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Dear parents and friends of the school, 
 

The bright red poppies worn by many and around the inside of the 
school contrast beautifully with the rapidly changing autumnal colours 
outside on the trees and hedgerows. Whatever your inspiration, it is 
worth reflected for a moment on what makes life precious for you and 
who has guided you to be who you are in the past. Children so readily 
talk about their grandparents and parents: what they have done in the 
past, what they do now and have done, so a lot this week. 
 

There has been much to reflect on this week: a brilliant Bonfire 
Party last Friday (see p3), a great start to the football league as set up by Mr Shillitoe (see p4), 
our parent consultation meetings (I do hope that they have proved useful) and, of course, 
events and activities centred around Remembrance itself. 
 

I must start off though by celebrating the reading provision that I have been monitoring in 
the past fortnight in addition to the hearing of groups of children since September. I would have 
most happily asked a flock of inspectors (struggled to find a collective noun for these!) to have 
seen the opportunities that the children are so thoroughly engaged with. The teaching and       
support staff team really are having a significant impact: brilliant to see! 
 

 Any reading or book talk that you can engage with will be, I am sure, just as rewarding. 
 

Thank you all for engaging with the parent consultations… I hope that you found both 
these and the targets that were sent home both helpful and useful: great indicators of what 
your children are currently doing. The technology mostly works, even though the telephone 
took the strain on occasion. Maria and Gemma found out that cushions and props helped the 
technology along too! 
 

 For those that did not sign up or have items that they want to further discuss, please contact the 
office or the teachers directly.  

 

The week opened with a fine football match: 
ourselves (now known as the Saints) against The 
Priors. This was the opening match to the Small 
Schools league as set up and run by our Mr         
Shillitoe, and we’ve included photos and more     
details on p4. The next match is on 22nd November 
against St James’s. 
 

The weekend will be dominated by acts of       
Remembrance across the country and, of 
course, here in Napton. I look forward to    
working with our prefects and some of the musi-
cians, alongside all those that come this Sunday at 
10.45am. In the meantime, have a good weekend: 
have time to reflect. Best wishes as always.  

    John Brine   
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The school fell silent for two minutes yesterday 
morning at 11am to mark the end of World War 

One and to remember those who have died in 
wars around the world. Harvey A in Year 6 

played The Last Post beautifully on his trumpet 
and Mrs Rose, her Worship Leaders and the 

whole of Year 4 led a very moving assembly of 
poems, prayers and songs which allowed us all 

to reflect upon the significance of                       
Remembrance Day.  



 

The Bonfire Party was a roaring success with crowds gathering to meet up on what was a 
perfect night for enjoying excellent food and drink as the huge bonfire blazed and the superb  

firework display lit up the night sky. Wow - what a night!  
 

Congratulations and thank yous to all that made this possible: those that let us use the 
field, those who supplied the fireworks, those that gathered the firewood, those that delivered 
the catering and drinks and the PTA and supporting team that made it all happen. Huge thanks 
too to those who took part in the big clean-up on Saturday morning. This really was an amazing 

community effort and I personally loved getting reacquainted with great friends of the school 
both past and present.  

 

A brilliant night created by a brilliant community: one that Napton 
should be rightly proud of.  
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Year 1 have been painting some beautiful poppy          
pictures.  

Little Lawrences put together a lovely 
wreath from handmade poppies, and 
included a Remembrance Day poem. 

The Y6 footballers have been getting excited for weeks in anticipation of the new Southam area 
football league that had its first matches this week. St Lawrence’s (nicknamed The Saints by 
some of the Y5 parents at a tournament earlier in the year) kicked off the league by playing at 
home against The Priors School. Full of enthusiasm, The Saints got stuck in from the off with 
dominant play in The Priors’ half by Dom, Adrian, Isaac and Ollie. Their persistence and hard 
work was rewarded when Sam, who was consistently in the right areas of the pitch, put the ball 
into the back of the net twice in quick succession. Before the half time whistle, Priors managed 
to score themselves leaving it all to play for in the second half. Now playing uphill, The Saints 
were determined not to let the ball make it back into their penalty area. Some solid defence 
from Mia, Harvey, Harry and Jacob help make this happen, leaving The Saints’ attackers to play 
with confidence up front. The Saints 
had plenty of opportunities thanks to 
some regular quick thinking throw ins 
from Bethany and superb passes into 
the box from Oscar. Despite some   
superb keeping from The Priors goal 
keeper, it was only a matter of time 
until The Saints added to their score - 
Sam managed to put the ball away for 
his hat trick and Ollie and Adrian had 
a goal each too. The final result was 5 
- 1 to The Saints, two very happy 
teams enjoying competitive school 
football again and some parents on 
the sidelines beaming with pride.  

https://www.facebook.com/thepriorsschool/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUnjf5loAVmkr6YocJVwYzGs1ZcY76qVlrfgTL3LmvjGxIATwHdqarwjiTXWYfZwTSLdZ0rj-Q1_Uww2GDunC0ziMG0jlpZyS-HI0qCD4gn9UXYVVh0Uet8emYKKDt6Vs9rPUWwrr4jnPvTsqEREH0bK2cDSiklFW68wlc7R6blL4nc3fAKWrJ4abrzvQGzxM&__tn__
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Year 2 had a great dance session with Miss Lorraine this week! They’re learning all sorts of bril-
liant new movement skills and having lots of fun! Many thanks to Miss Lorraine for coming in and 

teaching the children with such expertise and enthusiasm.  

 

Year 3 have been testing and investigating the strength of magnets with Mr Delaney this week. 
How many paperclips can each magnet hold? 

Get ready for the next round of the Maths World Cup! 
 

 Yr1 Yr2 Yr3 Yr4 Yr5/6 

Autumn 1.2 
Number bonds for each num-

ber to 6 x2 x3 x6 x3 
x6 x60 x0.6 
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Mrs Rose’s Year 4 
class have been    

making beautiful 
Peace Mats out of 
wood this week as 

part of our                
Remembrance work. 
They have displayed 

so much creativity 
and worked so hard 
on them. Well done, 

Year 4.  
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We are so very grateful to the volunteers 
(like Mick, pictured left in Forest School 

with Year 1!) who give up their time 
cheerfully and willingly to join us in 

school every week and help the children 
in a variety of different ways. They make 
such a valuable contribution and we 

appreciate them so much. If you’d like to 
become a school volunteer, you’d be really 

welcome. Please contact the office to      
express your interest or to find out what 

sort of activities we particularly need help 
with across the school. 

We’re always delighted to celebrate the       
children’s achievements in assembly and in 
the pages of the School Journal, so please do 

send in awards, details and photos by the 
end of any Thursday and we’d love to share 

them with the school community. 

At the beginning of the year, I promised investment in phonics,   
reading, Early Years and investment in additional staffing: additional 

received funding has always to be spent on your children! I am        
delighted to announce that this is now all in place and we have 
welcomed two more brilliant members of staff to the team: Mrs 

Carole Bonser and Mrs Briony Village who will be working in 
Little Lawrences.  

In addition for much of the next year, we are also fortunate to have 
Miss Lucy Hurst working in Reception and Miss Sophie Boswell 

working in Yr2. 

Very well done to Bella 
(swimming), Gracie (football), Ava 
(football), Henry (swimming) and 

Oscar (hockey) who have all 
achieved sports awards this week! 

Congratulations to you all!  



We are delighted to announce     
today’s Stars of the Week!  

 
 

 
Little Lawrences: Millie has continued to grow in confidence this week and this is having an huge 
impact on friendships. She has been a great friend, pushing her friends along in the trailer and       
collecting their toys joining their play. Millie has done so well at carpet time where she is eager to 
share her ideas and experiences! Well done Millie!!  
 

Reception: Reuben is this week’s Reception Star for settling in so well and for sharing his knowledge 
and interests with the class.  
 

Yr1: Harry is Miss Foster's Star this week for amazing effort in everything he does! Harry will always 
tackle any challenge with a smile. Well done, Harry!  
 

Yr2: Tanvi is a beautifully well behaved member of the class. She has particularly impressed us in 
maths this week in understanding written addition. She has also shown us her understanding of   
adverbs by thinking of some great examples. On top of all this she was a very impressive dancer with 
Miss Lorraine in PE.  
 

Yr3: It has been lovely to see Louis storming though his maths tasks this week – which has led to 
some great progress. His confidence has grown tremendously over the last few weeks, but this week 
has really seen a coming together of all the joined-up thinking. Keep up the boundless work and 
keep smiling!  
 

Yr4: Daisy is Mrs Rose’s Star this week for super leadership, encouragement, support and patience in 
developing a group song about the industries that kept the military and home nations supplied with 
resources, and for terrific woodworking skills in creating a Peace Mat to commemorate Armistice 
Day and the promotion of forgiveness, reconciliation and world peace. Daisy's confidence, independ-
ence and positive attitude makes her an ideal team player to work with. Mrs Rose is very proud of 
her and of her determination to be the best she can be at all times.   
 

Yr5: Our Star of the Week is Max (pictured right)! This week you have im-
pressed Mrs Coombe and Mr Snook with your responsible and conscientious 
behaviour, your kindness with other children, and your effort and concentra-
tion in your topic work. Most of all, we have been blown away by your bril-
liant maths work on multiples and factors. What a great week! Well done, 
Max!  
 

Yr6: Carerra has shown such a positive attitude to her learning in recent 
weeks. She tries her best and embraces challenges - most especially in her 
maths but across the board. She really wants to be the best she can be and 
her increased confidence is wonderful to see. She enjoys getting involved in 
sports and music and is such an asset to our school and a well-loved member 
of our class. Keep it up, Carerra!  
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Bronze Awards today go to: Emrys 
(Reception), Tanvi, Rosie, Alfie (Year 2),     
Olivia, Ida, Jamie, Charlie, Austin, Annie,        

Elliott, Skye (Year 3), Daisy, Isla L, Poppy, Lily 
(Year 4) and Max (Year 5)  

Silver Awards today go to: Ora, Grace 
(Reception), Jasper, Laurel, Wilfred and 

George (Year 1)  

And Mr Brine is  
giving out a special 
award this week to 
Harvey A in Year 6, 
who played The Last 
Post on his trumpet 
so beautifully on 
Remembrance Day. 
Very well done,  
Harvey - we’re really proud of you. 
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Sunday 14th November: 
10:45am 

War Memorial 

Remembrance Service at the War  Memorial: involving the 
prefects, selected members of the school orchestra and all 
who can attend. 

Wk beg 22nd November Art Week 

Monday 22nd November Yr6 Football Match v St James (away) 

Tuesday 23rd November: Yr5 Islamic experience Trip 

Wednesday  
1st December 

Yr6 Islamic experience Trip 

Thursday 
2nd December 

Christmas Dress Up Day (non-uniform and details to fol-
low) 

Wednesday   
15th December  

Maths World Cup - details on pg5. 

Wk beg. November 22nd:  Christmas Art Week for the whole school on the theme of 
‘Starbird’. 

Thursday 9th December:  The Little Lawrences and Reception Nativities - either live or as a 
video release. 

Monday 13th December 
(am):  

Christmas Church Service with carols.  

Monday 13th December 
(pm): 

Year 1&2 Nativity (Covid rates and approval dependent) 

Tuesday 14th December 
(6pm) 

Year 1&2 Nativity or video release. 

Wednesday 15th December Christmas Dinner for Little Lawrences, Reception and Yrs1&2 
with a visit from Father Christmas - a deliverer of Christmas Wish-
es 

Thursday 16th December Christmas Dinner for Yrs3, 4, 5 & 6 with a visit from Father 
Christmas - a deliverer of Christmas Wishes 

Friday 17th December - 
(9am) 

Head teachers Merit Assembly for Reception, Yr1 and Yr2. 

Friday 17th December - 
(2:15pm) 

Head teachers Merit Assembly for Yr3, 4, 5 & 6. 

Friday 17th December - 
(3:20pm) 

The end of the Autumn Term 

Christmas Dates 

 

PTA: Autumn Term Dates for the Diary 

School Dates for the diary! (incl new dates) 

Wednesday 1st December Christmas Wreath-Making 

Saturday 4th December Christmas Fun 

Every Friday Class Cake Sales!! 


