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Dear parents and friends of the school, 
 

Thank you for making the start of the new academic year such a 
good one: your children have looked smart, they have been as      
eager as ever to learn and they have been very welcoming themselves of 
new friends across the school. I love the return of those KS2 class lines 
first thing in the morning. Thank you again: your support makes all the 
difference.  
 

The start of the day is 8.55am so that guided reading can make a prompt start. I am 
planning (starting next week) to hear groups read and asses them across the school through 
the year. It foes mean that I might not be on the gate every morning as a result, but it is, I 
hope, very much worth it. Good reading: good comprehension are the keys to all areas of lean-
ing and I know if very much a priority shared by all teachers, myself and hopefully yourselves.  
 

Covid hasn’t gone away. Warwickshire with Public Health have confirmed the following: 

                                                                           

 
Details with regard to clubs that are available for children to make the most of. Please 
note that music lessons with Mrs Foxwell are being offered to children in Year 2 this year. 

 The Teacher Curriculum Letters will be   
published next Friday. The topic of London for KS1 
and rainforests in KS2 have already taken flight.  
 Key dates for your diary will also be          
published very soon, including a phonics workshop 
for parents, an Open Evening and some PTA events.  
 An Apple Day or two - the apples seem to be 
riper earlier than usual in my garden, and children 
have traditionally loved making them shine and 
crunching into them!  

And my focus on reading! 
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We encourage you to recommend PCR testing for close contacts when there are cases in the setting. Pupils and 
staff will not be isolated unless they: 

 Test positive for COVID-19 (LFT or PCR Test) 

 Experience/Display COVID-19 Symptoms 

 Are a close contact over the age of 18 years and 6 months and are not fully vaccinated (fully vaccinated -  
taken the 2nd dose at least 14 days before) 

 

Unless they fall within the above three categories, pupils and staff will not be prevented from coming to school 
while awaiting results, however, these tests may help in efforts to prevent further spread within the school setting. 
Pupils and staff over the age of 18 years and 6 months who are not fully vaccinated will be required to isolate if they 
are identified as a close contact of a positive case. It is also important for me to remind you that pupils who display 
symptoms of COVID-19 (a high temperature, a new continuous cough, or a loss or change to sense of smell or 
taste) should not be allowed to remain in the setting, but should be sent home and asked to follow Public Health 
advice. If pupils remain symptomatic (a high temperature, a new continuous cough, or a loss or change to sense of 
smell or taste) following a negative PCR result, they should remain off from school until well for 48 hours. If parents 
of pupils displaying symptoms of COVID-19 wish not to test their child, they should remain off from school for 10 
days from the onset of these symptoms. 

Coming up in the coming week: 

https://www.facebook.com/StLawrencePrimarySchool/


 
 

Thank you so much for  
supporting the recent book 
fair, which has enabled us to 

buy this big box of new 
books for the school! Year 6 

were so pleased to have a 
good look through them 

this week and explore some 
of our new titles. 

We never take our surroundings for granted and can thank Gordon Clarke for ensuring that the 
grounds look really fine for the return of the children. You might have spotted the gleaming fascia 

boards too - redecorated over the summer to keep the school looking good! 
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Little Lawrences are thrilled to 
be back! They’ve had a great 

week together and really         
enjoyed making use of the new 

outdoor equipment. We’re      
delighted to welcome a      

wonderful new addition to the 
Early Years team, Mrs 
Khushbu Keserwani 
(pictured left, leading            

story time on the carpet). 
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Happy, sunny times on the KS1 playground… it’s great to be playing together again! 

We’ve invested in the Reception and Little Lawrences outdoor area over the summer, 
and we’re delighted to see it being so much enjoyed and so well used already!  

It has been a terrific start for maths 
across the school - a few initial assess-

ments - but Mr D, what is all this on your 
Yr3 tables? The children loved it!  

Matching shoe 
styles has been 
quite a thing on 
the KS1 play-

ground! 



 

We’ve been blessed with some lovely weather during this first week back at 
school, which has meant plenty of opportunities to do some great outdoor            

activities! Our fabulous new teaching assistant Miss Hawthorn (pictured above 
right with Yr3) has a brilliant programme in place already, and will leading KS2 at 

lunchtime in a variety of activities. Welcome, Miss Hawthorn!  

Lilly R (Yr5) has been selected for junior 
Rider of the Year (under 16), and she’d     

really appreciate your votes! Please click on 
the link below, select Lilly’s name and click 

Vote. Thank you for your support… and 
please share far and wide!  

 
https://

www.showingworldonline.co.uk/voting/ 

Aoife is rightly proud of this 
‘Big’ Wheel that was painstak-
ingly put together in LnO. You 
can do all sort of things in Club! 

  

It is not too late, by any means, to 
get your contract to Sandra or the 

office to book your places at a  
preferential rate. 
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After the past two difficult years, the focus has to 
be on progress, progress and progress. To aid this, 
a new phonics scheme has been adopted and trained 
for, and is now being delivered; Guided Reading has 
been given a longer time slot and has been refreshed 

and is again why some new exciting resources and 
maths is simply on fire with a heavy focus on fluency, 

speed and the ability of children to explain their  
methods. The addition of more staff just helps to make 

this all possible and enable a lot more small group 
work and personalised learning opportunities. Only 

today the classrooms and corridors were quietly  
buzzing as different adults (including volunteers) 

were reading with different groups of children. Had I 
been able to bottle this and deliver it to you… I would 

have done: it was magical. 

https://www.showingworldonline.co.uk/voting/
https://www.showingworldonline.co.uk/voting/


 

Very well done to Chesca, Ava and Francesca 
whose football team were victorious last week 

in their match!  

Congratulations to Rupert, Elise 
and Tim who were officially     

enrolled as Beavers in the 1st 
Stockton group just before the 

summer! And congratulations too 
to Charlie (far left) who is now a 
Lodge Leader in Beavers, which 

is a great responsibility.  

Bella and Bradley reached the summit of Ben 
Nevis - the highest peak in the British Isles 

(1345m/4406 ft) - in August! What an amazing 
achievement!  

We love to celebrate the pupils’ achievements at St Lawrence’s, so if your child has        
received an award or taken part in something outside school, please do let us know in the 
office! If you’d like a certificate presented to your child in Friday’s achievement assembly, 

please bring it to us in the office by the end of Thursday at the latest. Thank you!  

Well done to Isla S who has 
achieved her Stage 4 swimming and 

finished the Summer Reading   
Challenge, Iona S who has also  

completed her Summer Reading 
Challenge, Alessa K who’s part of 
Southam Football Club and was 
part of the winning team in the 

tournament over the summer, and 
Georgie K who completed Summer 

Reading Challenge and was   
awarded Star of the Day at Southam 

Football Club! You’ve all done    
brilliantly and we’re so proud of 

you!  
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Year 1 were so excited 
to be taking part in 

their first Forest 
School session of the 

year!  



We are delighted to announce     
today’s Stars of the Week!  

 
 

 
Little Lawrences: Maria and the early years team are incredibly proud of how well all the children 
have started back in Little Lawrences this school year. They are all keen to learn and have really   
enjoyed the new equipment. A great start to what is going to be a fantastic year!! This week’s Kind 
award goes to Jasper for his amazing cleaning up skills and always helping an adult. And Cara has 
been given the Happy Award for her enjoyment of singing and incredible dance moves.  
 
Reception: The whole class are this week’s Stars, for settling in so well to Reception class, for 
learning new routines and for all being simply wonderful! Mrs George is so proud of you all.   
 
Yr1: Lily has come back into school showing she is ready for Year 1. She has listened, tried her   
hardest and shown great confidence. Lily... you are amazing!   
 
Yr2: Ronnie has worked really hard in all areas this week. He has started this year with a fantastic 
hardworking attitude. He has risen to all the challenges set before him, and has really impressed us 
with his reading. He is so enthusiastic and talks about the books in great detail. It has been lovely to 
see Ronnie's hand shooting up in all lessons too. A great start, Ronnie - well done!  
 
Yr3: Olivia has had a lovely week, particularly with all our English work linked to Cody the caterpil-
lar. She has written (and edited) some lovely ideas about how Cody felt at the start, and then the 
end, of the story. Moreover, she launched into a lengthy 'setting description' with great gusto! May 
the infectious enthusiasm continue throughout Year 3 and KS2! Well done! 
 
Yr4: Angus is Mrs Rose’s Star this week for using super phonics and blends when decoding             
unfamiliar words and for discussing aspects of the texts well. I am also proud of his enthusiasm and 
perseverance to ask for more calculations in Maths and for brilliantly converting them between    
Arabic and Roman numerals. What a great start to Year 4! 
 
Yr5: After having a brilliant day at the start of this week, Leo has been keen to take on additional  
responsibilities within Class 5. His effort in lessons has been outstanding, and he has gracefully faced 
every challenge and task with a smile. It has been a pleasure to see him settle in with his classmates 
so well. Well done, Leo!  
 
Yr6: Daniel has blown us away with his determined, mature attitude this week. He has started off 
Year 6 as a true role model, demonstrating a hardworking, resilient approach to his work. His hand 
has been shooting up constantly to make brilliant contributions and he should be extremely proud of 
his written work across all subjects.  
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If your child enjoys singing, there are some wonderful musical opportunities starting up now, after 
such a long time of not being able to take part in communal singing. These choirs are free of charge 

and everyone is welcome!  
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Below are the school term dates for the 2021-2022 academic year. 

The Family Information Service is here 
to support families across                 

Warwickshire. As always, you can get 
in touch with them by                      

emailing fis@warwickshire.gov.uk or 
calling 01926 742274. Follow them on 

Facebook  here. 

St Lawrence Church in Napton is now open every day, so please do feel free to drop in for 
a moment of reflection or quiet prayer. 

mailto:fis@warwickshire.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/WarwickshireFIS

