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(Red is for marking the forthcoming Holy Week).

All seasons in one week: the brightest of sunshine, to the greyest
of starts, the relative warmth of the afternoons to those frosty starts…
and rain, hail and snow? It hasn’t just been the weather that has been
just happening through the week: it really has been St Lawrence’s at its very best: jampacked with activity, from the more formal assessments to those with the lightest touch, to
reading observations and checks from myself, to the observing of reading for pure
enjoyment and form serious study of grammar and punctuation, to crazy costumes that
herald rehearsals for mini plays to be enjoyed very soon! (Yes, Yr3&4 are in the very midst
of video productions to share next week!) No wonder that I love working at the school: a
rare combination of such strands that make this place so special.
Naturally the week has included small acts that mark one year since the first
lockdown. For me personally and some others, this is perhaps quite difficult but it is
good to know that one year on we are able to celebrate the return to relative normality in
school, even if they are comparatively baby steps. On Tuesday, we were able to implement a
revised timetable that allowed our Year 6s to return to the hall for the second sitting of
lunch. It does mean that I am on daily duty to ensure that everything is served on time and
that furniture is disinfected before they can come into the hall, but it really has been worth
it to see our wonderful Year 6 chatting, laughing and enjoying their lunches (cooked or
otherwise) together.
A couple of weeks ago I announced that we would be welcoming back volunteers with
the school after Easter. Lotte will be reaching out to all those on her books in the
coming days, but… how wonderful that some pre
-empted this and have already been in touch! I
can’t tell you how blessed this school is to have
such people associated with it. If you would like
to be a new volunteer, please do get in touch.
Such a role is taken very seriously and includes a
number of checks and a meeting with myself,
but… I’m sure you’d all agree that this is the right
thing to do, and the difference that volunteering
makes is so big that it is worth it.
I leave you now with pages of photography
celebrating the many achievements of
individuals, groups and classes. Have a
wonderful Palm Sunday weekend!
A splendid array of lovely Reception artwork, up
on display in the hall for all in school to enjoy!
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A few words on Palm Sunday and Holy Week
We are not usually in school during the very special week that
precedes Easter itself: known as Holy Week and marked in
red. The events, all recorded in the gospels, tell of a week like
no other in history with Jesus being heralded as the great
leader and Saviour on what is now known as Palm Sunday, to
then being betrayed, put on trial, humiliated and then being
crucified (what a turn around), to then ….. defeat death itself
by his glorious resurrection.
Next Friday (Good Friday) is an especially solemn day and is
often marked with the stripping of decoration in churches, in
abstinence and as a day of prayer… and, as such, marked as a
Holy Day… or holiday.

The resurrection… Easter itself, of course… is by contrast marked
with a real sense of happiness, light and celebration… and as
such… marked with a full two weeks off!!

Investigations, Scientific Enquiries and Scientists of All Kinds!
W/c 19th April (the first week back after Easter) will be a Science Week and will be all
about investigations and scientific enquiries. There’ll be a lot of science all week but 21st
April will be the main Science Day, with every child being involved in 3 big investigations
throughout the day.
Children (and staff) are all welcome to
get dressed up as scientists… as lab
technicians, as historical science
figures… but also as those for whom
science is a big part of their careers: as
zoologists, as astronomers, as doctors,
as… well, the list could go on and on!

Let’s start the Summer
Term off with a bang!
For the Fridays of the past term, I have spent the evenings looking after Lar ks ‘n’ Owls.
Though this is by far the quietest evening it has been a real privilege to share terrible jokes with
the children, share in some of their games and spend time simply chatting and getting to know
them. I’ve even taken on the cooking to ensure that their tummies are not left rumbling. The tuna
pasta bake was seen as a bit of a hit, the potato volcanoes went down remarkably well but they
appeared to enjoy the home made ‘Toad in the
Hole’ so much that they’ve asked to have it
again tonight. My last time for cooking?
I would like to thank all those that have
worked with me but especially wanted to
mention Angus and Leo who helped make the
batter last week (with total attention to
hygiene) and were so intrigued to see it rising
in the oven. I’m told that with the thick gravy
and veg it tasted very nice!
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Another lovely week in
Reception, and lots of happy
smiling faces as the children
learn, play and have fun together!
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Year 1 have been finding out more about Katie Morag. It’s
lovely to be working together after so long away from school!
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KS1 had a lovely session with author and illustrator James Mayhew a couple
of weeks ago, and Year 2 have been doing some pointillism artwork inspired
by his wonderful book Katie’s Picture Show, where Katie visits the National
Gallery and five famous paintings come alive! Click below to read a little
more about the first of Katie’s many adventures.
https://www.jamesmayhew.co.uk/books/katies-picture-show

There have been some terrific personal achievements in writing this week in Class 2 with lots
of Head teacher stickers being awarded.
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Test and Trace Support Payments
Parents and carers of children who have been advised to self-isolate by their
education setting or by NHS Test and Trace are now able to apply for a Test and
Trace Support Payment or discretionary payment of £500, if they meet the
eligibility criteria. The extension of the Test and Trace Support Payment
scheme, which is administered by district and unitary local authorities in
England, ensures that parents receive the financial support they need if they
are unable to attend work due to childcare responsibilities.
Parents and carers should apply to their local authority to receive a payment.
Applications for the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme are made via the
local authority in which the parent or carer resides, not the local authority
where the setting is situated, if these are different.
Click below to read more information on the gov.uk website.

https://www.gov.uk/test-and-trace-support-payment
Is your child in Year 3 or above and interested in learning a brass instrument? A
space with Mrs Pugh has become available, so please do contact the office if you’d
like your child to start lessons.

Times Tables World Cup! (back for this Wednesday 31st March)
Yr1
Adding, taking
away to 10, to 20
and all the number
bonds in between
as fast as they can
go.

Yr2
Halving of odd
numbers: of 1,3,5,7
and 9 as a fraction

Yr3

Yr4, 5 and 6.

X8 tables - instant recall
against the clock, against
the computer and against
each other!

X9 tables - but do they
know their division facts
as well - with multiples of
10, 100 and 1000!
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During the past two weeks, Y5 have been
embracing the collaborative side of school
and have been working in small groups to
put together a volcanology project. They've
written and filmed news broadcast scripts
about Mt. Naptona's imminent eruption;
learnt about the role of volcanologists and
specifically found out about Katia Krafft;
designed a robot volcanologist, built a robot
'volcanologist'; learnt about volcanic myths;
written their own version of such myths; explored J.M.W Turner and his volcanic landscape work. Great work to be proud of!
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World Book Day Potato Winners!
Congratulations to Lexi, Olive, Jessica and Seth who have won a book token each for their
brilliant potato designs! They have been presented with them this morning in assembly,
and we wanted to show you their fabulous book-themed potato creations! Very well done
to you all.
LL/Rec: Lexi - Hedwig
Year 1/2: Olive - The Gruffalo
Year 3/4: Jessica - Mermaid
Year 5/6: Seth - Giraffe
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We are delighted to announce today’s Stars of the Week!
LL: Our LL Star of the week is Heidi (pictured top right); she has really grown in
confidence during the past few weeks. She is filling the room with her beautiful
singing and we love to see her expressive dancing!
Reception: Lexi (pictured below right) is Mrs George’s Star this week for her
amazing creativity, positive attitude and excellent behaviour.
Yr1: Jack W is Miss Foster’s Star today for always working so hard, always
being a great friend and being such a help to everyone.
Yr2: Timmy has worked very hard this week and made super independent
progress on his number bonds. He has also been very truthful and honest and we
have been proud of him for this. Timmy has tried so hard in all his work. Keep up
the great work! You are our superstar this week.
Yr3: Austin is this week’s Yr3 Star for ‘giving it a go’ and trying his best when at
school. His enthusiasm has been ‘beaming’, in all areas, this week and it has been a
pleasure to behold. Mr Delaney has been particularly impressed with Austin’s
keenness to take a ‘key’ role in the Yr3 small performance and his ability to
quickly rehearse his lines. Keep going Austin – full steam ahead!
Yr4: Orla gives 100% to everything she does. She's not afraid to have a go at new
challenges or to welcome new experiences. Her thirsty, inquisitive mind and
determined, positive attitude have ensured she continues to make good progress in all subjects.
Mrs Rose is really proud of the way she has supported others to help them build confidence and
skills, particularly in Maths and Guided Reading Sessions. What a superstar!
Yr5: Rosie has had a superb week, embracing all learning and being an excellent role
model for all in the class. She has demonstrated a continued kindness to all and has been
making brilliant contributions to class discussions and our work on Climate Change. Well done,
Rosie; you should be really proud of all that you are doing!
Yr6: Miss Todd and Mrs Coombe’s Star this week is Lilie, who has impressed with her
contributions to class discussions and our work on debating and structuring really wellorganised arguments. I can't wait to see how she gets on in our real debate! I also want to
celebrate her effort in maths - I do hope she gains confidence from what she has achieved. Lilie we are so glad you joined our school. What a joy it has been to have you with us.
Mollie (Yr2) has won a rosette for an online dressage test that she
entered! Her test was filmed in an arena and then it was judged by a
British Dressage judge.
She was the only child that entered the competition so was particularly
pleased with a 3rd placing. Mollie, we all think you have done really well!
Bronze awards this week go to: Seth, Luke and Arthur E
(Yr6).
Silver awards this week go to: Evie-Rose, Emily, Jaxon,
Florence, Frances (Reception), Tobias, Dylan, Ellie-Mae, Bea
and Harry (Yr4).
Gold awards this week go to: Rupert (Reception), Rosie,
Ronnie (Yr1), and Isabelle (Yr2).
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Place your orders any time between now and 4pm on Monday
29th March! This is a brilliant (and tasty) way to support the
PTA and celebrate the end of term.

A great initiative organised by the PTA to get everyone moving!
Please do contact the school office if you would like more
information.
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Proposed Dates for the Diary
(At this stage the following dates can only be pencilled in, but we are very hopeful
that they will go ahead, and will keep you updated at the soonest opportunity!)
Monday 3rd May: Bank holiday. School closed.
Tuesday 18th May: Yr3 Cross Hands trip.
Thursday 20th May: Yr4 Rollright Stones trip.
Friday 28th May: Inset day. School closed to children.
Monday 7th June: Inset day. School closed to children.
Wednesday 9th June: Y1/2 Coombe Abbey trip.
Friday 11th June - Friday 18th June: Book fair.
Wednesday 16th June: Sports Day - Little Lawrences and whole school.
Tuesday 22nd June: Yr5 Horley Camp.
Wednesday 23rd June - Friday 25th June: Yr6 Pioneer Centre trip.
Monday 28th June: Yr5 Blackwell Adventure Park.
Wednesday 30th June: Warwickshire/Napton Cricket Festival Day
Tuesday 6th July: Yr5 3rd trip.

Below are the school term dates for the 2021-2022 academic year, which
are also available on the school website.

A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31)

