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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

I hope you had a wonderful summer and managed to share quality time with your families. It is fantastic to have my 

new Class 3, who have entered Key Stage 2 with such a positive attitude and are responding very well to the new 

systems and challenges this is bringing. Thank you for providing them with the equipment they need – they were all 

rightfully proud of their pencil cases. 

Detailed below are the curriculum areas we are covering this term and ideas of how you can help your child through 

homework, enrichment and other activities: 

 

English 

Children will experience a wide variety of writing and genres across the term. As you will be aware the children 

have already been enthused by our first book: ‘Cody the Caterpillar’ which is enabling them to 

transition smoothly into KS2 English, via many different reading and writing opportunities.  

By the time you read this we will have started study of: ‘The House Held up by Trees’ by Ted 

Kooser, in which we explore the themes of the narrative, and produce descriptive non-fiction 

writing in different forms, such as writing the life-cycle of seeds, seed packets, estate agents 

and newspaper reports.  

This will lead nicely into our next book: Helen Ward’s ‘The Tin Forest’ via arriving to find that 

rubbish has been emptied out all over the classroom floor! After sifting, sorting, and recycling into 

something new, we will explore the main character and the journey he goes through in clearing up 

the rubbish around his little house and transforming it into a beautiful forest of tin. We will write 

in role as the old man, producing diary entries and wishes, and also write a postcard to him to pass 

on some advice. The book will finish with writing a persuasive piece to encourage others to protect 

an area in the local environment.  

We will finish by looking at ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas' and the popular text, 'The Polar 

Express'. Children will analyse a narrative poem and identify rhyming couplets with a view to 

creating their own. We will participate in role-play and write a narrative stemming from an 

imagined experience based on the book and the film. 

 

Every child will have a regular creative writing session, on a Friday, that will have a strong emphasis on using the 

spellings and strategies they will have been taught each week and across the term. Whilst grammar and spelling 

objectives are embedded throughout, I will use some additional resources linked to our topic to consolidate 

learning. On Monday I will set spellings to learn and they will be tested the following week.  

To help your child at home please listen to your child read as much as possible as this affects every area of the 

curriculum. We will have guided reading sessions each week and your child will have many occasions to read 

throughout the week in various subjects. In KS2, children are encouraged to become independent in their reading 

choices and are asked to select their own reading books within a certain reading band once they have finished 

reading a book. It is our aim to get children reading a wide variety of texts and greatly value any comments you can 

contribute. As homework, these should be read daily.  

 

Maths  

This term, we will be placing an emphasis on developing and improving children’s skills in understanding place value, 

applying this knowledge confidently and using the four rules of number (addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division) these skills will then be transferred into other areas allowing opportunity for children to complete maths 

investigations as part of their lessons. The autumn term is also focused on securing quick recall of key number 

facts.  
 

Please encourage your child to complete any homework which will be based on work covered during the weekly 

lessons. This will allow them to secure their knowledge. (Set on a Thursday and handed in by the following Tuesday) 

Help with ‘number sense’ is also extremely valuable. There will be an emphasis on particular timestables and 

children will have the opportunity to take part in a whole school Maths Challenge.  



 

RE 

 

We begin this term by placing the concepts of God and Creation on a timeline of the Bible’s ‘Big Story’; making 

clear links between Genesis 1 and what Christians believe about God and Creation; describing what Christians do 

because they believe God is Creator. (For example, follow God, wonder at how amazing God’s creation is; care 

for the earth in some specific ways); and ask questions and suggest answers about what might be important in 

the creation story for Christians living today, and for people who are not Christians. There will also be 

comparisons to creation stories from some South American communities too. After half term, the class will 

study what it means to be Hindu. We’ll also mark some Holy Days and key events from other religions. 

 

Science In Science, during this half-term we will be looking at forces 

and magnets.  We will look at how things move and the effect 

of forces on them. We will observe and make predictions about 

different materials and magnets. After half term, we will be 

looking at the dietary needs of animals and humans. 

If you have access to the internet, any research or 

science games linking to the topic, would help 

further their knowledge. 

 

Topic 

 

 

Our Autumn topic is Rainforests and a South American Country Study. We aim to be familiar with the key 

climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts across South America. As well as study the environment, and how it 

works as an ecosystem. We will look at the Amazon River (via river features), with a focus on the water cycle 

and who lives in these areas. To conclude, we will look at some of today’s uses of the rainforest e.g., medicinal 

properties of rainforest plants.   

Art/DT We have already started with looking at journeys inspired by the artist Paul Klee. We will then move onto an in-

depth look at Seurat and Pointillism. Georges Seurat was an exceptional talent who sparked a revolutionary new 

painting technique and inspired an art movement. Seurat's theories led him to develop Pointillism, which was a 

vibrantly different artistic style where paintings were comprised of tiny colourful dots. 

Depending on prevailing circumstances, this may be followed by Christmas cooking later on in the term. 

  

Music In music, year 3 will work with Miss Todd on developing and awareness of rhythm and pulse and will link 

this to the term's topic by listening to some Brazilian samba and making some of our own repeating four-

beat rhythms. Music features in class assemblies too and children will listen to and respond to a range of 

musical styles and genres throughout the year and develop the vocabulary to discuss these. 

 

PE PE will take place each Thursday and Friday. Our Thursday 

focus will be tennis where children will take part in net games 

(coordination skills, balance) led by Mr Shilitoe. Whilst our 

Friday focus will be invasion games (chiefly tag rugby) led by 

the very talented Coventry Rugby Club staff. 

Please make sure your child has their PE kit in 

school and that it is clearly named to avoid 

confusion.  

It may also be useful to provide a carrier bag and 

scruffy jumper/jacket for when the weather turns 

and we are on a muddy field.  

Computing We will be starting to look at programming and algorithms. The children will 

use various programs to develop their understanding of using commands to 

make something happen. We will be reinforcing online safety rules. We will 

also use the laptops for research in different curriculum areas, making links 

where appropriate and accessing Google Classroom.  

If possible, children would benefit 

from developing their keyboard 

skills.  

Moreover, please help us to 

reinforce the very important rules 

of online safety. 

PSHE In our PSHE lessons, we will be thinking about new beginnings, in 

addition to setting up the rules and routines for our classroom. 

Children have thought about different ways they can be helpful in 

the class and have applied and been appointed for various jobs.  

Encourage your child to discuss their day with 

you thinking about challenges and successes.  

Help them to consider different ways of dealing 

with any issues that might arise. 

MFL 

 

In French, we will begin the year by learning greetings and how to introduce ourselves to each other. We will 

focus firstly on speaking and listening and aim to develop accurate pronunciation in short exchanges. Emphasis 

is on oral skills (listening and talking) but children may also learn to read and write French words. 

 

(Additional information about the curriculum is also available on the school website) 
 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any concerns or uncertainties. If you prefer a face-to-face 

meeting, please check with the office if I am free, after school, and make an appointment. I will always do my best 

to be available. I look forward to meeting you.  
 

Kind regards,  

S. Delaney  
(Class Teacher) 

 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2f9j6/articles/z3c6tfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2f9j6/articles/z3c6tfr

