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Friday 19th March 2021
In many ways it is as if the children have never been away: the
routines are back in full flow and much excellent work has been produced
around the whole school. I love seeing the children so proud of their
achievements!
Much of what is being done in school right now is to gently assess the children and go over
work that has been set since January. Clearly… where children have truly got it… then they are
given chances to use and apply their skills and further deepen their understanding and knowledge.
I am currently putting a timetable together and reviewing the curriculum to ensure that
children are given the greatest chance of ensuring that no key learning is not covered before they
move into their next year… or secondary schools! None of us want to see the lockdowns diminish the
chances of our wonderful children. Miss Shepherd has been doing an excellent job of rejigging these
timetables!! Mr Delaney has spent hours reviewing the maths.
To have music provision back in school has been very special. If you have a child in Yr2 or 3
who is keen to play an instrument with Mrs Foxwell (flute, saxophone, clarinet or piano) or Mrs Pugh
(any sort of brass) then please do look out for a Google Form.
I do intend to extend provision to Yr2s after Easter, though they will be taught separately from the
older year groups. Please note that if your child is in Yr4-6 and wants to play an instrument, do
contact the office directly.
Priority is directed to the eldest children and I do hope to restart the orchestra and choir as soon as
guidelines allow.
With so many banks and gardens filled with primroses, daffodils and even hyacinths, and with the
early blossoms on the trees and the first flushes of green to be seen in a few hedges, I feel that the
page is turning. Life is not quite back to normal yet and
with recent local rates still in a state of flux, we need to
still maintain vigilance and care, but hope is very much
alive and well. A vaccination booked for myself and
my wife this weekend is just another step on that road
to normality.
Whatever you are doing this weekend, whether it is
enjoying another walk, going out for a canal side jog or
going out for a ride on the bike, do enjoy it and delight
in the goodness that is all around us.
How lovely it is to see the daffodils bursting forth into
the sunshine and brightening up the school site!

If you are a Y6 parent and are yet to accept or decline the secondary school
place offered to your child on 1st March 2021, please do so as soon as possible
by visiting the Warwickshire School Admissions Service website.

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/admissions
A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31)

Proposed Dates for the Diary
(At this stage the following dates can only be pencilled in, but we are very hopeful
that they will go ahead, and will keep you updated at the soonest opportunity!)
Monday 3rd May: Bank holiday. School closed.
Tuesday 18th May: Yr3 Cross Hands trip.
Thursday 20th May: Yr4 Rollright Stones trip.
Friday 28th May: Inset day. School closed to children.
Monday 7th June: Inset day. School closed to children.
Wednesday 9th June: Y1/2 Coombe Abbey trip.
Friday 11th June - Friday 18th June: Book fair.
Wednesday 16th June: Sports Day - Little Lawrences and whole school.
Tuesday 22nd June: Yr5 Horley Camp.
Wednesday 23rd June - Friday 25th June: Yr6 Pioneer Centre trip.
Monday 28th June: Yr5 Blackwell Adventure Park.
Wednesday 30th June: Warwickshire/Napton Cricket Festival Day
Tuesday 6th July: Yr5 3rd trip.

Below are the school term dates for the 2021-2022 academic year, which
are also available on the school website.
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Who hasn’t been rather touched by the adorable
pictures and descriptions of teddies that the PTA have
put together in a bid to find loving homes for them? So
many are already off with their new
families in Little Lawrences and Reception. Thank you
to all who have made this happen.

Times Table World Cup!
(back for Wednesday 31st March)
Knowing your times tables is simply an essential skill for so many areas of maths,
including division and fractions and area.
Here at St Lawrence’s, we like it to be fun. If the children are to really benefit
from this light-hearted competition, though, they really do need to practise with
you or on Times Tables Rock Stars.

Yr1
Adding, taking
away to 10, to 20
and all the number
bonds in between
as fast as they can
go.

Yr2
Halving of odd numbers: of 1,3,5,7 and 9
as a fraction

Yr3

Yr4, 5 and 6.

X8 tables - instant recall
against the clock, against
the computer and against
each other!

X9 tables - but do they
know their division facts
as well - with multiples of
10, 100 and 1000!

Before we go on - a moment to reflect and think as it is still the Season of
LENT. Traditionally LENT is often considered a time to give something up, or a time for
fasting, so that when it has ended you really appreciate what we have: it was also a time
when by doing so, that we test ourselves: have we the inner strength to resist?
More recently this has, for many, been reinterpreted. I read this recently - a quote from the
leader of the Catholic Church Pope Francis - and was rather taken aback by the power of
how he has interpreted this important season within the year.
“Fast from hurting words … and say kind words:
Fast from sadness … and be filled with gratitude.
Fast from anger … and be filled with patience:
Fast from pessimism … and be filled with hope.
Fast from worries … and have trust in God:
Fast from complaints … and contemplate simplicity.
Fast from pressures … and be prayerful:
Fast from bitterness … and fill your hearts with joy.
Fast from selfishness …
and be compassionate to others:
Fast from grudges … and be reconciled.
Fast from words … and be silent so you can listen.”
I’d say that this is rather easier to read than actually do
but surely the world would be an even better place if we at least all tried. The words, read
in silence, certainly made me think. I hope that you are able to enjoy a moments of
kindness, gratitude, patience, hope, trust, simplicity, prayerfulness, compassion,
reconciliation and silence in this busy world.
An Irish blessing (in recognition of St Patrick’s Day earlier in the week) to enjoy:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PO3j6Hl_-Yw
We are all on a (metaphorical) journey at the moment!
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Mr Delaney’s Yr3 class are finishing their unicorn
lockdown topic for English. They used finely ground
unicorn horn to make magical potions and wrote a
set of instructions along the way.
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Mrs Rose’s Yr4 class have been creating some wonderfully colourful
Andy Warhol-inspired volcanoes in chalk! Well done to you all!
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Last week, St Lawrence’s embraced British Science Week and International
Women’s Day celebrations in relation to our topic of Extreme Earth in
KS2 and the UK in KS1. Children focused their attention on women scientists
who have challenged the world and helped science progress in this domain.
Here’s some of the lovely work completed by the pupils during British Science
Week. And we still have our own School Science Week to look forward to!

Great work!
Well done to
you all!
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Year 2 have
put together a
wonderful
Women in
Science
display in
their room:
doesn’t it look
fantastic?
Any one of our pupils could be a scientist of
the future, and Mrs Johnson and Mrs Maffey
have been really keen to encourage the
pupils to see themselves this week as
potential future scientists! It’s lovely to
see them all looking so enthusiastic about
this amazing possibility!

How wonderful it is to see blue skies,
blossom and blooms around the school
site! We are so fortunate to learn and
live in such a beautiful place.

Well done, musicians!
What a lovely lot of Lockdown Music
Awards we gave out to Mrs Foxwell’s pupils
this week in assembly! Very well done to
Rosie, Zippie, Lilly, Jemima, Emily, Alessa,
Eoin and Jessica for doing so well on their
instruments this term. We are so proud of
you all!
A big thank you to Louise Evans, who has very
kindly volunteered to help with administering hand
gel to the children as they walk round the school site
to their classrooms each morning. Your help is
greatly appreciated, Louise; thank you again!
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Coronavirus Testing
Thank you so much to everyone in the school community for your continued vigilance and cooperation with regard to COVID-19 symptoms and testing, which is for the benefit and safety of everyone
who is part of and associated with our school. Please be aware that there are two different types of
test available: testing for people with symptoms and testing for those without symptoms. NHS testing is available for anyone who displays one or more of the three symptoms of coronavirus: a high
temperature, a continuous cough and a change in smell or taste. You can book a testing slot at
www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
Additionally, community testing is available for people who don’t have symptoms of COVID-19, but
are still attending workplaces or are in contact with other people. You can book a testing slot
at www.warwickshire.gov.uk/covidcommunitytesting
All current government guidance can be read by following the link below:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-ofschool-pupils-and-staff

Thank you again for your ongoing support.

Just a few of the many
happy, busy and
productive moments
we’ve had down in
Little Lawrences this
week!

Happiful is a wellbeing magazine
(available in print, and free to read
online by clicking the link below). You
can connect with them
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram,
or download the free Happiful app.
https://read.happiful.com/
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Dawson, Lucy and Mollie are thrilled to have received letters from Buckingham Palace
this week! KS1 studied Queen Elizabeth II whilst they were learning at home during the
last couple of months, and one of their activities involved writing a letter to the Queen.
How lovely to have had a reply from such a busy lady!

Year 1 have been searching for signs of
spring in science!
Easter Holiday Tennis Camps at Napton Tennis Club will be held on Tuesdays 6th
and 13th April. Please contact Professional Tennis Coach Lee Moreton on 07990 971036.
or e-mail Wendy Hatfield at wendy@a-tecsystems.co.uk, for further details. Also, After
School Tennis Lessons will soon be happening at
Napton Tennis Club - age 5 and up. Next group
of lessons begin on Monday 19th April. Contact
Lee Moreton or Wendy Hatfield (contact details
above) for further information and a booking
form.
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Like many publications, Raring2go! has started making
its regular magazines available online. Under normal
circumstances your child would bring home a paper
copy, but at the moment you can access it digitally.
Below is the link to the Spring edition, which is full of
ideas for Easter and the coming months.
https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/
southwarwickshire/spring/

Families Warwickshire is also available digitally, and the March/April
edition can be accessed by clicking the link below:
https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/families_warwickshire_ma21

The Warwickshire Family
Information Service is an
information and
signposting service for
families with children from
0 - 25 years old. Do follow
them on Facebook for
advice, ideas, suggestions
and information.

https://www.facebook.com/WarwickshireFIS
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We are delighted to announce today’s Stars of the Week!
LL: Emrys (pictured top right) has wowed the adults in the unit this week: he
was fantastic when working as a team, taking turns to build a tower. He also
made us all so proud when he worked hard to write his name, and if his week
couldn't have got any better he asked a 'What' question, showing curiosity for
objects around him! Well done Emrys.
Reception: Harrison (pictured below right) is Mrs George’s Star this week for
amazing effort in phonics and a super start back to school!
Yr1: Tim is Miss Foster’s Star this week for trying really hard with all his work,
but particularly for his writing. His writing is going from strength to strength
and he is working hard to make sure he uses his phonics and recalls tricky
words. Brilliant!
Yr2: Elliott has returned to school with a real determination and a great
attitude to his work. He has really impressed Mrs Maffey and Mrs Johnson with
the effort he has put into his work in English and maths. He has been ready for
learning and has been very eager to answer questions in class and share
information. Well done Elliott - keep up the great work!
Yr3: Poppy is Mr Delaney’s Star this week for some AMAZING English work. Her
creativity and zeal has really shone through, with the culmination of our
Unicorn lockdown project, where she has thought up and designed a
comprehensive ‘Weather’ Unicorn - to write about. She now knows how to ‘box up’ her
information page and add key features to appeal to her reader. Mr D is looking forward to the
final A2 sized version later today… and I’m sure she is too!
Yr4: Noah is Mrs Rose’s Star this week for approaching new challenges with positivity, curiosity
and massive enthusiasm. He is not afraid to take risks, try out new ideas and explore new
concepts. His recent work on equivalent fractions has been astounding, and he has used his
expertise to support others. His brilliant understanding of multiplication and division facts has
ensured his fractions are accurate and swiftly done. What a star!
Yr5: Mrs Monk and Mr Shillitoe have been incredibly impressed by Ella's hard work and great
contributions in class and group work. It has been wonderful to see Ella apply some of our
home learning work in school - particularly in her English. She has come back to school eager to
prove her confidence in different subjects and her determination to succeed! Well done Ella.
Yr6: All of the staff in Year 6 agreed that Eloise had to be our Star this week. She has had such a
positive attitude and worked really hard all week, in independent work and with
other members of the class. Her topic has especially impressed us: she has shown curiosity in
the different areas we've covered, asked great questions and done research to help her further
her learning. Her volcano project was fantastic! We've also noticed the way she has shown solid
understanding in her maths and been able to explain this to others. Well done Eloise - keep it
up.
Bronze awards this week go to: Ella, Olivia, Grace, Josh V, Josh W,
Molly (Yr5), Sam, Lauren and Alex (Yr6).
Silver awards this week go to: Wilfred, Harrison, Ruth Jaxon, Billie-Jo,
Penny (YrR) Annie (Yr2), Aoife, Angus, Orla, Noah, Jessica (Yr5), Annie,
Harvey A, Isaac, Mia and Willow (Yr5).
Gold awards this week go to: Lexi and Jacob (YrR).
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