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Dear parents, carers and friends of the school, 
 

It really has been a week of just getting everything ‘done’ but as ever… 
‘done’ with a smile and ‘done’ with a sense of purpose. I rather like weeks like 
these especially knowing that there are treats around the corner with Advent 
officially starting this coming Sunday! 
 

It has been a week of sport… right across the school with some lovely PE in the hall again with the 
Reception children, to some fine PE with Mr Carl for all in Year 1 and 2, to some competition matches 
for our eldest children against St James’s (see p5). Swimming, netball, cross country, dodgeball, bas-
ketball and of course Tag Rugby and football… all enjoyed at some point in the week by children 
across the school. 
 

Of course it has been another week of progress and learning in the classroom. I especially      
enjoyed reading with a lovely table of Year 2 children and a bunch of the most enthusiastic Year 3  
children that you’ll ever find! I was most impressed with not only their decoding but also their       
comprehension: confidently retrieving basic information but also beginning to infer meaning: just 
what I was looking for! I have also had to break into my collection of Christmas Head teacher stickers 
rather earlier than anticipated, as I have been inundated by writing excellence from not only Year 2 
again (as last week) but by our Year 1 children. The progress since September has been                   
transformational. This can only be a good thing as our teachers have now started on the end of term 
assessments! 
 

More good news:  
 A new audio system has been ordered and is to be installed in time for the Year 1&2 Christmas 

performances. It has been funded by Rosie’s Music Trust… a local music charity that has done 
much to promote music at the school in the past ten years plus!   

 The gushing compliments received from the Islamic Experience are testament to the                 
engagement and behaviour of our fine Year 5 class! 

 The Christmas tree for the hall has been delivered this afternoon as donated by the Sabine    
family of Lower Shuckburgh. Their trees have lit up our hall for well over 15 years… and their 
logs keep my house nice and toasty too! 

 Marion has delivered us one of her very special Advent Wreaths (pictured above). 
 The PTA has awarded £60 for each class for their Christmas Wishes to be delivered by… 

the big man in red himself! 
 We have a Christingle Service planned in St Lawrence Church on Wednesday 1st December at 

6.30pm. All are welcome to join us for this special celebration of  Christ as the Light of the 
World. 

 The Tooty Flutey group has really, really grown and has come up with an amazing three-part 
version of Jingle Bells. They hope to perform this at Festive Fun on December 4th. 

 

And finally… the author Sharon King-Chai is in school all day on Monday to deliver reading and 
illustration workshops to all children from Reception upwards: a fine way to start the Advent season! 
 

A Christmas parade next Tuesday, rehearsals for the nativities, Festive Fun at school next Saturday 
and a hall filled with decorations and Christmas art to look forward to…? Ah yes… Christmas at St          
Lawrence’s really is just around the corner. For the full programme, turn to p10. 
 

Wrap up warm this weekend… a seasonal blast is expected to really get us all in the mood!     J Brine 
 

Advent officially starts this Sunday as is marked in Purple. 
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Mrs Coombe and Mr Snook, along with three parent helpers, took the Year 5s to the Ghamkol Sharif 
Mosque earlier this week, followed by a tour round the Islamic Exhibition in Small Heath,                 

Birmingham. The children were very well behaved, respectful and inquisitive and one of the parent 
helpers kindly let us know that the children were so well-mannered and a credit to the school and 
their teachers. Many thanks to Mrs Coombe, Mr Snook and the parent helpers for leading the visit 

and giving the children this wonderful opportunity to learn about Islam.
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Christmas is coming…. and there is plenty to look forward to. Here are the details 
of the forthcoming proposed productions: 
 

 Rec/Little Lawrences - This will be a filmed event that includes all the children together and 
in different scenes. 

 Year 1: A live performance of This is the Star will be held for up to two people from 
each child’s family on Monday 13th December at 2:15pm.  

 Year 2: A live performance of the same play will be held. Again for two people from 
each child’s family on Tuesday 14th December at 6pm. 

 

We are prioritising Years 1 and 2 as they have not been able to perform on stage for so long. These 
children will have their performances filmed in front of their peers in KS1 and Reception so that 
other relatives can enjoy this festive moment. Tickets will be made available soon but please note 
that evidence of an LFT test taken within 48 hours of the performance will be needed as it is for all 
staff who work in the school. Entry will be via the outside hall door. 

 

Numbers viewing will be limited for obvious reasons and 
may be cancelled at short notice. 

We foster a love of reading young in Little Lawrences! Annabel, Carole, Maria and 
Gemma have been sharing lots of stories with the children this week. It’s been 

wonderful to welcome Carole (pictured top right) to the St Lawrence family this 
term and she has made a real impact in the short time she’s been with us.  
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A reminder to Reception and Year 6 parents  
 

Just a reminder that Reception and Year 6 pupils will be having their heights and 
weights measured on Tuesday 30th November by the Connect for Health team, 
and all parents of pupils in those two year groups will have received an email and 
information letter giving all the necessary details.  
 
Additionally, the Year 6 pupils have been invited to take part in an online health 
questionnaire, which will take place on the same day. Year 6 parents have also 
been emailed details of this initiative.  
 
You are entitled to opt out of this programme so if you’d prefer your child not to take 
part, please contact Connect for Health on 03300 245 204 or 
email connectforhealth@compass-uk.org. Please don’t contact us in the office if 
you’d prefer to opt your child out of either programme, as we are only hosting the 
Connect for Health team and not handling the administrative side of things on this 
occasion. 
 

If at any stage in the process you have concerns or want further information, please 
contact Connect for Health directly. Thank you. 

 

 Year 3 started the week by collecting adjectives found on 
the school field. They aim to include these in their leaflets 

to protect the school field's environment. A beautiful        
autumn day… and can you spot the photographer?!  

mailto:connectforhealth@compass-uk.org


 
Mr Shillitoe writes: Monday’s 
football match away at St James’s 
got off to a fantastic start with The 
Saints dominating possession 
across the pitch. Dom seized the 
opportunity of an  early corner, 
finding space at the last moment to 
flick the ball into the back of the net 
before the opposition defenders or 
goal keeper had even moved.      
Despite continuing to maintain  
possession of the ball and some 
fantastic first match performances 
from both of the Joshes, St James showed confidence on the small pitch and managed to get the ball 
beyond The Saints’ defence leaving the scores level at half time. With it all to play for, The Saints 
went on the offensive, determined to put themselves back in the lead. The Saints struggled to find 
space in the right areas and, despite some very close chances from Isaac and Adrian, didn’t manage 
to add to their total. Mia, Harvey and goalkeeper Aaron fended off the St James attacks with great 
resilience but sadly, two breakaway goals from St James left the score 1 - 3. The Saints left somewhat 
disappointed but proud of their efforts on a pitch that they weren’t used to. Some areas of defending 
to work on during Mondays training before our next match away on the 13th December against 
Long Itchington!  
 

And Mrs Monk writes: I 
was so proud to accompany 
the netball team for their 
first match against Southam 
St James. The teamwork and 
support for each other was 
fantastic. Unfortunately, the 
result didn't go our way this 
time and we lost 6-3.      
However, with the              
determination shown I'm 
sure some wins will soon 
come our way! Many thanks 
to the parents who drove 
the children over and             
supported both teams. 
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Brownie Post is back!  
 

There’s a post box outside 
the front entrance of 

school (pictured right) for 
you to drop locally-
addressed cards for       

delivery by the Brownies. 
The box will be outside 

school until 8th               
December. 
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 Christmas Dress-Up Day is on Thursday 2nd December, and all children are welcome 
to wear festive clothing on that day in exchange for a coloured prize. Please send your child 
into school with a hamper contribution (see photos below of last year’s hampers for           
inspiration), depending upon which class they’re in - details are above!  

 Everyone is welcome at Festive Fun on Saturday 4th December! Santa’s Grotto is now sold 
out but there will be plenty of other lovely activities to take part in so please do come along. 
Santa slots will be confirmed next week, so please look out for an email if you’ve already 
booked!  

 Orchestra members are invited to bring their instrument to Festive Fun on the 4th 
and join in with the community singing at 6pm. 

 We would be so grateful for adult and Year 6 helpers on the 4th. There’s a Google Form at-
tached to the email sent with this School Journal, so please sign up if  you’re able to offer any 
help with setting up or clearing away afterwards. Parents and guardians of Year 6 children 
can sign them up here.   

 Many of you will remember last year’s Star Trail, which many households in Napton took 
part in by decorating their houses with beautiful star lights and decorations. This will be  
happening again this year at the same time as Festive Fun, so come and buy a drink and a 
trail sheet, enjoy a stroll round the village and please do come back and join us for carol 
singing on the KS2 yard at 6pm!  

 We would be so grateful if you could bake for Festive Fun (or contribute something bought - 
it’ll be much appreciated either way!) so if you can help, please bring baked goods to school 
on Friday 3rd December. Thank you so much!  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfx9lBpG3lsPouI3eVs11FPIJ8_jvbxllt3xtC6mrQN175rog/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSchp_Jvx2NirnB6KD0JOPnr5pZyxEAnoKkEzTOZiFnI-OqJdw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Is your child keen to try a brass                 

instrument? We have 2 spaces still      
available with Mrs Pugh. Lessons cost 
£80 a term (and are half price for FSM          

children). Please let us know in the office 
if you'd like to join the growing group of 

brass players at St Lawrence's!  

 

Congratulations to Wilfred (Year 1), who was 
the overall winner of the Tiny Tots Gymkhana, 

and his sister Imogen (LLs) who was the highest 
placed youngest rider! 

What a lovely lot of   
swimming certificates! 
Bryn (Year 2, Stage 4 

and Rainbow Distance),   
Bradley (Year 3,       

Rainbow Distance) and 
Sophie (Year 4, Stage 5 
and   Rainbow Distance) 
have all been awarded           

certificates and badges in 
assembly today. Well 

done to you all!  

Alessa (Year 4) has been awarded a British Gymnastics bronze medal in Hand Held Apparatus AND 
best all-round gymnast of the week medal at LWGC! Millie (Year 5, pictured above right) has received a   

certificate of excellence from Taking the Reins, which is a pioneering project which uses Equine Facilitated 
Learning to assist a wide range of children. Leah (Year 5) has been awarded her white/red belt in karate, 

and Molly (Year 6) has been awarded her orange belt! Very well done to you all!  

We just had to share this 
cheerful photo of Alfie 

(Year 2, left), who’s a very 
valued member of 
Southam United!  



We are delighted to announce     
today’s Stars of the Week!  

 
 

 
Little Lawrences: Maybel is growing in confidence with every session she attends at Little Law-
rences. This week she has came into school with a huge smile on her face and has been busy playing 
with her friends, this growth in confidence has made all the adults so proud of her. Well done, 
Maybel! 
 
Reception: Daizy (pictured right) is Mrs George’s Star this week for kindness, 
being a really great friend and participating really well! 
 
Yr1: Iona has pushed herself to achieve the very best in her phonics and writ-
ing. Her writing is a joy to read. She includes such detail and has worked so 
hard to produce interesting work. We are in awe of how Iona has progressed! 
Well done Iona! 
  
Yr2: Florrie has had a great week. She has really embraced written subtrac-
tion in maths and enjoyed challenging herself. She has also produced some 
lovely writing. It has been lovely to see her demonstrating her eagerness to 
learn by being ready to work on the carpet and at the table. She also showed a mature attitude dur-
ing our preparations for the Nativity.  
 
Yr3: Bella has shown me some amazing progress in maths this week. It has been an absolute pleas-
ure to observe her confidently understand all the new multiplication concepts this week. As a result, 
she has been consistently beaming with smiles and pride over her obvious achievements. I’m really 
looking forward to seeing further growth.  
 
Yr4: William has made outstanding progress in all subjects but in particular reading, writing and 
maths. His punctuation and grammar show super focus and increased attention to details. His fluen-
cy and perimeter work show good multiplication and division understanding. He remains alert, en-
thusiastic and positive when tackling all challenges set and is a brilliant team player to work with. 
 
Yr5: Our star of the week this week is Harriet! This week we were most impressed with the attitude 
and behaviour of all pupils who attended our trip to Birmingham's Ghamkol Sharif Mosque and Is-
lamic Experience Exhibition. However, Harriet really stood out. She approached the whole experi-
ence with a brilliant learning mindset, asking pertinent questions, and being brave enough to talk to 
exhibition instructors about what she had learned, and what she 
wanted to learn next. She was also very responsible in guiding her 
group and assisting the adults who were in charge of the trip. It was 
brilliant to see her making the most of the experience. Well done 
Harriet!  
 
Yr6: Jake has inspired many within the class with his fantastic en-
thusiasm for science and excellent scientific knowledge. He has 
shared his love by passing on information, supporting the learning 
of others and quite often even extends the learning that happens in 
class.  
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Bronze Awards today go to: Reuben (Rec), Oscar (Yr2), Jake, Archie (Yr4), Heidi (Yr5) and 
Annie (Yr6). Silver Awards today go to: Ida, Reina, Evelyn, Arlo, Henry and Niamh (Rec) 
Alexander, Willow, Ava, Amy, Jaxon, Billie-Jo, Iona, Rose (Year 1) Rose (Year 2), Alessa,  

Cicely, Isla S and William (Yr4) and Isaac (Yr6). 



 

Wow, what an amazing result! £4337 raised for local causes at Bonfire Night 2021. It would never have 
happened without the hard work of so many and our grateful thanks go to: 

- our hosts at Manor Farm 
- to all those involved in wood collection and who donated wood; 
- our food vendors and stall holders who kept us fed and watered; 
- all those who provided us with stock and equipment for the event; 
- our parking marshalls and those who let us use their facilities for parking; 
- our fireworks team who put on such a safe and spectacular display; 
- those who manned stalls and the gate on the night; 
- the litter pickers and those who helped clear up the next day; 
- and all those behind the scenes whose essential work goes unseen. 

Thank you so much! Bonfire Night would not have happened without you. 
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Monday 29th November Author/Illustrator - Sharon King-Chai workshops for all 
children followed by book signing. 

Wednesday  
1st December 

Yr6 Islamic experience Trip 

Wednesday  
1st December—6:30pm. 

Christingle Service at St Lawrence Church - a beautiful 
service around the theme of light - much enjoyed by so many 
annually and featuring our brownies and our musicians. 

Thursday 
2nd December 

Christmas Dress Up Day (non-uniform and details to fol-
low) 

Monday 13th December Yr6 Football Match v Long Itch (away) 

Wednesday   
15th December  

Maths World Cup - details on first page. 

Thursday 15th December Yr6 Football Match v Bish Itch (home) 

Monday November 29th:  Christmas Art Week for the whole school on the theme of 
‘Starbird’. 

Thursday 9th December:  The Little Lawrences and Reception Nativities - as a video release. 

Monday 13th December 
(am):  

Christmas Church Service with carols.  

Monday 13th December 
(pm): 

Year 1 Nativity Live Show (Covid rates and approval dependent) 

Tuesday 14th December 
(6pm) 

Year 2 Nativity Live Show. (Covid rates and approval dependent) 

Wednesday 15th December Christmas Dinner for Little Lawrences, Reception and Yrs1&2 
with a visit from Father Christmas - a deliverer of Christmas  
Wishes 

Thursday 16th December Christmas Dinner for Yrs 3, 4, 5 & 6 with a visit from Father 
Christmas - a deliverer of Christmas Wishes 

Friday 17th December - 
(9am) 

Head teacher’s Merit Assembly for Reception, Yr1 and Yr2. 

Friday 17th December - 
(2:15pm) 

Head teacher’s Merit Assembly for Yr3, 4, 5 & 6. 

Friday 17th December - 
(3:20pm) 

The end of the Autumn Term 

Christmas Dates - note adjustments 

 

PTA: Autumn Term Dates for the Diary 

School Dates for the diary! (incl more new dates) 

Wednesday 1st December Christmas Wreath-Making 

Saturday 4th December Christmas Fun - music, rides, grotto and ….. 

Every Friday Class Cake Sales!! 


