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Dear parents, carers and friends of the school, 
 

In a week of beautiful mornings and an eye-catching moon in the  
evenings, it been really rather lovely to see all working so hard, all  
getting really involved and …. have our beautiful Reception class join our 
Yr1 and Yr2 classes for assemblies. These assemblies have seen lots of interaction, lots of chat 
as well as lots of time for thinking.  
 

During these assemblies, we took a look at a key message from just one story: that we are lights in the 
world, to bring joy and happiness to all those that we are with. Just as we recognised in Diwali, light 
has such a symbolic significance in Christianity: it literally brightens up our days. 
 

We also took the time to look at the Bible itself and compared it to a library full of stories, songs and 
lesson plans (letters). The children were fascinated by the number of books (66) and how they were 
divided into Chapters (1,189) and Verses or sentences (31,101). In fact, we decided to look at the big-
gest numbers in the world as we discovered that there were 3,566,480 letters in a complete Bible… 
brilliant but as Esme in Reception pointed out… a trillion is an even bigger number!! 
 

Leading assemblies with such engaging children is such a joy… and having parents of those who 
are awarded ‘Star of the Week’ is great too! (see pg11 for this week’s stars) 
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How quickly the nights are already drawing in, with just enough time to squeeze in those af-
ter-school club opportunities for so many children to get involved with! It probably means rather 
more time for children online, and therefore my mind has turned to the need to re-emphasise 
the importance of online safety: a big part of safeguarding. 
 

 The school curriculum has online safety as a significant part of both the computing and 
PSHE lessons as you might recall from the curriculum lessons, but… ultimately… at 
home… your own measures are needed like never before. 

  

 The age restrictions for most social media platforms, including TikTok, are 13 for a rea-
son although we are very aware that many children are accessing it. The attached docu-
ment gives guidance to all parents on safeguards that you should implement with your chil-
dren for these and other platforms including Instagram. 

 

 Chatrooms are also being accessed by some children and this can lead to a whole host 
of safeguarding worries from online bullying to the risk of grooming. I know just mentioning 
this can make you shudder! The 4 big internet providers in the UK – BT, Sky, TalkTalk and Vir-
gin Media – provide their customers with free parental controls which can be activated at any 
time, and these are a really useful tool in preventing children accessing inappropriate content, 
though nothing can be considered completely watertight. They have come together to produce 
these helpful video guides to help you to download and set-up the controls offered by your 
provider, so do have a look and consider installing broadband filters at home.  

 

Filter settings need to be switched on!  
I have therefore shared with you overleaf three pieces of advice that you might find helpful. 

Get ready for the next round of the Maths World Cup! (Wednesday 15th Dec) 

 
 Yr1 Yr2 Yr3 Yr4 Yr5/6 

Autumn 1.2 
Number bonds for each num-

ber to 6 x2 x3 x6 x3 
x6 x60 x0.6 

https://www.facebook.com/StLawrencePrimarySchool/


Following on from the previous page, I’d like to share with you three pieces of 
advice that you might find helpful. 
  

1) Ensure that your children (of primary age) access online content in communal areas 
of the house: in the kitchen, in the lounge or where you are able to oversee easily. The 
bonus is that it can lead to discussions and chats and a sense of online partnership! 

  

2) And perfect timing as many start thinking about Christmas presents… have the devices 
such as phones and tablets registered to your name and not your children so 
they require your permission to download new apps and make purchases.  You are then 
able to remotely know what apps and history is being accessed. I did this… and was able to say 
yes to all sorts of apps (especially the free ones) having spoken about them or checked them 
out. I remember once I got an alert for one download and my expression of disappointment 
was enough to do the trick. After all, isn’t it normal for children to ask permission to buy 
something from the shop before saying yes? The build-up of trust and openness about what is 
being streamed or downloaded has most definitely helped. It built a great attitude of trust and 
openness that has paid dividends later in life when social media’s less pleasant side is on show 
and when you are confident that your child really does appreciate both the opportunities and 
dangers. 
 

3) When issues occur – talk with your child about them. It is so tempting (from experi-
ence) to jump to conclusions but a supportive dialogue builds on my second piece of advice.  

  

Since the pandemic, online presence has grown immensely: this can be a beautiful thing but when 
we are ever–alert to the dangers, we can be ready to support before it has all got out of hand. We’ll 
share more thoughts and advice in the weeks and months to come both with the children in school 
and to yourselves.  

Thank you for taking the time to reading: it might just make all the difference.      John Brine 
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Year 1 have been learning how to use the school laptops for the first time!  

Christmas is coming…. and as you can see from the dates on Pg15, there is plenty 
to look forward to. Here are the details of the forthcoming proposed productions: 

 Rec/Little Lawrences - This will be a filmed event that includes all the children together and 
in different scenes. 

 Year1: A live performance of ‘This is the Star’ will be held for up to two people from each 
child’s family on Monday 13th December at 2:15pm.  

 Year2: A live performance of the same play will be held. Again for two people from each 
child’s family on Tuesday 14th December at 6pm. 

 

We are prioritising Year 1 and 2 as they have not been able to perform on stage for so long. These 
children will have their performances filmed in front a warm up performance in front of their peers 
in KS1 and Reception so that other relatives can enjoy this festive moment. Tickets will be made 
available soon but please note that evidence of an LFT test taken within 48hrs of the performance 
will be needed as it is for all staff who work in the school. Entry will be via the outside hall door. 

Numbers viewing will be limited for obvious reasons and may be cancelled at short notice. 
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It was good to take time out to remember with so 
many different groups last Sunday here in Napton. 
Moments to honour: moments to come together. 

Our children: those who took official roles and 
those who simply joined us were a credit to their 

parents. 
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A reminder to Reception and Year 6 parents  
 

Just a reminder that Reception and Year 6 pupils will be having their heights and 
weights measured on Tuesday 30th November by the Connect for Health team, 
and all parents of pupils in those two year groups will have received an email and 
information letter giving all the necessary details.  
 
Additionally, the Year 6 pupils have been invited to take part in an online health 
questionnaire, which will take place on the same day. Year 6 parents have also 
been emailed details of this initiative.  
 
You are entitled to opt out of this programme so if you’d prefer your child not to take 
part, please contact Connect for Health on 03300 245 204 or 
email connectforhealth@compass-uk.org. Please don’t contact us in the office if 
you’d prefer to opt your child out of either programme, as we are only hosting the 
Connect for Health team and not handling the administrative side of things on this 
occasion. 
 

If at any stage in the process you have concerns or want further information, please 
contact Connect for Health directly. Thank you. 

 

 Year 6 parents who signed their child up for Bikeability should 
have received an email to let you know that it’s been postponed 

and will no longer take place next week. Arrangements are being 
made for a new date, so watch this space!  

Both Mrs Monk and Mrs Maffey in 
Yr2 have been thrilled by the effort 

that has gone into writing by children 
across the class since half term - the 

inspiration of what happened in Lon-
don in 1666 has meant that many of 
them have been on fire themselves! 

mailto:connectforhealth@compass-uk.org


 
Year 5 have spent much time researching tree frogs that might well be found 
in the rainforests as part of their geography project. But in true Mrs Coombe 
style, the children then went on to explore the process of design and manu-

facture of creative reproductions of these fabulous creatures culminating in a  
‘frogtastic’ afternoon of sewing on Wednesday!  

From research, to design process, to design, to manufacture, to completion and  
evaluation of the end product! 
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Please bring 
shoeboxes to 

school by Friday 
19th November. 

Thank you so 
much for your 

support!  

The wonderful Lorraine Day will be taking a delivery of 
shoeboxes over to Carriers of Hope this year, and anything 

you can contribute will be so much appreciated. Please send 
shoeboxes into school by Friday 19th November and we will 

ensure they are handed to Lorraine. Have a look at their 
website for suggestions of what to put in your box. 

https://carriersofhope.org.uk/christmas-project/ 
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https://carriersofhope.org.uk/
https://carriersofhope.org.uk/christmas-project/


Benefits-related Free School Meals are about so much more 
than just free lunches! 

 
There are 3 advantages of applying: 
 
Your child will be entitled for free dinners and this will continue for the rest of their time at 
primary school, even if your circumstances change. 
The school also gets a sum of money to support their education, called Pupil Premium. 
The council also currently supports free school meals children in the school holidays so if your 
application is accepted, you'd be entitled to vouchers towards food (£48 per child for the 
Christmas holidays) and utility bills ( £60 per household). Over the summer there was also a 
scheme which allowed eligible children to take part in a wide range of activities like sports and 
arts and crafts clubs at no extra charge, so there are lots of advantages to applying for free 
school meals if you're eligible; it's not just about school lunches! 
Only relevant staff at the school know which children are in receipt of free school meals and 
this information is not widely known among other children or parents. 
 
Families who receive the following are eligible: 
 income support 
 income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 
 income-related employment and support allowance (ESA) guarantee element of state 

pension credit 
 Universal Credit (with an annual income of less than £7,400) 
 Both income-based and contribution-based JSA/ESA if you receive the same amount 

for both. You should also qualify if you receive both, but the income-based amount is 
greater, but not if the contribution-based amount is greater. 

 
Families who are awarded Child Tax Credit 
and have an annual income assessed by HMRC 
to be no more than £16,190, providing there is 
no entitlement to Working Tax Credit (unless 
in respect of a 4-week ‘run-on’). 
Please follow the link and apply online, it's a 
quick process and you'll just need your Na-
tional Insurance number and the login you 
created when you applied for a school place. If 
you're not 100% certain if you're eligible, why 
not give it a go anyway? You've got nothing to 
lose! If you need help processing the applica-
tion or need online access to do so, please 
don't hesitate to contact the office and we'll be 
happy to help. 
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Practice will make perfect as you get ready for the next round of the 
Maths World Cup! 

 
 Yr1 Yr2 Yr3 Yr4 Yr5/6 

Autumn 1.2 
Number bonds for each num-

ber to 6 x2 x3 x6 x3 
x6 x60 x0.6 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Very many thanks to everyone who supported our Poppy 
Appeal: we raised a wonderful sum of money and are very 
pleased to be able to donate it to the Royal British Legion.  
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Tickets are available on School Money now so save the date, book your 
place and bring your festive creativity along with you!  
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We’re always delighted to cele-
brate the  children’s achievements 
in assembly and in the pages of the 
School Journal, so please do send in 
awards, details and photos by the 

end of any Thursday and we’d love 
to share them with the school com-

munity. 

 
Is your child keen to try a brass                 

instrument? We have 2 spaces still      
available with Mrs Pugh. Lessons cost 
£80 a term (and are half price for FSM          

children). Please let us know in the office 
if you'd like to join the growing group of 

brass players at St Lawrence's!  

I have been delighted to welcome Dylan on the Tenor 
Horn, and Rufus on the Trombone (both Yr5) and Har-
vey A on the Trumpet (Yr6) back into the school orches-
tra now that the music has been transposed by Fiona in 
the office. 
 
I have also been thrilled to hear the new newly formed 
flute group play all the harmonies for a Jingle Bells per-
formance as part of the forthcoming festive fun! 

And here’s another 
superstar       

swimmer! Jack B 
in Year 2 has also 

gained his       
Rainbow Distance 
swimming badge. 
Congratulations 
and well done, 

Jack!  

It’s been a great week for Charlotte and Oliver! (Year 3). 
Firstly, they’ve both been awarded 3-year certificates 
and medals for continuous attendance at Stagecoach. 

Charlotte was cast as Annie in the recent production of 
Annie, and Oliver was her dog, Sandy. They also both 

have awards from Gymnastics – Oliver as Victorious on 
Vault and Charlotte as Best All Round gymnast in her age 
group. Lastly, Charlotte was promoted to Stage 6 swim-

ming this week, and has also been awarded her 20m dis-
tance badge. Very well done to you both! 

And a very big well done to Lilly in Yr 5 
who received her Junior Rider U16 
champion’s trophy in assembly this 

morning! Such an amazing achievement!  

We’d like to say an enormous thank you to          
everyone who very kindly chose or made these 

lovely items for our new Calm Room. We are really 
grateful for your generosity and so pleased that we 

now have a comfortable, quiet and reassuring 
space for pupils to spend time in when they need it. 
Thank you for helping us to equip it so well - it 

is greatly appreciated.  



We are delighted to announce     
today’s Stars of the Week!  

 
 

 
Little Lawrences: This week it has been so hard to decide between 3 children, as we feel they all de-
serve to be our Star of the Week! Agnes has new found confidence, she is coming into preschool hap-
py, twirling and excited to see her friends. Agnes has begun to show an interest in the others’ child 
play and is beginning to join in! Jasper has made brilliant progress in initiating new friendships, he 
has fantastic problem solving skills and is working well in a team. And Barnaby has written his own 
name - not just once, but twice!! Mr Brine and Maria could not contain our excitement when he 
showed us his independent writing skills!!  
 

Reception: Evelyn has made excellent progress in her reading and offers kindness and friendship to 
everyone in her class. She is really wonderful! Well done, Evelyn.  
 

Yr1: Ralphie is Miss Foster’s Star this week for trying so hard in his phonics and reading. Well done, 
Ralphie - you are really becoming a fantastic reader and writer because of this! 
 

Yr2: George always works hard and tries to do his best. This week he has shared some lovely ideas in 
English and produced some great writing. He has also really impressed us with his work on counting 
money in maths.  
 

Yr3: Although an avid reader herself, it has been lovely to see Ava reading and supporting other chil-
dren this week. Of particular note has been the support she offered with a guided reading task this 
week - where her calm, self-assured demeanour guarantees success. She is a girl that always tries 
her best and, as a result, has made tremendous progress in her short time in Year 3.  
 

Yr4: Bella, sometimes you’ve encountered hurdles in learning yet you've shown super resilience, 
perseverance and a steely determination to conquer them all with enthusiasm and positivity. Your 
ideas are sought after and developed, and your selfless support of others has assisted their under-
standing of unfamiliar concepts and helped you to develop assertiveness and confidence, and belief 
in your own brilliance. You’re a wonderful role model and scholar, and Mrs Rose is very proud of you 
and your attitude to being the best you can be at all times.  
 

Yr5: Our star of the week is Beatrix. This week you have wowed us with your incredibly detailed 
writing and topic work, and as usual, your compassion and kindness towards everyone in class 5. 
You are a real team player and Mrs Coombe and Mr Snook can always rely on you to try your hard-
est, regardless of what we are doing. Your effort in swimming last week was nothing short of heroic, 
and you should be exceedingly proud of yourself. Keep doing exactly what you are doing, and you 
will never go wrong. Well done indeed! You really are an absolute star!  
 

Yr6: In Year 6 we have begun our Fractions unit in Maths. It is a unit that many would say they find 
the hardest however, despite not always finding it easy, Lily has amazed Mr Shillitoe and Miss Todd 
with her attitude to fractions this week. She has listened intently, given great answers, asked for help 
when needed and shown great resilience which has resulted in fantastic progress and secure foun-
dations as our unit continues until Christmas. Well done Lily! Superb work.  
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Bronze Awards today go to: Heidi (Rec), Lucy, Jack B, Florrie, Ronnie (Year 2), Barnie, So-
phie, Angus (Year 4) Rufus, Jacob, Orla, Leah, Lizzie (Year 5), Grace-Mae, Dom, Adrian, Ella, 

Oscar, Molly, Daniel, Josh W, Jacob, Charlie, Arthur, Harvey, Rose and Grace (Year 6) 
 

Silver Awards today go to: Lexi (Year 1), Harry, Ella, Izzy, Monty, George, Thomas, Hugo 
Bryn  (Year 2), Bella and Thomas (Year 4)  



 

This will be a wonderful event, combining lots of 
different and much-loved festive activities         

together! We very much hope to see you there.  
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There are crash courses and private swimming        
lessons available at Southam Leisure Centre during 
the Christmas holidays. Take a look at their website 

for more details.  
https://www.everyoneactive.com/centre/

southam-leisure-centre/ 
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Monday 22nd November Yr6 Football Match v St James (away) 

Tuesday 23rd November: Yr5 Islamic experience Trip 

Thursday  
25th November 

Netball Match v St James (away) 

Monday 29th November Author/Illustrator - Sharon King-Chai workshops for all 
children followed by book signing. 

Wednesday  
1st December 

Yr6 Islamic experience Trip 

Thursday 
2nd December 

Christmas Dress Up Day (non-uniform and details to fol-
low) 

Monday 6th December Yr6 Football Match v Long Itch (away) 

Wednesday   
15th December  

Maths World Cup - details on first page. 

Wk beg. November 22nd:  Christmas Art Week for the whole school on the theme of 
‘Starbird’. 

Thursday 9th December:  The Little Lawrences and Reception Nativities - as a video release. 

Monday 13th December 
(am):  

Christmas Church Service with carols.  

Monday 13th December 
(pm): 

Year 1 Nativity Live Show (Covid rates and approval dependent) 

Tuesday 14th December 
(6pm) 

Year 2 Nativity Live Show. (Covid rates and approval dependent) 

Wednesday 15th December Christmas Dinner for Little Lawrences, Reception and Yrs1&2 
with a visit from Father Christmas - a deliverer of Christmas Wish-
es 

Thursday 16th December Christmas Dinner for Yrs3, 4, 5 & 6 with a visit from Father 
Christmas - a deliverer of Christmas Wishes 

Friday 17th December - 
(9am) 

Head teachers Merit Assembly for Reception, Yr1 and Yr2. 

Friday 17th December - 
(2:15pm) 

Head teachers Merit Assembly for Yr3, 4, 5 & 6. 

Friday 17th December - 
(3:20pm) 

The end of the Autumn Term 

Christmas Dates - note adjustments 

 

PTA: Autumn Term Dates for the Diary 

School Dates for the diary! (incl more new dates) 

Wednesday 1st December Christmas Wreath-Making 

Saturday 4th December Christmas Fun - music, rides, grotto and ….. 

Every Friday Class Cake Sales!! 


