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Gold - in recognition of the continuing season of 

Easter and rejoicing. 

 

 

 

This is the week that would, in most ordinary times, be dominated 
by talk of Yr6 SATs, teddies, toast and a little treat and though it 
feels ‘normal’ most of the time, it isn’t quite there yet.  
 

The advice received from the DfE with regard to COVID-19 rules and regulations went on for 
over 70 pages, but has amounted to little change with regard to primary schools: 
 

 Bubble structures remain unchanged 
 One-way systems remain unchanged 
 Additional handwashing, use of gel and hygiene measures remain unchanged 
 The use of face coverings for staff and volunteers, where there cannot be social           

distancing, remains unchanged ….. inside the building 
 Good ventilation… and the need for it… still as it was 
 The embargo on big assemblies, choirs and the normal orchestra arrangements… well, I 

hope for better news in June. 
 

But little subtleties of change appear to signal further hope for the future, including: 
 

 Singing in bubbles… preferably outside but could be in the hall. 
 And face coverings (but still a requirement for social distancing) will now be a matter 

of personal choice for parents and family members when dropping off or collecting 
children on the school grounds. This will be kept under review. 

 

Not as many relaxations of rules as many might have hoped for but… it is the way! Let us 
though focus on what we can do: something that as a school we are, I hope, noted for: 
 

 Trips will be starting this coming week: The Rollright Stones and Cross Hands Quarry. 
 Swimming will continue for Yr4… at least until the close for refurbishment!! 
 Lunchtime and after-school clubs will continue as planned. 
 And… our lessons across the curriculum will be delivered as planned too! 
 

At the top of this letter, I mentioned SATs… and the fact that they would normally be held 
at this time. No formal tests will be  
undertaken across the school with   
results being submitted to the Local 
Authority and the DfE. 
 

However, starting next week,       
children in Year 6 will sit some 
past papers for the next fortnight 
so as to inform teacher assess-
ments… and recreate the ‘rite of 
passage’ that so many thrive on.  
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https://www.facebook.com/StLawrencePrimarySchool/


The tests have their place… but judging from the reaction of the children, it is the toast and 
teddies that they are especially looking forward to… a tradition that each generation 
seems to cherish. A little treat is also planned but ….. don’t say a word please! 
 

During this fortnight, all children in Year 2 will informally carry out their assessments as 
part of their lessons. These will also be based on past papers. 
 

From June 7th, all other children will be assessed through a variety of tests and set tasks for 
all core subjects over a period of three weeks. This will include Phonic Screening (unofficial 
and using past tests) for Year 1s. Yr6 writing assessments will continue during this time. 
 

Life, though, isn’t all about tests and exams. As ever, a quick tour of the school is a joy 
to behold as captured in many of the photographs this week: no snoozy ‘show and tell’ last 
Friday afternoon but lots of specialist sports with Mr Meacham from Coventry Rugby Club, 
Athletics with our Mr Shillitoe, and Forest School led by our Miss Foster, with the lovely 
Miss Barnett and our nature expert Mr Dyke! 
 

Do enjoy these lovely shots, taken in some lovely sunshine, even if the past week has often 
been decidedly damp. At least it has been warmer! Have a lovely weekend.  
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Yr3 athletics with Mr Shillitoe…. And they’re off! 
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Year 3 have been looking at creating expanded noun phrases this week, with the adjectives 
from their class book: Arthur and the Golden Rope. They've used a 'role-on-the-wall' to put these 

into clear sentences and give reasons for their choices.  

We are so fortunate to be able to offer Tag Rugby at St Lawrence’s, both as part of the curriculum 
and as an after-school club. And our wonderful Forest School area is such a pleasure to spend 

time in. Mick Dyke has set up the wildlife camera on the fence which we hope will record lots of       
wonderful footage and help us understand what’s happening in our school habitat. Little           
Lawrences have been out there this week as well as Year 1: see overleaf for more photos!  



 

A group of Little Lawrences 
explored the Forest School 
with Mick Dyke this week. 

The children were helped to 
assess their own risk, and 
they made great choices to 

ensure they were safe. They 
made potions and hunted 

for mini-beasts! 
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Year 1 had a wonderful 
time in Forest School 
last Friday. Look at all 

those smiles and all that 
concentration!  
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Year 4 and Mrs Rose have been making Anglo-Saxon 
buildings this week, with beautiful results.  



 

The range of activities in Little Lawrences never fails to amaze me - 
from great drawing tables with shapes and numbers, to sensory trays 
featuring ground coffee mixes: from vast village complexes featuring 
train tracks and roads, to zoos and fields featuring animals from 
across the world.  
 

The animals closer to home, including typical farm animals, never fail 
to capture imaginations - especially when they find out their food 
comes from many of them. Who doesn’t like talking about food: who 
doesn’t like making food and …. who (most of all) doesn’t like eating 
the food?! 
 
This week, cows seem to have featured a lot …. or rather the milk and 
cream that they produce, and you’d butter believe it when I tell you 
that to go on their toast - they made their own butter! What a          
triumph, Vikki: the children loved it! 



PTA cake sales are back! 
 

Many thanks to the very kind Year 5       
parents who baked for us this week; it’s 
greatly appreciated! Please look out for 
Google Forms in advance of the dates listed 
below, which will invite you to both bake 
and bid. This has proved to be a great way 
to make money for each class even when 
restrictions have prevented us from     
fundraising as we usually would. Thank 
you so much for your support.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note that there will be no cake 
sale on Friday 9th July, as that is the 

date of the school fiesta. 
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Very well done to everyone who took part in Mrs Foxwell’s Practice    
Challenge! We are delighted to announce the winners, who have received their 

prizes in assembly this morning. 
 

First place: Eoin (Yr4), who did 350 minutes of practice and wins a music stand, medal and 
a bag of sweets. 
Joint second place: Jemima, Isobel (both Yr4) and Alessa (Yr3) who did 305 minutes of 
practice each. They win a bag of sweets, a pack of music pencils and a medal. 
Third place: Zippie (Yr6) who did 265 minutes of practice and wins a bag of sweets. 
And there is a bonus prize for Willow (Yr5) who did 200 minutes of practice and wins a bag 
of sweets too!  
 

As you may have seen in last week’s School Journal, Mrs Foxwell and her daughter Jess are 
fundraising for the Alzheimer’s Society. Please support them if you can, using the link       
below. Thank you!  
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/runfordementia-thefoxwells 

If your child is involved in an extra-curricular club which is running after school or has to be 
cancelled at short notice and you ever can’t get here on time to pick them up, please know 

that they will be put in Larks ‘n’ Owls until you arrive and a charge will apply.  
 

Thank you, as ever, for your understanding. 

Year 4 Friday 21st May 
Year 3 Thursday 27th May 
Year 2 Friday 11th June 
Year 1 Friday 18th June 
Reception Friday 25th June 
LL   Friday 2nd July 
LnO  Friday 16th July 

Thank you for 
the support of 
the Yr6 sale 
last week! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/runfordementia-thefoxwells


 

Don't they look busy! Little Lawrences have had such a wonderful time in the 
sandpit this week!  

Yr6 SATs timetable (subject to variation and individual needs) 
Tests will be taken in the hall and classroom and largely emulate exam conditions as in past years. 

Results will be used to inform teacher assessments and will not be submitted to the DfE or  
separately reported to parents. Readers will be available in accordance with past guidance. 
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St Lawrence Church is now open on Wednesdays, Saturdays 
and Sundays for people to go in and take a moment to sit, reflect 

and pray if they’d like to. All are welcome to visit on those days, and 
we are very much looking forward to the church reopening for 

weekly services from Sunday 23rd May (Pentecost) onwards. There 
will be a service that day at 5pm, to which everyone will be warmly 

welcomed. 

Monday 
17/5 

English: Reading  
Comprehension 

Maths: Paper  1 
Arithmetic  

Hot buttered toast 

Tuesday 
18/5 

Maths: Paper  2 
Reasoning 1  

- Hot buttered toast 

Wednesday 
19/5 

English: Punctuation &  
Grammar 

English: Spellings Hot buttered toast 

Thursday 
20/5 

Maths: Paper  3 
Reasoning 2  

- Hot buttered toast 



There's a wide range of parenting workshops available advising on sleep,    
routines and boundaries, understanding your child's behaviour and much 

more, all hosted by Warwickshire Children and Families service. They're all 
free of charge and take place online, so do have a browse to see what's on.  

 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/warwickshire-children-and-families-

17595309993 

A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that  
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31) 

 

Congratulations to Olivia (Yr5) who 
won first place and was awarded a 

rosette in an event at Onley Grounds 
Equestrian Complex this week!  

And well done to Daisy (Yr3) who has         
successfully passed her bbo dance Classical 

Ballet Entry Level Introduction! 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/warwickshire-children-and-families-17595309993
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/warwickshire-children-and-families-17595309993


We are delighted to announce today’s 
Stars of the Week!  

 

 
LL: Millie has overcome her nerves this week and successfully tackled an obstacle course inde-
pendently. At first Millie needed the adults’ support to travel across but she was soon evaluating her 
own risk and safety to walk across the different sized obstacles with no support. Well done Millie! 
 

Reception: Jaxon is Mrs George’s Star this week for being kind, polite and wonderful! Also for making 
brilliant progress in phonics.  
 

Yr1: Hugo has tried very hard in all aspects of school life this week. He has joined in with lessons 
brilliantly, sharing his excellent knowledge with his class. He has also tried really hard to be helpful, 
trying hard to support the grown ups in class by completing little jobs, without even being asked! 
Thank you Hugo and well done!  
 

Yr2: Zachary has worked so hard in English this week. He has listened and carefully approached his 
writing tasks, used full stops, capital letters and conjunctions correctly, tried very hard to spell 
words accurately and edited his work to improve it and make it more interesting. Zachary has also 
spent time taking care and has presented his work in a super-neat way. Well done, Zachary!  
 

Yr3: Daisy has had an amazing week. She has really enjoyed our Vikings topic, and produced a lovely 
performance involving King Alfred the Great and King Althelston. Her enthusiasm has led to some 
lovely writing that has included expanded nouns and varied verbs – as learnt in her English lessons. 
Keep up the amazing work, Daisy; it has been lovely to see you just go for it this week.  
 

Yr4: Ellie-Mae (pictured second from right) lights up the 
room with her cheery, enthusiastic and positive approach to all 
areas of learning. She is well organised and determined to em-
brace all challenges set (and those additional ones she sets her-
self) with 100% commitment and fortitude. Mrs Rose is really 
impressed with her work on creating some complicated images 
using coordinates, and translating these and 2D shapes across 
her grids. She has also given her time, support and expertise, 
with a very willing heart, to guiding others.  
 

Yr5: Dom has had a fantastic week and been determined to show us the very best that he can do. His 
hand has been regularly up defining grammatical terms, suggesting superb figurative phrases to use 
in our writing, supporting others with their maths and being an all-round brilliant member of the 
class. It has been fantastic to see Dom really give his all to every lesson this week - well done Dom 
and keep it up!  
 

Yr6: Sam works so hard all the time and is making such great progress without needing to shout 
about it. Miss Todd chose him in particular this week because of the narratives we have been work-
ing on inspired by Beowulf. We've been creating monsters and heroes and trying to write in a style 
inspired by Michael Morpurgo's version. Miss Todd says: “I am bowled over by the work Sam has 
done so far and can't wait to see the finished version - though it may keep me awake at night. Sam - 
you are amazing!” 
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Silver awards this week go to: Hugo (Yr1), Lara,     
Adrian and Harvey K-V (Yr5). 
 

Gold awards this week go to: Evie-Rose, Harrison, Jaxon 
(Reception), Bryn, Violet, Olive (Yr1), Francesa (Yr2), Ellie
-Mae, Fred and Jacob (Yr4). 



 

Visit https://www.active-camps.com/rugby-school-rugby/ 
for more details!  
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Dates for the Diary 
 

 

Tuesday 18th May: Yr4 Rollright Stones trip. (Change of date!) 
Thursday 20th May: Yr3 Cross Hands trip. (Change of date!) 
Friday 28th May: Inset day. School closed to children.  
Monday 7th June: Inset day. School closed to children.  
Wednesday 9th June: Y1/2 Coombe Abbey trip.  
Friday 11th June - Friday 18th June: Book fair.  
Wednesday 16th June: Sports Day - Little Lawrences and whole school. 
Tuesday 22nd June: Yr5 Horley Scout Camp. 
Wednesday 23rd June - Friday 25th June: Yr6 Pioneer Centre trip.  
Monday 28th June: Yr5 Blackwell Adventure Park trip. 
Wednesday 30th June: Warwickshire/Napton Cricket Festival Day. 
Monday 5th July: Music Concert Night. 
Tuesday 6th July: Yr5 3rd trip - to have an orienteering theme! 
Wednesday 7th July New LL Day and Whole School Transition Day.  
       An additional new to LL Day will be the 8th July. 
Wednesday 7th July - 9th: Southam Induction Days for current Yr6 (3days)  
Friday 9th July: PTA Family Festival and Live Music Event. 
 

Below are the school term dates for the 2021-2022 academic year. 


