
 

Year 1 Curriculum Autumn Term 2021  
Dear Parents/Carers, 

What an amazing start to the year the children have had! They are, each and every one, truly a great credit to 

you. Year One is a big change for them and it is a busy term, so you may find they are very tired some days. We 

are gradually introducing the children to a Key Stage One curriculum, slowly building up the expectations of 

activities which need to be done each day. I am trying hard to ensure that these activities remain experience 

and play based for as long as the children need. Therefore, we still have many elements of free-choice/play 

which will slowly decrease over the half term. We have Forest School on a Friday whatever the weather. Please 

ensure your child has wellies, waterproofs and warm clothing! We always enjoy a warm drink when it gets really 

chilly! 

In the mornings, the children are welcomed into class from 8.45 if they need support in separating. Otherwise 

it should be an 8.55 start. Our Year 1 team this year is led by myself, Miss Foster, with the support of the 

wonderful Mrs Molloy in the mornings and the fabulous Mrs Murray in the afternoons. Miss Shepherd will also 

be covering the class on a Thursday, Mrs Maffey for part of Monday afternoon and Mr Delaney for computing 

for part of Wednesday afternoon! What a busy bunch we will be!  

Detailed below are the areas we are covering this term and suggestions of how you can help at home. If you 

would like more information please speak to me or see the school website as there are detailed plans for each 

subject.  

Subject Information How you can help 

English Phonics sessions are each morning and will follow our brand 

new phonics programme, Sounds Write. This means that the 

way we manage reading books will change slightly so look out 

for a letter to accompany reading books. Children will read 

individually, in groups and as a whole class and will take place 

throughout the week.  

Children will experience a wide variety of writing and genres 

across the term and in Friday writing sessions.  

We are currently focusing on using capital letters, full stops, 

finger spaces and adding descriptive words to our writing. 

Throughout the term we will be reading stories with 

predictable phrases and writing our own versions. In poetry, 

we will be studying rhyming poems, identifying patterns and 

writing labels, captions and recounts. We will endeavour to 

link our learning to our Topic as often as possible, we have 

already found out about a beautiful garden growing in the 

middle of a big city.   

Please listen to your child read as 

often as possible and ask questions 

about the text. Books must be in 

school every day so that they can 

read with an adult at every 

opportunity.  

 

Help them to practice any sounds 

they have learnt in Phonics and 

ensure your child completes any 

homework set. 

 

  

 

Maths In Maths, we have begun this term by becoming even more 

familiar with our numbers up to 20, identifying which are 

more than and less than 10, being able to order numbers and 

being able to sort objects into groups. We will continue to 

focus our learning on the place value of numbers for a few 

more weeks and then we will move onto addition and 

subtraction.  In Year 1, our maths remains as practical as 

possible and will happen both indoors and out, including 

during Forest School.  

Homework each week will link to our learning in class.  

Please ensure your child completes 

homework set each week as this 

will help secure their knowledge. 

Any practical activities, learning of 

number bonds, ordering will all 

further your child’s understanding. 

Look out for KIRFs coming soon! 

 

 

 

 



Science Miss Shepherd will be teaching Year 1 Science this year. She 

will begin by studying ‘Uses of Everyday Materials’, being 

able to name and identify different materials and distinguish 

between the object and the material as well as grouping them 

with their properties. We will also be observing the seasonal 

changes during Autumn and Winter.  We will be using our 

Forest school sessions to support this learning where 

possible. 

Discussing what children have done 

in lessons, looking at the changes 

throughout the seasons and asking 

them to find an object made out of 

a certain material.  

Topic This term, we are learning about London!  We will be finding 

out about our capital city and why it is an important place. 

The children will be looking at maps of London, researching 

famous landmarks and finding out about the Great Fire of 

London. We will be linking our English work to topic, ensuring 

real depth of coverage and learning. 

Any information books about 

London and discussions will help the 

children develop their 

understanding further.  

Computing Mr Delaney will be covering computing lessons. He will be 

supporting the children in programming Beebots and finding 

their way around laptops and the various programmes needed 

to access the curriculum as a whole.  

If your child has access to a 

computer using the mouse to 

control objects and talking to them 

about how to be safe whilst using 

them. 

PE This term, we have PE on a Monday with KITS Academy and 

will be covering a wide range of sports skills. We will have 

some other lessons on a Thursday, mainly focussed on dance, 

but we may also cover some of our learning in PE as part of 

our Forest School learning on a Friday. 

Please make sure your child has an 

appropriate PE kit in school for 

these sessions. 

RE The topics Creation and Harvest will be covered this half 

term, focusing on how the world was made and how we should 

care for our world.  We will be talking about Creation from a 

Christian perspective. Later in the term, we will be looking at 

the topic of ‘Who is a Muslim and what do they believe?’ 

Discuss with your Child what they 

have been learning in class about 

Christians and other religions. 

Music This half term, we are exploring different sounds through a 

range of songs, both singing and listening and identifying 

sounds around us. We will be using a range of instruments to 

create different pieces and varying the duration of the 

sounds. Throughout the year, we will study different artists 

in both Music lessons and through the curriculum. 

Ask children to share the 

different songs they learn, listen 

and identify different sounds and 

the different durations. If you 

have the opportunity, listen to a 

variety of music styles. 

PSHE In these lessons, we will be discussing ‘New Beginnings’ and 

learning all about self-regulation with Mrs Maffey. Children 

will be focusing on a new school year, how this can be quite 

scary for some, managing our feelings and our class 

expectations and what we can do to make others feel 

comfortable in a new setting.  

Any discussions with your child 

about what we have been talking 

about in class. 

 

Reading books will be changed every week. We will confirm the exact day via Google Classroom. Children will 

receive two reading scheme books, one which is to consolidate and build fluency, using words containing sounds 

the children already know, and the other for enjoyment and stamina for reading. Please fill in the Reading 

Record each time you read with your child. We want to know about ‘real’ books too! Homework is allocated via 

Google Classroom on a Friday and should be returned, online, by the following Wednesday.  

 

Please do not hesitate to drop me an email with any queries you may have, 

sfoster@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk.  

 

Best Wishes and welcome to Year One! 

 

Sorrel Foster 

mailto:sfoster@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk

