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Having just sent out a bumper celebratory edition of the 
Journal, the start of this week was quite a contrast, with the 
news that a member of staff in Year 2 had tested positive for 
coronavirus. Even by 7am that Monday morning (never my best 
moment) procedures were being put into place as planned once 
I had been notified and led by Miss Shepherd and Jo in the office 
they whirred into action. 
 

It was reassuring to hear from Public Health England that all 
anticipated actions based on the right guidance were all under-
way: our contingency planning had indeed worked.  
 

When a single case is identified, the rest of the school is  
expected to run in an unaffected manner though maximum 
flexibility of staff really does come into play. Inevitably, it 
makes many of us (and many of you) a little nervous, but be     
reassured that behind the scenes every procedure is stuck to 
like glue… and we are doing our best to anticipate the whole 
range of impacts. The Gardening and Y5/6 Netball Club were 
immediate casualties but… a trip to Kenilworth Castle still went 
ahead (pictured below and overleaf)… as has so much more. 
 

I’d like to thank all in the team for metaphorically pulling 
together, for each person who has sent messages of support and 
for each person who has worked with us to seek out               
clarification to ease any specific concerns that they may have 
had. With us working together in such a constructive manner, 
we are able to make it to the half term: the assembly themes of 
compassion and empathy have never been so apt, nor timely, 
for both children and staff! 
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Dates for the Diary 
 

26th Oct- Half term week 
30th Oct:    
 
2nd Nov: Back to school   
  Hot dinners start up 
  for everyone in KS2. 
  Menu attached to 
  email. 
9th Nov: Remembrance  

    Assemblies  
    culminating in Wreath  
 laying on the 11th and 

poppies tour. More   
details to follow. 

The conqueror of the... 
conkers! 

Isaac (Yr5) can rightly be proud of his 
winning conker (donated by Harry 

and played by Mr Shillitoe) who 
‘conkered’ Rufus the Yr3/4 champion  

(played by Mr Brine)… 
 

a cracking competition! 

Did you know it was National Apple 
Day on Wednesday this week?  



 

COVID-19  FAQs 
 

In light of our recent positive test result within the school community, we wanted to answer some 
of the questions that cropped up, so you understand the processes that we have to follow in 

school. 
 

Who tested positive?  
We're not able to release the name of the person who tested positive, but we will tell you whether it 
was a child or member of staff. In this instance it was a member of staff. 
 

Who decides what actions the school should take? 
As a school, we have very clear step-by-step guidance to follow, issued by Public Health England.  We 
also call a dedicated DfE helpline to report a positive case, and they give us advice to follow.  
 
Who decides who should isolate? 
By reviewing our timetables, registers and by speaking to the person who tested positive, we identi-
fied the close contacts of the positive case and contacted them via email, phone and Facebook, advis-
ing them to isolate. In primary schools where social distancing isn’t always possible, we will always 
isolate the whole class if a positive case is found. It may be necessary to isolate 2 or more classes, or 
other groups depending on how many close contacts are identified.  
 

How long do we have to isolate for? 
When we report a positive case, we talk our circumstances through with a DfE representative. They 
advise us how long close contacts should isolate for, which may vary within the school as it depends 
when an individual came into contact with the positive case. The isolation period is for 14 days after 
the contact was exposed to the positive case, and close contacts are defined as those who have been 
near the positive case in the 48 hours prior to them showing symptoms. 
 
Why can siblings still come to school? 
When an individual shows symptoms, their whole household should isolate for 14 days or a negative 
test result is obtained, whichever is soonest.  
When an individual is identified as a close contact the rules are slightly different. Only the person who 
came into contact with the positive case needs to isolate, and not the whole household. This is in line 
with Test and Trace guidance and means that siblings are still allowed to (and should) come to school. 
 
If my child can’t come to school, do I still have to pay for Larks ‘n’ Owls or Little Lawrences? 
If your child tests positive for COVID-19 or is identified as a close contact at school and has to isolate, 
we will waive Larks ‘n’ Owls and Little Lawrences fees. 
 
How can I help? 
You can help by keeping your child off school if they are showing any of the 3 main COVID-19 symp-
toms, and getting them tested. Please keep us informed at every stage of the process. Home Learning 
via Google Classroom will be provided and should be done if the child is well enough to do so. 
 

How should I tell school about our test results? 
When you receive your test results, either positive or negative,  please email the school office immedi-
ately, even out of hours or at the weekend. The sooner we hear about results, the more quickly we can 
respond and keep everyone safe. 
 

If you have any further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the school office. By working 
together we have the very best chance of reducing the risk of COVID-19 at school. 
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There are moments in school life when I am truly blown away 
by what I see and hear in school. As I assisted 6 of my Yr6s: 
Rollo, Seren, Tom, Arthur, Seth and Richard, I happened to over 
hear their conversation about their recent RE studies that includ-
ed Martin Luther King Jr, Desmond Tutu and Mother Theresa. 
‘Darkness cannot drive out darkness’ was the quote that hit me 
between the eyes: yes it built on the assembly theme of the week 
on one level, but so vital in today’s world, don’t you think? 
 

The quote from Peter’s first letter was a central pillar of recent 
assemblies alongside this week’s music as chosen by Miss Todd 
for the school: Deep River by Samuel Coleridge-Taylor arr. 
Sheku Kanneh-Mason. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_KMY_D9W4M 

  

It’s been oat-so-beautiful in Little         
Lawrences this week! Maria, Vikki and the 
team have had a wonderful time cooking up 
oaty mixtures (or enjoying some tech time)

with the children, and they’ve really enjoyed 
their tech time too. It’s always fun down in 

the Early Years unit!  

Arthur P’s notes and work on  
Martin Luther King were most  

impressive. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_KMY_D9W4M
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We’ve had some quite wet and      

blustery weather this week, and it’s 
definitely getting chillier, but as you 
can see, there have been plenty of 

smiles on the Reception               
playground! 

 

Y1 had a lovely day 
at Kenilworth Castle 

on Wednesday      
despite the rainy 

weather! We're so 
sorry that we couldn't 
take the Y2s, but are 
really glad that Class 

1 were still able to go.  



 

A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that  
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31) 

 

Class 2 have been at home this week, as 
you know, but the learning has continued 

and they’ve put together some gorgeous   
Autumn collages! Here are some which  

wonderfully encapsulate all that is beautiful 
and colourful about the “season of mists and 

mellow fruitfulness.”  

 

And even though they sadly had to miss 
their Kenilworth Castle trip, the Y2s 

have enthusiastically embraced their 
Castles topic this week and found 

lots of other great ways to learn about 
them: they’ve  experimented with bak-
ing for banquets, drawn pictures and 

made models. Brilliant work! 
A special mention to my two Yr1s 

who that also had to self isolate, have 
also missed out and have also been 
home learning – it hasn’t been the 

same without them! 



 
 
 

Year 3 have started a new topic recently: Humorous Poems! They’ve discussed with Mr 
Delaney what makes a poem funny, and performed a funny poem in groups, taking on the role of a 

character or narrator. They looked at building actions into our performances and tried to        
memorise as much as possible. Sounds like a great deal of fun!  

You’ll remember that in last week’s Journal, we promised to share with you the next stage 
of Year 4s work on the digestive system… although those of a sensitive disposition may wish to 
turn the page now!! We’ll leave to your imaginations what can be achieved with jam sandwiches, 

water and corn (which the Y4s have learned is indeed indigestible when investigated upon, as was 
the case here) but as you can see, they’ve had a great time exploring this interesting topic 

(pictured below and minus the smell) with Mrs Rose! 
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They just can’t “leaf” them alone!  

Following last week’s beautiful      
Autumn poems by Y2, we’ve           

continued the leaf theme this week 
with lots of sweeping, collecting,   

piling and composting! Y5&6 have 
had lots of fun in particular, as you can 

see from their smiling faces, and they’ve    
gathered together enough leaves from 
the yard to fill an impressive nine bags. 

As Mick Dyke commented on              
Facebook, it’ll all make a good lot of 

food for the school garden next spring!  
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We are delighted to announce        
today’s Stars of the Week! 

 
 
 
 

LL: Harry has returned to LL with a positive attitude and his       
enjoyment for preschool is obvious. His questioning ensures that 
the EYS team are always challenged, keeping us on our toes! 
 
Reception: We have two Stars this week! Willow, for super      
reading and for being amazing every day, and Wilfred (pictured 
top right), who is kind, friendly and totally wonderful. 
 
Y1: Jack C is today’s Star for such amazing effort to improve his 
handwriting and phonics. A true superstar!  

Y2: All who have done their home learning are stars this 
week.  It’s not quite the week we had all planned but they have all 
worked extremely hard.  They have risen to the challenge of home 
learning again and made Mrs Maffey and Mrs Johnson so proud.   
 
Y3: Lily has produced some amazing English work this week. The 
class loved hearing about her re-telling of a story - from a differ-
ent point of view. Moreover, she has demonstrated an excellent 
understanding of the (new) rules to use inverted commas. Well 
done Lily. Keep up the incredible work!  
 
Y4: Jessica (pictured centre right) is this week’s Star for amazing 
perseverance, effort and self-belief in her maths. It's great to see 
her confidence with finding the missing numbers in subtraction 
growing. 
 
Y5: Harvey has been working incredibly hard as always this week. 
He has blown Mr Shillitoe away with his superb Drama earlier in 
the week which he produced from reading our class book.   
 
Y6: Oliver (pictured bottom right) is the Y6 Star this week because 
of his enthusiasm for science and effort in his writing, especially 
with regard to his handwriting. He is kind and polite and is having 
such a great year already! 
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Mr Brine writes: we love to cycle, but... 
lights, helmet and then off you might go... 

but not before! Too many are noted for not 
being safe on their cycles... and I want all 
back safe and sound on Monday 2nd  

November in one piece!  

 

 

Online Sharing and Social Media 
 
As you know, we take a lot of photos in school, which we sometimes share with you as parents,    
carers and family members. You are of course more than welcome to share images of your own  
children  however you would like, but we do ask that you don’t include images of other     
children, particularly on social media. If there are other children in an image you ’d like to 
share online, they can either be blurred out (using an internet tool such as www.facepixelizer.com) 
or cropped from the image, and then it’s fine to share them. 
  

As we’re sure you can appreciate, this is an issue of personal data sharing, and many children in 
school have different levels of consent which means they might appear in the school Journal but 
don’t have parental permission to appear on Facebook. Thank you so much for your understanding 
and cooperation. 

 

These amazing decorated acorns made by 
Isobel and her friends 
will all be available for 
sale after half term in 
support of the Yr4    
chosen charity, The 
Woodland Trust. 

 
We’ve been contacted by a lovely local lady called 

Gemma who runs a business called The Chore Fairy, 
doing cleaning, cooking, ironing and other        

household chores. Gemma writes: If anyone is local 
to Southam and genuinely struggling to feed their 

children during the half term or Christmas holidays, 
they can contact me, confidentially, and I will provide 
a meal for them, delivered ready to be heated up and 

enjoyed.  
 

Gemma can be contacted by telephone on 
07722006144, at thechorefairy@hotmail.com 

 or via Facebook @thechorefairyuk  
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We have more lovely news to share of achievements outside school!  
 

Firstly, Oscar (Y1, pictured top right) took his first ever ballet exam during 
the summer and passed! Oscar has also passed Stage 1 of his Skate         
Excellence Ice Skating Course. Six weeks ago, at the beginning of the 
course, Oscar struggled to stand up on the ice, fell over lots and got lots of 
bumps and bruises. However, his perseverance and determination to suc-
ceed led him to successfully complete and pass his first block of lessons! 
He can already skate, stop and jump on the ice, and is beginning to learn to 
skate backwards and on one leg!  
 
Jacob (Y4, pictured centre right) entered his first LTA tennis tourna-
ment at the weekend. He won 5 out of 6 matches and came 3rd overall in 
the 8U Boys which was a fantastic result for his first competition! 
 
And finally Dawson (bottom right) did his first grading last week for his 
red belt in Martial Arts. Well done, Dawson! 
 
We love celebrating the children’s achievements, so please do let us 

know about your child’s successes and we’ll be delighted to             
recognise them in the Journal!  

 Inspired by Y5’s cathedral 
studies with Mr Shillitoe, and 

perhaps by Mr Brine’s 
shared enthusiasm for them, 
Lily took the time to visit our 
own cathedral and take these 

beautiful photographs that 
speak of the glory of God and 

the triumph of St Michael. Well 
done for taking the initiative, 

Lily!  

Bronze awards this week go 
to: Frances, Ruth, Edward (Rec), 
Aoife, Angus, Orla, Molly, Isobel, 
Millie, Noah (all Yr4) and Tom 
(Yr6). 

WELL DONE TO YOU 
ALL!  



 

I think that I caught most children as 
they came in yesterday to build up the 
excitement with random times tables - 
x6s mainly but some x3s for the Yr3s! 
I’m not sure that it was really needed as I think that 
they were already fired up anyway with many of us 
having been inspired by Fred (Yr4) who has repeated 
6x6 ad nauseam. He now is a champion at it!! There 
were many Freds yesterday!!! It really was quite a 
tournament with many different rounds including an 
electronic one. The sound of practice and competition 
yesterday was to behold as it echoed around corridors 
and through the hall. For Yr5 and 6 it culminated in an 
almighty battle of brains and recall. When children 
learn their tables (however inspired), they are all 
winners as they are such an essential part of 
maths and so thank you to all who helped them 
become so proficient - and thank you to Mr 
Delaney for organising it. 

 

The winners of the Times Table World Cup for Autumn 1 2020 are ….. 
****The Green Kestrels*** 
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It is the end of the first half term and unusually I have ‘allowed’ all 
the children to smile this week and especially today: it really must be  

Well done for getting to the end of another bumper edition 
and thank you for all of your good will and support in what 
has been quite a challenging few weeks during these Covid 
times. Every precaution and every rule is being followed but - 
I’d like to think - not at the expense of the experience of your 
children unless…. I really have no option. 
 
Thank you again and do try and have a good half term. J Brine 

It’s wonderful to see that some in Class 2 have 
joined in with Break the Rules Day from home. 

Well done Isabelle!   


