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The joy of normal… is never to be underestimated as we venture 
back as a nation in normality. We might not be there quite yet, but the 
return of all children to our school was a joy in itself: for us… and of 
course all parents who have supported the home learning so stoically. 
 

Daffodils around each classroom, a stunning spring wreath and lots of glorious smiles 
greeted the children: it was beautiful to be part of. Seeing children at their desks in full flow 
in the classroom, seeing children doing sports outside, and maths outside, and seeing their 
eyes all focused on me during the remodelled assemblies in the hall just reminded us that  
children love normality: they love common purpose.  
 

Many aspects of school provision are likely to significantly change in the years to come with 
a much greater emphasis on digital leaning and digital platforms but the dust has yet to  
settle, and what is abundantly evidently already is that children like actually doing things, 
like to actually handle things and like to actually physically experience things. As 
such, school provision is being reintroduced so that children can do lots of extra sports in 
school and after school with lots of clubs and events being run, music lessons have all been 
reinstated with the choir and orchestra being restored as soon as guidance allows… and 
trips and off-school activities are being pencilled in and provisionally booked. Please see 
pg2 for more details!  
 

It has been my pleasure to welcome you in the mornings and say goodbye at the end 
of the day… and yes, Miss Shepherd will be enforcing the one-way system at the end of the 
day! Please note that from Monday, Y1 pupils will be being dismissed at 3.15pm - my plan 
simply hasn’t worked as smoothly as I had hoped. 
 

It has also been lovely to serve the hot dinners to our younger children each day in 
the hall, handing out the bread and making real contact with all the children. It has also 
been a pleasure to visit each classroom and see the children in action with their 
teachers: real maths, lots of work on scientists and volcanoes, real phonics, proper 
reading and real learning with friends. St Lawrence’s is back!  

 

Yet again, I ask all those who have given so much to 
home learning in the past few weeks to congratulate 

yourselves and know how much you have been  
appreciated. Thank you. 

 

We would like to say a special thank you to Jules and Kelly 
for the beautiful spring wreath (pictured at the top) and  

gorgeous toiletries (left). Your kindness and support is so 

much appreciated by us all. Thank you!  



 

A warm welcome to some new faces to  
St Lawrence’s! 

 

 Miss Annabel Burton: you’ll see her in LL on a long-term training       
placement. 

 Miss Hannah Mingins: a new teacher to work alongside Mrs Coombe and 
Miss Todd in the Summer Term but getting to know us from next week. 

 Charlie… into Yr5… has made an excellent impression with Mrs Monk, Mr 
Shillitoe and myself in a previsit. He starts on Monday having moved to 
the village.  

 And… not so new, but Miss Leah Barnett is working alongside Miss Foster 
in Yr1. She has been there this week getting to know the children and is 
clearly loving it! 

 

We are waiting to welcome back our volunteers after 
Easter, subject to LF tests and the normal checks. We are 

so excited about this as they have been sorely missed.  

Proposed Dates for the Diary 
(At this stage the following dates can only be pencilled in, but we are very hopeful that they will go 

ahead, and will keep you updated at the soonest opportunity!) 
 

 Monday 3rd May: Bank holiday. School closed.  
 Tuesday 18th May: Yr3 Cross Hands trip.  
 Thursday 20th May: Yr4 Rollright Stones trip.  
 Friday 28th May: Inset day. School closed to children.  
 Monday 7th June: Inset day. School closed to children.  
 Wednesday 9th June: Y1/2 Coombe Abbey trip.  
 Friday 11th June - Friday 18th June: Book fair.  
 Wednesday 16th June: Sports Day - Little Lawrences and whole school. 
 Tuesday 22nd June: Yr5 Horley Camp. 
 Wednesday 23rd June - Friday 25th June: Yr6 Pioneer Centre trip.  
 Monday 28th June: Yr5 Blackwell  Adventure Park. 
 Wednesday 30th June: Warwickshire/Napton Cricket Festival Day  
 Tuesday 6th July: Yr5 3rd trip.  

 

 

Thank you to all who have been parking their cars this week with care and respect 
for our neighbours. For those who park a little further away, an even bigger thank you: Dog 

Lane is struggling to cope with the big return. Please do be mindful of the parking               
restrictions in the vicinity of the school, which are there for the benefit and safety of all. 

Class 6’s art: 
 

Volcanic Art Work in a  
vivid Andy Warhol style - 
the class were so proud of 
themselves, as was Miss 

Todd. 
Now displayed in the hall. 
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It was wonderful to 
hear Jack W (Yr1) 
singing with the 
Rock Star Virtual 
Choir this week in 
our assemblies—
pictured with one of 
the birthday girls 
this week - Lucy. 



 

PTA News 
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Zachary (Yr2) shows us how to create Charles Rennie Mackintosh Rose for Mother’s Day. 

Restrictions permitting, we hope to host a fantastic    
Family Fest on Friday 9th July, with fun and games for 
the children and live music, bar and refreshments for the 

grown ups. More to follow but save the date! 

Virtual Teddy  
Auction! 

Everybody loves a teddy bear 
and we were sorry not to hold 
our ever popular Teddy    
Tombola this year. We’ve got 
lots of teddies looking for    
loving homes though, so we’re 
running a Virtual Teddy     
Auction over the next few 
weeks! It’ll be Little             
Lawrences’ and Reception’s 
turn next week, with the older 
children having their chance 
in the weeks to come. Your 
child will bring home a list of 
teddies available and you’ll        
receive details of how to bid 
on email, so keep an eye out 
for it.  
Please bid generously; all    
proceeds to the PTA! 
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The DBE special Mothering Sunday Collective Worship service will be live on the DBE YouTube 
page this weekend. Click this link to access it: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXQ2-
PqzbIlo9X7gsZ6yNgQ/videos 

The service is taken from the Children’s Society’s materials and the theme is ‘Fighting for Hope’. 
The intention is to enable children to bring before God the happy and sad times they have en-
countered in the last year and to give thanks for all those people in their lives who have 
‘mothered’ them through these times.  

Take heart in the words of Paul from Philippians 4:13, I can do all this through him who 
gives me strength. 
 
The Bridges Group of churches has also put together a lovely Mothering Sunday service, featuring 
some of our pupils. You can access it by clicking the link below, and we do hope you enjoy it. 

 
https://vimeo.com/521975342 

 
 
 

  

 

 

What a wonderful session 
KS1 had with author and 
illustrator James Mayhew 
on Wednesday morning! 
The children and staff all 

really enjoyed it. Many 
thanks to Miss Foster for 
organising this brilliant 

opportunity for the      
children. 

Happy Mother’s Day 

We do hope that all the Mums 
of our younger children loved 
their cards and mini bunches 

of daffodils. 
We all know how important 
and special you are to your  

children. Thank you! 

A message from Helen Eadon, the St Lawrence Church  
warden: On Mothering Sunday morning there will be     
posies of flowers in St Lawrence Church vestry for       

anyone who would like a bunch. Please help yourselves.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXQ2-PqzbIlo9X7gsZ6yNgQ/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXQ2-PqzbIlo9X7gsZ6yNgQ/videos
https://vimeo.com/521975342
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Spring is around 
the corner!  
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The children are 
thrilled to be           
reunited with 

their classmates 
and friends. There 

has been lots of          
collaborative work 

happening this 
week, so we can 

start to strengthen 
bonds again after 
such a long time 

apart. 
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Yr3 have been making lovely 
mini books to help pupils with 

their return to school.  

Yr3 investigating how many cubes each object weighs. 

Pop art/Warhol volcanoes in Yr6. 
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Yr1 and 2 have made some beautiful Mothering Sunday 
cards, based on the artwork of Charles Rennie Mackintosh. 



 

You’ll remember that we recently referenced the Mission X: Train Like An   
Astronaut project, which involves both Science and PE activities. We are 

thrilled to announce that our school team (known as the Napton Space        
Adventurers) is currently ranked number 3 in the world, with 484 
points!! Pupils from Yr2 up to Yr5 are continuing to contribute to this          

fantastic endeavour. Many thanks to Mrs Coombe and Mr Shillitoe for all their 
hard work and inspirational leadership, and well done everyone! 

Look out for 
lots more 

photos next 
week!  



 

We are delighted to announce today’s Stars of the Week! 
 

LL: Today’s Little Lawrences Star is Alyssa. This week she has really been using her voice, she has 
been quizzical and when outside she has supported the others’ play by giving them some fantastic 
ideas! 
 

Reception: Evie-Rose (pictured right) is Mrs George ’s Star this week, for 
her lovely paintings and for amazing behaviour and participation in every-
thing. You are a superstar, Evie-Rose!  
 

Yr1: Reuben has come back to school with such a great attitude. He has 
worked his socks off, helped others whenever he could and has been an utter 
joy and a gentleman. Well done, Reuben.  
 

Yr2: Ida has come back into class and set to work in all lessons very quickly. 
She has put lots of effort into each piece of work. Ida's enthusiasm shone 
through for art and dragons when she spoke to James Mayhew, a superb  
illustrator, earlier this week. Her writing, reading and maths has been fantastic and her work in 
researching women scientists was great too (which is good as Ida would very much like to be a 
scientist of the future!) Well done Ida...a great start to being back in school.  
 

Yr3: It has been a pleasure to have ALL of Yr3 back in the classroom, and certainly a delight to 
have Imogen back. They have excelled at settling back in, whilst it has been lovely to see her    
consistently helping others too! Of particular note has to be her work on Marie Tharp this week – 
where she collaborated to produce an excellent presentation of her life’s work. Well done        
Imogen; a great start to the new term.  
 

Yr4: Max is Mrs Rose’s Star this week for embracing all challenges with super enthusiasm and 
confidence. It’s great to see such positivity!  
 

Yr5: Lily has settled brilliantly back into school life.  She has been producing some brilliant  
writing for our Volcano project and has been demonstrating a sustained fluency with her maths. 
She’s been particularly enthusiastic when working on her news broadcast script with a friend, 
and together they have produced some superb work. Well done Lily!   
 

Yr6: Bella worked really hard during remote learning and it's great to see her coming back full 
of enthusiasm and confidence, especially in her maths. Well done Bella! 
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Happy Mother’s Day 

A big well done to all the pupils who have 
been awarded a Team Point certificate this 

week! Members of Reception class are        
pictured on the left with their certificates, and 
Mrs Rose would like a special mention for her 

eight Yr4 pupils who have achieved their Silver 
Award this week: Tristan, Fred, Ryan, Lilly, 
Molly, Jacob, Heidi and Lizzie. I know there 
will be lots more Team Point achievements to 

celebrate in next week’s School Journal, so watch 
this space!  
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Lateral Flow Testing 
 

Thank you so much to all parents and carers who have signed up 
to take twice-weekly lateral flow tests. This is much appreciated 
and we’d encourage anyone who hasn’t yet done so to order or 
pick up a pack of tests. The link below takes you to some helpful 
resources which explain the process and benefits of testing as 
part of a school initiative. If you have any questions or would like 
more information, please feel free to contact the office. 
 

https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/back-to-school/

 Below is the Stratford District Children & Family Centre timetable, which gives details of what is 
now being offered for the foreseeable future. Do follow them on Facebook for regular updates. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Stratfordchildrenscentres/ 

https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/back-to-school/resources/leaflets/
https://www.facebook.com/Stratfordchildrenscentres/
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