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Year 4 Curriculum Areas (Autumn 2021)  

 

Dear Parents / Carers  
 

Welcome to another exciting year of adventure and fun. Please find below details of the curriculum 

areas we are going to cover this term and ideas of how you can help your child through homework and 

other activities.  

English (to include historical and geographical documents and sources) 

This term we will be immersing ourselves with texts from or about South America: 

comprehending primary and secondary sources; investigating how different 

communities live and work; famous people and their accomplishments or 

notoriety; the Amazon Rainforest… We’ll be improving our decoding and 

understanding of words and texts, fluency and intonation. In addition, we’ll be 

making predictions and synopsises, debating, and reviewing media. 

  

There will be weekly grammar and spelling lessons, with differentiated spellings and grammar given 
as homework on a Friday: Spelling Shed is accessed via the children’s own personal 
logins. Independent extended writing session will take place every Friday morning, with 
further opportunities for editing and up-levelling before redrafting. A copy of the Year 4 
Expectations will be forwarded to you too.  

 

The children will continue to undertake Guided Reading sessions from Mondays to Thursdays. 
Please continue to provide your child with support in his/her understanding of what he/she has 
read by asking questions about the content of his/her reading as well as viewpoints of characters 
and the author’s choice of vocabulary.   

 

Mathematics  Maths will continue to be taught from White Rose and will cover: Number Work 

(place value beyond 1000, ordering and sequencing, negative numbers, reading scales, and 

Roman Numerals); and Calculations (adding, subtracting, multiplication, and division)-using 

both mental and written strategies of calculating. Times tables will be part of the weekly 

homework tasks and will be tested in snippets daily and in depth every Friday.  This term we’ll 

revise the 3, 6, 4 and 8 times tables- instant recall in multiplying and dividing with them is our goal. 

  

Science  This half term we will be studying teeth and our digestive 

system; and food chains (prey and predators).                                                                                                                                          

 Next half term we will be studying different environments and habitats and some of 

the issues that may affect them including deforestation, logging, and climate change… 

Furthermore, we will be identifying different animals and using classification keys to group them. To 

enhance your child’s understanding there will be occassions when tasks will be set for homework. 

Please make links to what you observe first hand. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=snake&view=detailv2&&id=58A3443B35870D093515A9EF90F79D6B625D608A&selectedIndex=5&ccid=kp7S0Nom&simid=608047918636991391&thid=OIP.M929ed2d0da262e30658bf4f86b8ac6a6o0


 

Geography Topic: South America (with a particular focus on Brazil) 
 Children will have lots of opportunities to ask historically and geographically valid questions about 

some of the changes in South America in particular Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest 

and why these could have happened using evidence from a variety of media. Children 

will locate South American countries and cities on a map, understand the population 

and climate and identify human and physical features of South America. There is a 

plethora of South American texts and media and lots of accessible materials in local 

libraries and on the internet to support our topic (please check the content for age appropriate 

suitability). 

  

Computing Discrete computing lessons will take place on Thursday afternoons with Mr. 

Delaney.  

Year 4 will start by looking at an old favourite: Scratch. The children will be working through a carefully 

mapped progression of skills and developing their systematic programing to solve problems offered. 

We will then extend their skills to their own written code. We will also use the laptops for research in 

different curriculum areas, making links where appropriate and accessing Google Classroom. If possible, 

children would benefit from developing their keyboard 

skills: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2f9j6/articles/z3c6tfr 

Furthermore, please help us to reinforce the very important rules of online safety.  

 

R.E. We begin this term by placing the concepts of God and Creation on a timeline of 

the Bible’s ‘Big Story’; making clear links between Genesis 1 and what Christians 
believe about God and Creation; describing what Christians do because they believe 
God is Creator. For example, follow God, wonder at how amazing God’s creation is; 

care for the earth in some specific ways; and ask questions and suggest answers about what might be 
important in the creation story for Christians and non-Christians living today. There will be comparisons 
made to creation stories from some South American communities too. What it means to be a Hindu, will 
be studied after half term. 

In addition, we’ll also mark some Holy Days and key events from other religions. 

 

PSHE This term, in our SEAL programme, the children will have opportunities to share their 

thoughts and feelings through discussions and activities based on new beginnings, good 

choices, self-regulation and meeting expectations, and links with on-line safety. They will also 

have related learning to do with equality during Black History Month; mental well-being; 

Remembrance Day… 

           

P.E.       P.E. this term will be with Mr. Shillitoe on a Thursday- football, and on a Friday it will 

be tag rugby with Coventry Rugby Club. There will be places available for Years 3 and 4 to join the Tag 
Rugby Club after school on Fridays too. Please ensure your child’s kit and all uniform is clearly named.  
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Art/DT  
 This term the children will be studying the South American artists Beatriz Milhazes and 

Romero Britto and their artwork. They will have opportunities to explore composition, and 

to recreate their own pieces using different tools and styles.  

There will also be opportunities for making clay products (diva lamps…); cooking (fruit crumbles and 

chocolate logs); and woodwork (peace mats).  

Music  

In class we will be exploring rhythm, duration and structure of samba music and 
bossa nova and their musical instruments, musicians (Chico Buarque- samba,  
Vinicius de Moraes – bossa nova…) and compositions. There will also be brass lessons with Mrs. Pugh for 
half of the class on a Wednesday until February Half Term with the other half to follow. This is so each 
child can have his or her own instrument to reduce any possible contamination. In addition due to COVID 
restrictions, there is currently no sung worship or choir. However, Miss Todd and Mr. Brine have devised 
a varied programme of music to enrich our lives and to broaden our repertoire.  

French 

This term the children will learn how to follow and to use commands; colours; days of the 
week; body parts; count to 20; and to use simple greetings.  

 

General Notice- Children are expected to have a pencil case at school with replacement pencils 

and a glue stick. Please check that these are regularly fit for purpose. This enables children to 

take ownership of their ‘readiness for learning’.   

  

Homework  

Homework will soon be available via Google Classroom, look out for further information on this 

coming soon. Should your family need to self-isolate due to Covid-19, there will also be 

activities on the school website to support home learning on the first day of absence. For all 

following days of absence, home learning will be provided to you via email or Google 

Classroom. This will be for Covid related absence only 
 

Homework will usually consist of 2 Maths and 2 English tasks and occasionally R.E., Topic or 

Science:    

• Mathematics : times tables to practise (Y4 sit the Government Tests around Easter time) 

• Mathematics : A few calculations… to support what we’re studying in class 

• English : spelling words -> learn the 15-20 words using Spelling Shed (Y4 mostly with some 

commonly misspelt ones added from previous years) 

• English : short comprehension, book review, grammar exercise… via Google Classrooms 

 

Please contact me if you have any queries, concerns or joyful news regarding your child: via e-mail at    

jrose@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk ; and via face to face Monday, Tuesday and Friday after school 

until 17:00.  

Kind Regards,  

Mrs. Rose 
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