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S† LAWRENCE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

VOLUNTARY AIDED PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Dog Lane, Napton, Southam, Warwickshire CV47 8LU 

01926 812447 

office@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk 
www.stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk 

Head teacher: Mr John Brine 
 

Year 6 Curriculum Letter (Autumn 2021) 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

I hope you all had a fantastic, restful summer. The children have certainly come back with a 

positive attitude and ready to make the most out of their final year at St Lawrence’s.  
 

Subject Information How can you help? 

English To link to our topic this term, we are using a number 

of texts linked to forests, trees and the 

environment. This will include fiction and non-

fiction and we will use these to develop our reading 

skills and as a stimulus for writing. The key reading 

skills to work on will be explaining vocabulary in 

context and developing a wide vocabulary; 

retrieving information quickly; and inferring 

information giving evidence. Besides developing 

these during our English lessons, children continue 

to read both with an adult and independently as a 

group during guided reading.  
 

Spelling, punctuation and grammar learning will be 

embedded within reading and writing work but also 

taught discretely to build confidence with key 

spelling patterns and tricky words as well as 

grammatical concepts and terminology.  
 

This term the class have chosen Malamander by 

Thomas Taylor as their class book. 
 

Homework is set via Google Classroom so do 

remind children to check what they are expected 

to do.  It will include weekly spellings as well as 

regular grammar or punctuation tasks and 

reading work. As we prepare children for 

secondary school, it is always worth encouraging 

children to speak to Miss Todd or Mr Shillitoe if 

they have any difficulties with the work before 

it is ‘chased’. Obviously, the sooner they do this, 

the easier it is for us to help them. 

 

Listening to your child read regularly and 

discussing their reading is as important during 

year 6 as it was in younger years. All children 

should have a personal reading book (of their 

choice) which is expected to go home, and 

subsequently return to school, each day.   

  

Maths Topics this term include deepening our 

understanding of place value with increasingly large 

numbers, consolidating and extending the formal 

methods for all 4 operations of number, and 

fractions, including calculating with fractions. In all 

topics, children will need to develop their fluency 

but also their ability to use their skills in reasoning 

and problem-solving.  
 

We will continue to have maths world cups for key 

number facts including times tables. Our first 

target facts will be the six times table and the 

speedy recall of number bonds to 100. 

Homework will be set via Google Classroom to 

consolidate learning from in school or potentially 

to revisit topics from earlier year groups in 

preparation for us building on this in school. 
 

All of the maths we do depends in some part on 

a solid grasp of key number facts. All children 

in Year 6 should now know all their times-tables, 

so please keep working on any gaps and also try 

to involve children in practical activities and 

situations, i.e. paying for shopping or converting 

measurements, as often as possible. This will 

really support their ability to make progress in 

this subject. 
 

http://www.stlawrenceprimary.sch.co.uk/
http://www.stlawrenceprimary.sch.co.uk/
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Science Mr Shillitoe will be looking at classification 

systems before moving onto evolution with a 

particular look at Darwin and how his explorations 

supported the development of his theories. Within 

our work on classification systems, we will focus on 

living things. We will find out how living things are 

classified based on a range of observable 

characteristics, carrying out classification 

enquiries of our own. During our work on Evolution, 

we will find out how living things have changed over 

time and how they have adapted to their habitats.  
 

 Linking the theory to the world around them 

helps contextualise what they've learned. 

Homework tasks will sometimes be set though 

not at the same time as a topic homework. 

 

Geography Our topic will focus on South America and on 

rainforests with a special focus on the Amazon. 

This will include map work and looking in detail and 

the location, climate and biomes of a particular 

country - in our case Brazil. We will be aiming to 

understand how humans interact with their 

environment including how they adapt to it and how 

human behaviour impacts on the environment.  

 

Topic homework is given during Year 6 though 

not at the same time as science. This could be a 

short task given over a week or a slightly longer 

one over 2 or 3 weeks.  

 

 

Computing Mr Shillitoe will work with children developing their 

computing skills, including an awareness of the many 

advantages of computers as well as an awareness of 

Online safety issues. We will use computing skills 

across the curriculum, including to research, to 

present findings in different ways and in developing 

websites. Online Safety will permeate our computer 

use with a particular focus on knowing how to talk 

safely online.  

If children have access to a computer, they can 

practise typing skills - Dancemat Typing on the 

BBC website is very good for this.  They can also 

use computers to support schoolwork, including 

for research or working on writing. 

 

PE Mr Shillitoe will teach PE on a Monday and Tuesday 

afternoon. On a Monday, we will be developing our 

health and fitness - this will include physical and 

mental health through a variety of games and 

activities. On a Tuesday, we will be developing our 

racket skills, particularly in match based situations, 

in tennis and badminton. We also hope to begin 

Swimming on a Friday morning at Southam Leisure 

centre as soon as possible. 

Please make sure your child has their PE kit in 

school for our Monday and Tuesday timetabled 

sessions, and any relevant clubs your child may 

be interested in. Please could long hair be tied up 

and jewellery removed for these sessions. We 

will be making the most of the fresh air when 

possible throughout the term so as the weather 

begins to become cooler, please include a 

somewhat scruffy jumper/jacket and carrier 

bag for the wet and muddy lessons on the field! 

RE Mr Shillitoe will work with the class on this term’s 

units: Creation and Fall and ‘What is it like to be a 

Muslim in Britain Today’. Our first topic is focused 

on the Creation from both religious and scientific 

perspectives and reflecting on whether these views 

are conflicting or complementary. After half term, 

we will focus on learning more about Islam and more 

specifically what it is like to be a Muslim in Britain. 

This will be supported by a visit to the Islamic 

exhibition in Birmingham.  

Please discuss with your child what they have 

been taught in class and make sure homework is 

completed and back in school by set deadlines.  



3 

 

Art/DT Miss Todd will work on art linked to the topic. We 

will look at the contemporary artist John Dyer and 

his ‘Spirit of the Rainforest’ artwork inspired by his 

time with the Yawanawá tribe in the Amazon. We 

will develop our ability to create different tints and 

hues when painting and using pencils to create 

different textures. Mr Shillitoe will explore DT 

during science when children will design and build 

their own animal. 

We do get messy on occasions so you may wish to 

send children with an oversized t-shirt or apron.  

Music Over the course of term, we will listen to and 

respond to a range of music from throughout 

history and across the world. Our music lessons will 

focus on rhythm through the context of Brazilian 

Samba. We will look at musical notation of rhythm 

and create and notate our own rhythms and samba 

patterns. 

Do encourage children to take advantage of 

musical opportunities within or outside of school. 

You may want to ask children about the music of 

the week or discuss any music you or they listen 

to.  

MFL Miss Todd will continue working with the children 

on French, increasing children's vocabulary and 

incorporating this into phrases, sentences and 

short exchanges.  

Encourage your child to regularly use basic words 

and phrases in French.  

PSHE Our initial topic entitled ‘New Beginnings’ will focus 

on developing children’s knowledge, understanding 

and skills in four key social and emotional aspects 

of learning: empathy, self-awareness, social skills 

and motivation.  

Discuss with your child how these topics may 

impact their own & families life.   

 
It looks set to be a busy but rewarding term. Do ask if you have any questions about the above 

or indeed if there are any concerns you want to talk to us about. We are fortunate to have a 

team approach to Year 6 with both Miss Todd and Mr Shillitoe ‘in the mix’ and we will be 

working together, with your valued support, to give children the best year possible. Most of 

you will have met Mr Shillitoe but Miss Todd is looking forward to meeting you all soon.  

 

Regards,  

Miss Joanna Todd and Mr Ed Shillitoe 
(Year 6 Teachers) 


