschoool.co.uk 

 

Crunchy leaves that will 
make great compost: they 

just couldn’t leaf them 
alone!! 

I’d also like to take the opportunity to welcome Mrs Janet Heritage to the school who will be 
working in the Yr3 team.  It means that Mrs Karen Moss can provide more pastoral support:   

something that we know will help more children be able to feel good about themselves and how 
they manage emotions and challenges so as to be ready to learn. Mrs Mandy Brown (and it has 

been her birthday this week) has expanded her role and is working in Reception every afternoon 
and lunchtime: we are delighted!! 
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We are delighted to announce     
today’s Stars of the Week!  

 
 

 
Little Lawrences: Maisie is doing really well in Little Lawrences. This week she has amazed 
the adults with her listening and focusing skills during carpet time, where Maisie is keen to 
help the adults by showing the other children what they need to do. Maisie has also began to 
become more vocal and Maria has especially loved their conversations.  
 

Reception: Emrys (pictured top right) has had a great week! He is Mrs 
George’s Star this week for amazing listening, kind sharing and great 
reading. 
 

Yr1: Rose has consistently worked hard this week. She is going from 
strength to strength and has a brilliant 'give it a try' attitude, even 
when it seems tough! Well done, Rose! You are a true star.  
 

Yr2: Elise has worked really hard this week. It has been lovely to see 
her persevering in maths even when she finds it tricky. This has led to 
some great successes. Elise is also really keen in her writing, often 
completing extra sentences without being asked.  
 

Yr3: Gracie has had an amazing week. She has been storming through 
all the maths problems she has been set, with an AMAZING four pages 
of work yesterday! It has been lovely to see her take so much pride and 
perseverance in her work, which has clearly translated into loads of 
progress. A fabulous addition to our class.  
 

Yr4: Oscar tries his best in all of his lessons and his confidence, skills 
and understanding of his lessons have grown superbly. It has been 
wonderful watching him tackle science experiments, Diwali             
comprehensions and maths calculations with determination, positivity 
and pride.  
 

Yr5: Holly (pictured centre right) is our first star of the week for this 
half term! Well done, Holly - you have impressed Mr Snook with your 
consistently brilliant intonation and commitment to character when 
reading, and you have wowed Mrs Coombe with your fabulous          
geography and independent DT frog design. We are very proud of you!  
 

Yr6: Toby (pictured bottom right) has impressed Miss Todd and Mr 
Shillitoe so much this week with his maturity and attitude to learning 
both in school and at home. He consistently completes homework on 
time to the highest standard and is always working hard. Toby is eager 
to develop his skills and be the best that he can be. He acts upon     
feedback positively and with a can-do attitude!  
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Bronze Awards today go to: Tansie, Bradley, Charlotte, Arlie, Mollie, Ben, Louis, 
Gracie (Yr 3), Leo, Austin, Imogen and Oscar (Yr 4), Leo, Millie (Yr 5), Carerra, Isaac 

and Isabella (Yr 6). Well done to you all! 



 

There is also a men’s equivalent called MENtalk, which is a free, fun and welcoming project using 
sports and physical activities. These are combined with mental health workshops and socialising 
opportunities in a sports facility setting. Have a look at https://www.ccfc.co.uk/community for 

more information about MENtalk and WOMENtalk. 
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Tuesday 9th November: Online Parent meetings. 

Wednesday  
10th November: 

Online Parent meetings (continued) 

Thursday  
11th November 

Remembrance Assembly lead by the assembly planning 
group with Mrs Rose followed by 2 minutes of silence. 

Sunday 14th November: 
10:45am 

War Memorial 

Remembrance Service at the War  Memorial: involving the 
prefects, selected members of the school orchestra and all 
who can attend. 

Wk beg 22nd November Art Week 

Tuesday 23rd November: Yr5 Islamic experience Trip 

Wednesday  
1st December 

Yr6 Islamic experience Trip 

Wk beg. November 22nd:  Christmas Art Week for the whole school on the theme of 
‘Starbird’. 

Thursday 9th December:  The Little Lawrences and Reception Nativities - either live or as a 
video release. 

Monday 13th December 
(am):  

Christmas Church Service with carols.  

Monday 13th December 
(pm): 

Year 1&2 Nativity (Covid rates and approval dependent) 

Tuesday 14th December 
(6pm) 

Year 1&2 Nativity or video release. 

Wednesday 15th December Christmas Dinner for Little Lawrences, Reception and Yrs1&2 
with a visit from Father Christmas - a deliverer of Christmas Wish-
es 

Thursday 16th December Christmas Dinner for Yrs3, 4, 5 & 6 with a visit from Father 
Christmas - a deliverer of Christmas Wishes 

Friday 17th December - 
(9am) 

Head teachers Merit Assembly for Reception, Yr1 and Yr2. 

Friday 17th December - 
(2:15pm) 

Head teachers Merit Assembly for Yr3, 4, 5 & 6. 

Friday 17th December - 
(3:20pm) 

The end of the Autumn Term 

New - Christmas Dates 

 

PTA: Autumn Term Dates for the Diary 

School Dates for the diary! 

Wednesday 1st December Christmas Wreath-Making 

Saturday 4th December Christmas Fun 

Every Friday Class Cake Sales!! 


