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Friday 15th May 2020 
Yellow, Gold or White is used to mark  

the season of Easter as we approach Ascension Day. 

Diary Dates  

 No Home Learning will be set for  
Friday 22nd May nor on Monday 1st 
June as these were designated as 
Training Days. Next week, Home 
Learning will therefore only be set for 
four days. 

 No Home Learning will be set for the 
Half Term (25th May to 29th May). 

 You will have noted the conditional 
plan to reopen schools to different 
classes to the school from June 1st. 
We will advise parents of the way for-
ward once we have received, digested 
and reflected on the guidance. I will not 
be rushing to a decision as it needs to 
be right for all in the school community 
as far as this is possible. In the mean-
time, the school will continue to op-
erate as it has since the start of lock-
down. 

 This was to have been SATs week for 
Year 6 with SATs and Phonic Tests 
for Yrs2 and 1 respectively. All of 
these have been cancelled for this year 
irrespective of whether the school 
opens. 

 Home learning is to be adjusted for 
Yr6 for next week. 

 

 Hello everyone and welcome back to the latest  
celebration of all that has happened in the  

St Lawrence School community over the past week. 
 

But first, another moment to reflect: It is often the ambi-
tion of so many people to be important and for them to desire 
great positions of leadership—some more than others of 
course. Who’d want such a job like this right now in the na-
tional context? 
 

Through out history and in the very earliest days of the 
church, arguments about the right actions to take have echoed 
amongst communities as illustrated in Acts 6:v1. Subsequent 
lines or verses tell about how a few were chosen who were 
good and filled with the spirit and that they acted wisely 
through prayer and thereby acted on the Word of God. 
 

And so when any of us are chosen to take on positions of lead-
ership whether in our own families or in our work (or both) 
and when we don’t really know what to do, it might be worth 
thinking of the following taken from John’s Gospel: ’Do not let 
your hearts be troubled. You trust in God’.  Rarely do we have 
all the answers!  
 

Right now, we know that the Lockdown is still tight but is be-
ginning to change and that it will change further. I personally 
will take comfort in the fact that our Lord made all things pos-
sible when they are reflected on and prayed about in His name.                                        
 

 

A great Yr6 tradition 
during SATs was to 

enjoy hot buttered toast 
at 11am. The tradition 

continues, whether  
virtually or for real! 

What a surprise and 
thrill it was to receive 
this beautiful bouquet 
of flowers from the 
florist Suzanne Evetts 
of Southam. She had 
apparently received     
hundreds of nominations 
from people wanting to 
say thank you to us. We 
do our duty but are all 
very grateful for your 
kindness too as          
expressed by your    
nominations, by your 
messages and by your 
support of all that we are 
aiming to achieve. After 
all, we all do it for our 
children! 
 

 
John Brine. 



 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE from a St Lawrence's perspective 
 

As mentioned on the first page, we will keep parents informed of future schooling develop-
ments as soon as we are in a position to do so. There are so many different aspects and per-
mutations that need be considered to ensure that all in our school community are safe as well 
and are looked after. 
 

We really do thank you all again for the engagement with home learning: some packs of 
learning has arrived from some families (I love for example the work that Alfie had done was 
delivered by post and Jake and Alana’s were received through a special delivery).   
 

For some reading this Journal, you absolutely love the show of highlights from around the 
school - I know that I do - but … I very much acknowledge that often I only get to see the   
highlights and not the struggle that some go through to achieve it. Many of you have been very 
candid in sharing both the struggles of getting everything or indeed some of the work done 
whilst others are genuinely having such a positive experience. As I have said, our best is good 
enough: our packages of home learning are designed primarily to give a sense of purpose for 
each day, to stop the brains from ‘going to mush’ and allow children (and families) to enjoy 
that sense of achievement. 

 

Please note that no Home Learning will be set for next Friday. It will in all likeli-
hood resume for all classes not invited back to school on Tuesday 2nd June. 

 
 

Staff are timetabled again from the 11th May and will include: Miss Foster, Mrs Rose, Mrs 
Molloy, Mrs McKeown, Mrs Easton, Roxie, Clare, Jill, Rebecca and Sandra. 
 

Thank you to Jill, Sandra, Miss Shepherd, Mr Shillitoe, Abigail, Mrs Moss and Roxie for covering all 
manner of duties in school in the past week. 
 

‘Social Distancing’ is so important and so therefore parents can only use this 
school based provision in accordance with government advice.  

The same rules apply with regard to self isolation for any families that have  
symptoms - 14 days off. 

 

 
 

Bronze awards go to: 
Jake B (Y6), Angus, Lily 
and William (all Y2). 

Silver awards go to: 
Martha and Jacey (both 
Y2). 

Gold awards go to: Ollie  
S-B (Y4). 

The teachers have been awarding lots of 
team points and we are absolutely thrilled 

to congratulate those pupils who have 
achieved their bronze, silver and gold 

awards this week. A huge “well done” to 
you all! 



 

 

 

 

 

Home Learning for 18/05/2020.  

Work will be emailed to parents of children by teachers between the day before (from 3pm) 
and 8:45am. These emails may come from Miss Shepherd, Miss Foster or myself in the event that 

a class teacher is ill.  

 MATHS: to be set daily using online or scanned materials that are differentiated as needed 
and will reflect White Rose Maths Plans. The youngest will be provided with a series of 
shorter tasks and may include some practical tasks and investigations. There will be a      
continued daily focus on fluency - these speed of recall of number facts such as timetables 
and number bonds. 

 ENGLISH: to be set daily and again reflect medium term plans. Each day to cover different 
areas with an expectation that children read from books at home. Provision will include: 
spellings/phonics tasks based on the published weekly spelling lists; grammar and         
punctuation; a book review of what they have been reading (doesn’t have to be the whole 
book), a comprehension task and an extended creative writing task. Phonics tasks will be set 
on a daily basis for those in Reception, Yr1 and those needing support in Yr2.  

 TOPIC: to be set once a week ready for starting each Monday - you might receive it on 
Sunday evening. Creativity is encouraged but they should include research opportunities and 
non-fiction writing as well as art, DT and any place for music? 

 Little Lawrences: Maria and her team will be setting themes for the children to inspire play, 
discussions and activities. No formal work is set. 

 

 We’ll be moving onto Week Six …. 
 

 Wk7: Geography and History: This will relate to the topics as already    
published. Please note that the emphasis for Yr6 is going to change this week as 
it is their ‘post SATs’ week as is traditional. Miss Todd and Mrs Coombe will 
replace some of the Maths and English with non-core subject activities. 

   

 Half Term: No Home Learning is set. 
  

 Wk8: Back to RE and linked to the Summer  Planning (but perhaps only 
loosely!)  

 

Teachers will communicate with parents and children (using school emails) and will give feedback 
of work that has been completed in this way. Teachers are available via email between 8:45am and 
4:00pm to answer any queries or questions relating to the work that has been set: and yes - if a 
child is struggling with a concept, we can help. I know many have find the YouTube clips very 
useful for explaining especially when related to Maths.  
   
 

For some, there is too much work set: for others not enough. If you do require more,     
teachers will direct you to some new resources including for example BBC Bitesize. Thank 

you again all for sharing the achievements of your children! 

A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that  
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31) 

 

Government Announcement Update 
 

Our school is ploughing through the implications of new government guidance 
with regard to the reopening of schools for Little Lawrences, Reception, Y1 and Y6. 
Our school will reopen on Tuesday 2nd June… and will operate in a very different 

way. Full details will be published earlyish next week as soon as my plans are    
evaluated and risk assessments are approved. The Training Days on Friday 22nd 

May and Monday 1st June will be used to prepare the school for reopening.   



 

We love seeing pictures and hearing news of what you’re all doing at home just 
now! Please do keep emailing photos to class teachers so we can share your   

lovely moments with the wider school community.  

 

What beautiful artwork on 
your RE project, Seren! 

A gorgeous VE Day teacup 
design by Willow P!  

It’s wonderful to have received an     
exciting update from Grace C’s  
nature pond; she now has some  

tadpoles living in it!  

Penny’s been having a brilliant time doing 
her Under the Sea experiments! 

More thoughtful 
and creative Y6 
wildlife poetry, 
this time by Mia 
M. Well done, 

Mia.  

Harvey K-V has been 
keeping a detailed   

lockdown diary with 
some lovely                

illustrations. What a 
brilliant idea! It will be 

so interesting to look 
back on. 

That’s a great  
photo of you doing 
your shuttle runs, 
Annie! Keep up 
the great work! 

Betty, Lola and Mr Shillitoe held a socially-distanced 
Bake Off last week, where the challenge was to bake a 
Victoria sponge in the shape of each person’s initials 
from their own kitchens! What a brilliant idea, and 

what wonderful results!  



 

Bradley and Bella have been helping to 
cut the church grass, which is so kind of 

them, and doing some etchings too.  

That is such wonderful VE 
Day bunting, Rose D! 

What fabulous phonics 
work, Annie!  

Great to see that Lewis 
has taken part in the PE        

Challenge, with a fabulous 
score of 215.36! 

Isla S has been really busy 
with her science               

experiments! Well done, 
Isla! 

What a wonderful and    
imaginative acrostic poem 

by Bryn!  

Rufus has learned to make pizza 
in a pan courtesy of his 

Grandma’s cookery lessons on 
Zoom! What a great new skill, 

Rufus! 

What a gorgeous lily pad 
painting, Lucy!  

What a gorgeous photo of Heidi 
and Dawson sharing a story in 

the garden. What a great idea: a 
blindfolded treasure 

hunt as part of a maths 
activity! Hope you had 
fun, Thomas and Fred!  

A great start to the Y4 
water cycle topic,     

Harry! 

A beautiful             
assortment of       

wildflowers, collected 
by Ronnie while out 

enjoying his daily  
exercise! How lovely! 

An absolutely beautiful piece of Word 
Art by Charlotte, focusing upon the 
church and the Christian tradition.  

What a great    
spider’s web,    

Violet, and what a      
wonderful smile! 



 

More beautiful VE Day    
bunting, this time by   
Tansie! How lovely! 

Oliver has been going running 
with his Dad, and here he is 

warming up in his back       
garden! Well done, Oliver! 

Angus has used        
different shapes to 

make one of his        
favourite things… a 

tractor!  

What a lovely photo of 
Bella taking part in the 

CWSSP event! 

Lilly has made such a lot of effort with 
her science project! Brilliant, Lilly! 

What gorgeous VE Day 
bunting, Barnie! 

What a beautiful poster, 
Cicely! You’ve learned 
such a lot about rhinos! 

Jemima and Dottie have 
been doing some steam  
bending with their Dad. 

What a great experience! 

Ava has been hunting for 
mini-beasts and making a 

bug hotel! What a        
wonderful idea! 

How lovely to see our 
new pupil, Olivia,  

taking part in the PE 
Challenge! Well 

done, Olivia!  

It’s brilliant to see you 
practicing your tenor 

horn, Dylan! 

We’re so impressed by Wilfred’s 
ginger print animals!  

You’ve done some      
beautiful Under the Sea 

work, Iona! 

Jack is working so hard on 
his reading. This book was 
tricky and required backup 

from Batman! 

Toby, Poppy and 
Isla L have been 

using up their glut 
of rhubarb and 

converting metric 
quantities! 

Ralphie has loved learn-
ing about sea creatures 
this week! Lovely to see 

your smiling face, 
Ralphie! 



 

What beautiful, detailed  
artwork, Carrie! Well done. 

A fabulous layered soil 
cocktail by Jacob! 

George has been doing 
brilliantly with cutting, 
sticking and counting 

this week! 

That is an amazing acrostic 
poem, Jack B! Well done, 

and such beautiful          
illustrations too!  

A beautiful, creative    
wildlife poem by Amelia.  

George and Charlie have done an        
absolutely wonderful window display 

together. Well done, both of you!  

Well done, Oscar, on a really 
imaginative and moving piece 
of writing describing VE Day. 

Leonor is making so much 
effort in every aspect of her 
home learning. Well done! 

What fabulous maths-
themed baking, Eloise! I am 
sure it tasted wonderful too!  

A lovely comic strip and 
some excellent times tables 

practice by Abi! 

Tim has been     
labelling plants 

found in his house 
and garden! 

What wonderful and 
creative work on your 

local area, Zippie!  

A massive well done to the whole of Year 2, 
who have put together a beautiful montage of 

photos to stay connected with one another 
during lockdown. This gorgeous handprinted 

rainbow is by Jessica.  



 

We are so grateful to Southam Lions for  
their very kind donation of hand sanitiser 
for use in school. Very many thanks to all 
involved with this local initiative, which is 

much appreciated.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Desperate times: desperate measures! 
 

It seems a lifetime ago that when the hair was getting unruly, the biggest  problem 
was finding the time to have it cut. How I wish for those days! Whilst it is true that I 
don’t see so many these days, I do note that appearances for some have drastically changed. 
And so what is your approach: do you let it grow with complete abandonment (like Daniel, 
below left), do you have a close family member who is a professional hairdresser, have you 
resorted to a bowl and pair of scissors or have you had a desperate moment to use dog       
clippers… Mr Shillitoe… or a second-rate trimmer, as in my case. It was all going great guns 
until the black comb bit fell off!  

A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that  
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31) 

 

Registration for children to sit the 2021 entry 11+ test 
is now open. The deadline to register  is Monday 29th 
June 2020. Testing is cur rently scheduled to be held in 
September 2020, for those candidates who register on 
time. Further updates about testing sessions, dates and 
venues will be sent to parents of children who register to 
sit the test in due course, but could change from the     
current scheduled dates due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
in line with changes in national guidance. 
  
The online process for 2021 applications to transfer to 
secondary school will open on 7th September 2020 and 

will close on 31st October 2020. 

 

We’re so proud of Year 6, who would have been sitting their Sats this 
week under more normal circumstances. Instead, Year 6 have Shared 
All their TriumphS during the last 
few days! Miss Todd and Mrs 
Coombe have received some        
fantastic descriptions of the different 
ways in which Year 6 have           
triumphed as individuals this year. 
Well done to a wonderful class, who 

have also achieved great things on Spelling Shed this week! They 
have displayed so much class spirit and shot up the leaderboard in a 
matter of days. A brilliant team effort and a real joint Triumph!  


