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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

Welcome to the start of a new school year. We have been impressed by how quickly the children have settled in and have already risen 

to the challenges of UKS2, getting used to the shirt and tie and taking on responsibilities both in the class and school.  The Autumn 

Term gets off to an exciting start with our geographic focus on Tropical Rainforests and South America as well as our Space unit in 

Science. These will provide lots of opportunity for cross-curricular work and exciting learning.  Detailed below are all the curriculum 

areas we are covering this term and ideas of how you can help your child through homework and other activities. 
 

English 
 

Children will experience a wide variety of writing and genres across the term. We will link our reading and writing to this term’s topics, 

so it is engaging and purposeful. We will analyse texts, develop writing techniques, role play or research and plan stories or nonfiction 

texts at the beginning of the week leading to every child having an extended creative writing sessions. Over these 3 days, children will 

work in smaller groups with either Mrs Coombe or Mr Snook. English grammar (including vocabulary development, spelling as well as 

punctuation and editing skills) will be embedded in most English lessons with some dedicated sessions too with Mr Snook on Thursdays 

and Fridays so it can be applied to future writing.  
 

Here, as a preview, some of the texts we will be using. They provide a wealth of opportunity for both fiction and non-fiction writing, all 

the while being a focus for developing our literary skills such as spelling, grammar and punctuation. Picture books will allow us to access 

rich language and enable us to compare and contrast many writing styles and stories. We will look at the biographies of key African 

American women scientists linked to Space over World Space Week in October which coincides with Black History Month. Katherine 

Rendell’s The Explorer will transport us to the Amazon Rainforest and will prompt a range of other writing opportunities – from diary 

entries, to recount, newspaper articles or explanations etc. We will learn about the structure of myth and use our persuasive skills to 

protect the rainforest. We will also enjoy discovering the poems of Grace Nichols. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Children will be developing their fluency and confidence in writing across a range of genres and for different audiences, adapting 

language accordingly. We will also focus on becoming increasingly independent with our writing and therefore children will be 

encouraged to use coloured pens after they have finished their extended writing to edit and improve their language and ensure that 

spelling and punctuation is accurate.   
 

Reading is also supported and celebrated. Four mornings a week, the day starts with Guided Reading. Children have the opportunity 

throughout the week to either read and discuss a book with a teacher, answer questions about different texts or embed their 

comprehension skills. They also have daily quiet reading time to read either a book they have borrowed from our own class library or 

brought from home. Children have also chosen a class book to read altogether at the end of the day.  
 

English homework will be set every Friday via Google Classroom to be returned by the following Wednesday. Please encourage your child 

to learn their spellings (noticing spelling patterns, identifying root words) Discussing with your child what they are reading is incredibly 

useful in developing their love of reading and excitement about books as well as supporting their comprehension and inference skills.  
  

 

Maths 
 

The term will begin with a strong emphasis on place value and the decimal number system in general. A good understanding of this will 

support us as we move on to the four number operations including mental and written calculations. Once place value has been 

consolidated, we will aim to master addition and subtraction and further our skills for multiplying and dividing with increasingly bigger 

numbers. We will be able to apply our knowledge of operations to measure and calculate perimeters and areas. Further in-depth 

information about the areas covered is available on the school's website. 
  

Much of the Year 5 curriculum presumes a solid and fluent grasp of number bonds and ‘times tables’ to x12. Although we will practise 

these at school with a focus on associated facts, regular practice at home will really support the work we do in school and help your 

child develop fluency and confidence across many different maths areas. It is already clear that many children put real effort into this 

in Year 4 and it really is worth it! Children will continue to have access to TTRS so they can practise at home.  
 

Children will again be set weekly Maths homework. The content of this will always be a consolidation of topics already taught in previous 

maths lessons. Using jottings and working outs is strongly encouraged and we will reinforce this message in class. The homework will be 

set on a Friday and should be returned the following Wednesday. 



 

Subject  Information How You Can Help 

Science 
(taught by 

Mrs Coombe) 

 Our first unit is about Earth and Space and understanding the relationship 

between the Sun and the planets with a particular focus on the Earth and the 

Moon. A visit to the National Space Centre will further enhance children’s 

learning and will link with World Space Week in October. After half term, we will 

be moving onto Forces. Children will be investigating gravity, friction, air and 

water resistance as well as the role of levers, gears and pulleys.  

Talking to your children about what has been 

learnt and relating it to the living world 

experienced on a daily basis. 

Watch some documentaries on Space with them 

(the ‘Planets’ series by Professor Brian Cox is 

superb, albeit a little complicated at times!)  

RE 
(taught by 

Mr Snook) 

Our first topic focuses on the theme of Creation. This will include both religious 

and scientific perspectives and children will be encouraged to reflect upon 

whether these views are conflicting or complementary. After half term, our RE 

topic will involve learning more about Islam, and specifically what it is like to be a 

Muslim in modern day Britain. This will be supported by a visit to a mosque and the 

Islamic Exhibition Centre in Birmingham.  

You can support your child at home by discussing 

what they have learnt in school and reflecting with 

them on their thoughts and feelings.  

 

Geography  
(taught by 

Mrs Coombe) 

The focus this term is on South America and the Amazon rainforest. Using 

our map skills, we will locate all the tropical rainforests in the world and 

relate them to climate zones and biomes. We will learn about South America 

(countries and cities, geographical features etc) and investigate Brazil in 

more detail as well as the Amazon River. We will consider the impact of man 

on the environment and wildlife, looking more specifically ay the impact of 

modern life on the rainforest. 

If you can, a visit to a tropical glasshouse 

(Birmingham Botanical Garden for example) would 

provide a rich experience: diversity of plants and 

hot humid atmosphere. Wildfire documentaries 

about the rainforest could help children visualise 

the rainforest better.  
 

In accordance with St Lawrence homework policy in Upper Key Stage 2, every week, one Science or RE or Topic homework will be set 

(only one homework from one of these 3 subjects per week, on a rota, approximately every three weeks) and should be returned the 

following week. Where a ‘project’ is set, sufficient time and guidance will be given at the time. 

Computing 
(taught by 

Mr Snook) 

Our first Computing topic will involve pupils exploring the use of computers and 

software in creating adventure games. Children will work through investigation, 

planning, pitch, production, and review stages of development. After half term, 

pupils will be learning how to use coding technologies to simulate real world 

systems and processes. Additionally, Online safety and digital citizenship will be 

taught alongside these topics throughout the year. 

Discussions surrounding online safety will 

reinforce the messages children receive at school. 

Children can access Scratch via the internet to 

practise their programming (scratch.mit.edu). 

Please note that the tool is available to use 

without creating a 'login' and we would advise that 

children should not be registering for the site. 

PE 
(taught by 

Mr Snook) 

PE will be on a Tuesday and Friday afternoon. For the first half term, children will 

be revisiting and developing their skills in tennis. After half term, we will be 

developing our match skills in football and children will be going swimming on a 

Friday morning. We will also link P.E. with our study of Brazil and South America 

by enjoying some Latin dance lessons.  

Please make sure your child has their named PE kit 

in school on these days and for any clubs they 

participate in. 

Children may wish to bring joggers/tracksuit 

bottoms and a separate PE jumper/jacket for the 

colder months. A plastic bag is also often useful 

for wet shoes/clothes.  

Art/DT 
(taught by 

Mrs Coombe) 

Inspired by The Promise, we will be looking at using pencil techniques to create 

cityscapes with lines and shading. We will also learn and apply watercolour 

techniques to create fantasy planets. After half term, we will look at the work of 

Henri Rousseau to create a rainforest scene in his style. We will study the 

vibrant work of Brazilian artist, Beatriz Milhazes to create mobiles. We will also 

design, sew and assess rainforest beanbag frogs. Children will gain confidence in 

expressing their opinion about artists’ pieces and reflecting about their own 

artwork.  Closer to Christmas, we will contribute to winter artwork for the 

transformation of the hall.  

An oversized shirt or T-shirt is a good idea to 

protect school uniforms during our messier 

lessons. These can be stored at school until 

needed. 
 

Music 
(taught by 

Mr Snook & 

Mrs Coombe) 

In Music, we will be experiencing, analysing, and reviewing music from around the 

world, and engaging with different genres and styles through song and dance. 

Children will have chances to compose and perform their own music for varying 

styles. 

Giving opportunities for children to listen to a 

wide variety of music and to sing and move to 

music will help build a sense of rhythm and pitch, 

as well as hopefully develop a love of music. 

PSHE 
(taught by 

Mr Snook) 

We have successfully launched our new self-regulation programme based on four 

colour zones. Throughout the year the children will be using these to express and 

understand emotions more confidently. At the start of the year, we also focus on 

exploring issues related to new beginnings and school rules. We will discuss the 

rules and values that we have in our society and why they are important. After 

half term, we will have a focus on going for goals, setting and working toward 

targets that ensure we make the most of every opportunity and be the best that 

we can be. 

You might talk with children about their day and 

any challenges and successes they have had and 

how these are handled. Parental awareness of the 

four zones of regulation would also be beneficial in 

communicating with their children about emotions. 

French 
(taught by 

Mrs Coombe) 

Children will have weekly French lessons focussing on learning new vocabulary and 

using their extended bank of French words and expressions in conversations 

(speaking and listening) We will also learn to read and write in French and notice 

some grammatical patterns. 

If you can speak French, practising at home with 

your child is great. If you cannot speak French, 

see if they can teach you some words or phrases! 

 

This Autumn term is certainly going to be packed and exciting! Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 

contact us either on the playground, via the office or directly by email. Please make sure we are both copied in your messages. For your 

information, attached is the Year 5 timetable until October half-term.  
 

Kind regards, 
 

Anne Coombe acoombe@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday) 

Alastair Snook asnook@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk (Monday to Friday) 

http://scratch.mit.edu/
mailto:acoombe@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:asnook@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk

