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A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that  
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31) 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I don't think I can possibly pretend that the start of 2021 has been anything else but a 
shocker in terms of schooling. However, we know why it is what it is... and, as ever, we 
do our best to make the most of it.  
 

I realise that within 3 hours of my letter on Monday, its contents were entirely superseded 
and I can only hope that you didn't waste too much of your time reading it!  
 

However, once the announcements were made, a core team went into absolute overdrive 
and within 2 and a half hours we had put together a full plan to ensure that Little Lawrences 
was fully open and the main school could be safely opened to a few.  
 

I must give the fullest credit possible to my incredible office staff team Jo, Lotte and Fiona 
and my senior team of Miss Shepherd and Miss Foster for making it all possible. My thanks 
very much also go to our co-chairs of governors Mrs Jan Sanchez and Mr Jim Sleight (who 
had only that afternoon overseen arrangements for a planned full opening) for their invalu-
able oversight again. We could barely keep up with the incoming streams of messages... and 
I know that your own inboxes began to ping rather a lot too.  
 

I recognise that further fine tuning is still required, especially with the home learning, but 
the second page of this Journal is used to detail what to expect.  
 

I also recognise that a few individuals have not been offered places as yet into the main 
school but we really did need to prioritise and ensure that safety was not compromised in 
light of the surge in infection rates in our area as well as nationally. This will only work if we 
keep safe and keep Covid out.  
 

However, what has been achieved? 
 

 3 bubbles or groups have been created: LL & Reception, Y1-3 and Y4-6. These will be 
staffed on a rota as all teachers are also delivering home/remote learning. 

 Critical workers have been identified and more are to be catered for. 
 Families in need of urgent support have been contacted and many are taking up offers 

of such support. 
 Computers have been made available to families that have recently (and in a past sur-

vey) said that this was an issue. (The government has allocated us four, but we will only be 
able to request them once secondary schools' demands are met.) Many have been collected. 

 Dinners have been secured, now from the kitchens at Southam Primary School.  
 Home learning has been already delivered but a full programme has now been devel-

oped (thank goodness that we introduced Google Classroom earlier). Please note that ele-
ments of live interaction and teaching are expected to be trialled in the next couple of weeks 
following staff training.  

 And you've kept our email systems so very, very busy with your enquiries, queries 

and... wow, you are amazing ... your support. Thank you!  
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As before, we will be so thrilled to receive and share photos of your home 
learning, so please do keep in touch and let us know how you’re getting on! 

Please email pictures directly to the office or ask your child’s teacher to     
forward them on. Thank you! 

Home/Remote Learning  
 

To have one lockdown was bad enough and two is even worse, so we all have a part to 
play in ensuring the children get as much out of home learning as they possibly can, so the 
shutdown doesn't have a detrimental effect on their progress. The Spring term is               
traditionally one where progress is strongest for so many. 
 

This is why my teachers and staff are going all out to provide such a full programme of 
learning for them. We very much hope you can and will support your children in their 
home learning to build on the immense progress that so many made last term.  
 

I was very encouraged to see so many making enquiries to the teachers as they experienced 
difficulties (for example with regard to PDF formats) as I set out to monitor samples of all 
the provision on Google Classroom. We do welcome feedback as we try to make learning as 
accessible as possible.  
 

4 lessons over 3 hours a day are to be provided. The timetable of lessons on the       
following page is also posted on the website. (Here is a preview.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It has been compiled so that there is a structure to each day common to each child in 
the school regardless of year groups, with the exception of our Reception Class who 
follow a different curriculum. A full curriculum is now timetabled - with lessons that can be 
delivered both in school and at home: timetabled so that children in different year groups 
can learn together and support each other.  
 

I love the idea that they can learn music together on a Tuesday... or be artistic           
together on a Wednesday: we really hope that the children do too. 
 

We are to trial live teaching sessions following training for teachers. These sessions 
will be timetabled so that where devices are being shared, they don't clash with other clas-
ses. You will be given advance notice of the precise timing of these live sessions and how 
children can access them. They are expected to start from the week beginning 18/01/2021. 
 

They could be a real hoot for all that are part of them but note that not all love being on a 
screen: I myself would never be great as a YouTuber! They will be primarily used to          
introduce lessons to children at set times. 
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St Lawrence Home Learning Timetable for Yr1 to 6 
 

Children in our Reception Class will be set 4 activities per day  
that includes phonics, maths and coverage of all other areas of  

learning. (There are 7 in total!) 
 

This timetable will also apply to those children working in school.  
 

The subjects reflect the curriculum that would have ordinarily been 
taught and enjoyed this term.  

 

Home Learning Books are again available for children to work in and so please do 
contact the school office to make requests for them: there are many waiting for you.        
Children might of course want to decorate them and make them super personal to them. I’d 
be delighted to display a few pictures of them for anyone willing to send photos in!  
 

If you have computer issues then do let us know. We have helped many families       
already but we have some laptops set up for home use, even though we are going to have to 
reserve quite a few for use in school as well. 
 

If specific resources are needed, we again, we’ll endeavour to assist where we can 
though we can’t provide printers or spare ink. I would urge you all to refrain from printing 
wherever possible. 
 

In addition to the above, please note that speech and language provision, one -to-one 
provision and some of the pastoral provision will continue to be delivered (even if virtually) 
as coordinated by Miss Shepherd. The team have again pulled out all the stops.  

 

And on top of all of that: Little Lawrences is very much open and very 
much alive and well.  

The atmosphere in there has been absolutely magical:  
our little oasis of normality! 



 

This week marked the end of Christmas with 'The Feast of 
the Epiphany'... or Kings' Day... with the giving of gifts.  
 

Indeed, gifts of generosity, kindness and support have been in abundance this week... as they have 
been received: tears of relief and joys for some, messages of gratitude from those now enabled to 
play their part to support learning, feelings of warmth and love as words of support are virtual-
ly wrapped around the shoulders.  My gift of a recording of ‘Waiting here for you’ from Mick Bisiker 
really touched my weary soul earlier in the week: we are so much blessed with such generous peo-
ple in our midst in a world that hasn’t always seemed so understanding and empathetic. 
 

During the times of fear, darkness and cold, may we all feel enabled to give and receive gifts 
such as these. With gifts in abundance it really can be Christmas every day: it really can warm the 
spirits: it really can light up darkness and lead us to the better times that will come.  
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It’s been a very chilly start to the year but there is so much beauty to be found outside. Did 
you see the spectacular frosted cobwebs on Thursday; they didn’t thaw all day and were a  

beautiful sight to behold from the office windows!  
Olivia (Yr5) has loved the snow and actually seeing it fall! 



 
 
 
 

This week has been challenging but there is still plenty to 
smile about in school… pupils have been learning about Roman 

numerals, finding out how to use Microsoft Teams and doing lots of 
physical exercise! The pupils have been a joy to teach and have 

adapted brilliantly to the new circumstances.  



 
 
 
 

And then we had the snow - not so much to make journeys  
dangerous but didn’t it look beautiful?  

The children loved it of course but not necessarily as you might 
have predicted!!  

Snow volcanoes for 
the KS2 bubble this 

morning - ties in per-
fectly with this term’s 
topic but what a great 

inventive idea, and 
it’s snow joke! 

 
Heaps of snow with a 
crater filled with the 

explosive magic      
ingredients! Yes -    
another Mrs Rose 

idea to  
inspire and enjoy! 

Vikki captures these moments of magic     
superbly: though a little cold for some: these 

loved the snow as only Little Lawrences  
children can! 



 

 

We’ve had a brilliant 
time making snowmen 

and snow volcanos    
today, and it’s great to 
see snow angels and 

snow maths happening 
too! And if the home 

learning has taken a 
back seat today, 

you’ve got all       
weekend to catch up! 
Thank you for sending 
in such lovely photos 

for us to share and    
enjoy.  
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Lizzie is in the LWGC Junior 
Squad Team and during the      

second lockdown she took part 
in zoom gymnastics classes 

working towards earning her 
Silver Proficiency awards in      
Fitness and Floor work. She    

completed all the classes and 
tasks and this week her awards 
have arrived in the post. Very 

well done, Lizzie!   

Well done Bella on your very impressive 
gymnastics skills!  

Lilly and Penny 
have been really 
busy with home 

learning but have 
found plenty of time 

to exercise both  
indoors and out-

side… and they have 
cute kittens too!  

What beautiful 
artwork, Heidi! 
It’s great to see 

you and Dawson 
getting lots of 
exercise and 

reading by the 
fire too! Well 
done to you 

both.  

The first of the pictures from homes! 
We look forward to many more of children and their work. 



I urge you to follow the rules, respect all elements of this lockdown and keep yourself 
and each other safe. I unfortunately know all too well from the first lockdown, as some of 
you also do... that this is not an illness to dismiss: many of our families have been affected. 
 

I urge you to do this both in terms of school and in your own homes. Please know that even 
in this freezing weather I'm expecting rooms to be fully ventilated.  
 

More difficult news: please note that due to the collapse in income for Larks ‘n’ Owls 
since March, the club has run out of savings and staff have been partly or fully furloughed. 
The provision from 7.30am-6pm will still be in place. Karen Moss has kindly said that she'll 
cover breakfasts and Miss Gunby will assist Sandra in the evenings.  
 

This has most certainly not been the start to 2021 that anyone would have wished for but 
despite everything, I haven't lost hope. I hope that you have not done so either.  
 

I wish you a peaceful and restful weekend.         J Brine 
 

 

Starting on Monday 11 January, each weekday on CBBC will see 
a three-hour block of primary school programming from 9am,      
including BBC Live Lessons and BBC Bitesize Daily, as well as other 
educational programming such as Our School and Celebrity Supply 
Teacher and much-loved titles such as Horrible Histories , Art Ninja 
and Operation Ouch. Click the link below for more information. 
 

https://www.bbc.com/mediacentre/2020/bbc-launches-

biggest-education-offer-ever 

So, how can we help? 
 

We’re so aware that for many, this new lockdown has presented 
many huge challenges, and we really do want to do everything we 
can to support you.  
 
 If you need a Home Learning workbook, we have a pile in the 

office ready to give out. 
 If you are struggling with Google Classroom, please don’t       

hesitate to email or phone us in the office and we can offer      
remote support. 

 If you are simply struggling, let us know. I hope to phone as 
many of you as possible again to keep in touch. 

 If you want more home learning resources, Oak Academy 
(https:/www.thenational.academy/) and BBC Bitesize (https://
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize) have lots to offer. 

This week has been espe-
cially hard for my staff 
who on Monday had pre-
pared fully for a new term 
in the most traditional of 
senses. Though con-
cerned about the high infec-
tion rates, they appeared 
not to bat an eyelid. And yet 
literally overnight, every 
aspect of their preparation 
had been thrown into the 
air and they were having to 
accept new structures for 
how to deliver learning, 
new expectations surround-
ing the provision of home 
learning and all of this with 
no real time to consider, to 
cogitate, to take ownership 
or feel that they had any 
control. 
 

It has been an incredibly 
tough week for them and I 
thank them for not giving 
up and for not throwing in 
the towel, as tempting as it 
might have been. 
 
We will not get everything 
right in the next week, we 

will not meet every person-
al need, but know that the 
staff are doing their best: 
know that they are a team 

that I am proud of! 
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