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Tomorrow is VE Day - Victory in Europe 
Day or rather the 75th Anniversary of it.  
Much had been planned both nationally and 
locally but for obvious reasons it has had to 
be scaled back. Still, though, through the me-
dia and through those that we know, we 
should all have the opportunity to know a 
little about the significance of this for so 
many: that sense of national relief that gave 
rise to celebration 75yrs ago (even if the war 
was still raging in other parts of the world). 
 

Victory over the Virus Day might not be so 
clear-cut but I know that so many are waging 
war on it right now and we should have hope 
that it will be defeated by the smartest of 
minds as they find a cure or vaccine, through 
the dedication of those care for those who are 
battling with it on the ground and the love, 
kindness and dedication of keyworkers who 
go about doing their duty across the country 
despite their own fears.   
 

But at some point there will be a re-
emergence: one day a victory of sorts will be 
declared and one day the world and all of its 
beauty will shine again so that we can truly 
celebrate the Freedoms that we enjoy         
because of the service of others.  

 

 Hello everyone and welcome back to the latest  
celebration of all that has happened in the  

St Lawrence School community over the past week. 
 

But first, another moment to reflect: I am lucky enough to 
be able to hear the  beautiful sound of lambs and sheep as they 
safely graze in the fields of the nearby estate at home. Of 
course to hear them is rather special but to see them on a walk 
with my wife was even better - lambs playing, jumping and 
seeking the protection of their mums. I did however strike up a 
socially distanced conversation with the family who own the 
estate, who were at the time shepherding them and tending to 
the needs of the most vulnerable - the tiniest ones who were 
too weak and in need of support being tended by the great and 
the good? 

Last Sunday, was known as Shepherd Sunday: a day set 
aside to allow those with faith to think of Jesus as a     
Shepherd: God as man to look after, to guide, to protect 
His flock - His people. His very existence fulfilled the 
prophecies of the Old Testament and gave added meaning to 
the words of Psalm 23: ‘The Lord’s my Shepherd’. In these 
times that have struck families in our school community, I’d 
like to remind you of these words and what they mean: words 
that are often sung in school as a hymn. I have personally    
taken great comfort in the added chorus of ‘And I will trust in 
You alone’.  For all those in the position of leadership, I pray 
that they take their lead from our Lord: though God, He too 
made the weak and vulnerable (and we can all be in this       
position at any time) His priority - just like the estate owner 
and their lambs as I witnessed.                                                 J Brine           
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Beth (Yr4) has 

been busy   
making a great 
cake for me - it 

really was 
scrumptious. It 
was so, so good 
in fact that it 

had to be 
shared with  

everyone who 
was in school on 

Monday!  
What a treat to 
raise the spirits.  

A little motivation and Sam (Yr5) did us proud with his project! 



 

COVID-19 UPDATE from a St Lawrence's perspective 
 

Little Lawrences/Reception was cleared, cleaned, disinfected and even decorated by Mr 
Camps and Mandy last week. This week, the focus moved onto the corridors, kitchen and 
changing room with Celia making every germ and virus quake in their boots!  
 

We really do thank you all for the engagement with home learning: some stunning work 
has again been sent in - I wish we had room for every piece in this Journal. Over the past few 
weeks, I really do thank those families who have spoken to myself and Miss Shepherd with 
regard to the Home Learning: we very much recognise that it isn’t easy for all families and   
appreciate very much the honesty of those who have shared the trials of it. Last week I        
personally rated my own efforts as ‘appalling ‘ but after a certain school email, boosted 
efforts to improve the grading to ‘Requires Improvement’ (still not good).  
 

It was therefore a delight to speak to one family and share some ideas and spark some         
motivation: the work that followed was so good and really, really interesting - looking at an 
old map of Southam and drawing on some newer bits to show how it had changed. Yes, it is 
one of my favourite lessons but the response was terrific. I am lucky that quite a few children 
and families like to share work and ideas with me too. If I can be a motivator (and no, 
I’m not Mr Motivator in a dodgy outfit), then do please contact me.  

 

Please note that no Home Learning will be set tomorrow as it is VE Day and the 
dedicated May Bank Holiday. Home Learning resumes on Monday 11th May. 

 

Staff are timetabled again from the 11th May and will include: Jill, Miss Shepherd, Mr Shillitoe, 
Abigail and Mrs Moss and Roxie. 
 

Thank you to Mrs Maffey (again), Mrs Johnson, Mr Shillitoe, Miss Shepherd, Maria, Vikki, Sandra, 
Roxie and Rebecca for covering all manner of duties in school in the past week. 
 

‘Social Distancing’ is so important and so therefore parents can only use this 
school based provision in accordance with government advice.  

The same rules apply with regard to self isolation for any families that have  
symptoms - 14 days off. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

New information and support for those who experience domestic violence can be accessed via the 
Talk2Someone website, which has just been launched in Warwickshire.  

 

https://www.talk2someone.org.uk/  

Please note that some staff have been seriously affected by Covid - or rather family members - 
as have so many parents and their wider families. We understand if not all work is done. Just as 

there is talk of easing of lockdown, it might be worth being sensitive to just how so many have been  
affected. Though some have been more open about how they are affected, I am very aware that for 

some, grief can be a very private affair. The website has details of where support can be accessed but 
please know that an email or a phone call to me is always welcome if you do need to reach out. 

https://www.talk2someone.org.uk/


 

 

Home Learning for 11/05/2020.  

Work will be emailed to parents of children by teachers between the day before (from 3pm) 
to 8:45am. These emails may come from Miss Shepherd, Miss Foster or myself in the event that a 

class teacher is ill.  

 MATHS: to be set daily using online or scanned materials that are differentiated as needed 
and will reflect White Rose Maths Plans. The youngest will be provided with a series of 
shorter tasks and may include some practical tasks and investigations. There will be a contin-
ued daily focus on fluency - these speed of recall of number facts such as timetables and 
number bonds. 

 ENGLISH: to be set daily and again reflect medium term plans. Each day to cover different 
areas with an expectation that children read from books at home. Provision will include: 
spellings/phonics tasks based on the published weekly spelling lists; grammar and punctua-
tion; a book review of what they have been reading (doesn’t have to be the whole book), a 
comprehension task and an extended creative writing task. Phonics tasks will be set on a dai-
ly basis for those in Reception, Yr1 and those needing support in Yr2.  

 TOPIC: to be set once a week ready for  star ting each Monday - you might receive it on 
Sunday evening. Creativity is encouraged but they should include research opportunities and 
non fiction writing as well as art, DT and any place for music? 

 Little Lawrences: Maria and her team will be setting themes for the children to inspire play, 
discussions and activities. No formal work is set. 

 

 We’ll be moving onto Week Six …. 
 

 Wk6: Science This time it’ll be all about investigation! They are chosen to be 
great for doing outside, in the kitchen but perhaps best not where parents don’t 
like mess! Children from Reception to Yr6 get this fine opportunity and if fami-
lies want to mix and match across the family then …. go for it! But we do want 
to know what the results are (and not just that made the room an absolute tip!) 

 
  

 Wk7: Back to Geography and History as has already been published (we 
just build on the topics  already set).  

  

 Wk8: Back to RE and linked to the Summer  Planning (but perhaps only 
loosely!)  

 

Teachers will communicate with parents and children (using school emails) and will give feedback 
of work that has been completed in this way. Teachers are available via email between 8:45am and 
4:00pm to answer any queries or questions relating to the work that has been set: and yes - if a 
child is struggling with a concept, we can help. I know many have find the YouTube clips very 
useful for explaining especially when related to Maths.  
   
 

For some, there is too much work set: for others not enough. If you do require more,     
teachers will direct you to some new resources including for example BBC Bitesize. Thank 

you again all for sharing the achievements of your children! 

A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that  
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31) 

Bronze awards this 
week go to: Ed (Y6) , 
Isla L, Poppy L and So-
phie R (all Y2). 

Silver awards this 
week go to: Isla S and 
Jessica G (both Y2). 

 
 

WELL DONE 
TO YOU ALL! 



 

We love seeing pictures and hearing news of what you’re all doing at home just 
now! Please do keep emailing photos to class teachers so we can share your   

lovely moments with the wider school community.  

 

Ronnie and Mia were fortunate enough to be paid 
a socially-distanced visit by a beautiful old car this 
week! How wonderful to be able to sit inside and  

look forward to future journeys in it! 

Anna, it’s lovely to see you 
enjoying the beautiful 

countryside!  

What impressive    
engineering work, 

Eloise!  

That’s a beautiful picture of an 
octopus you’ve made, Penny! 

Poppy made these amazing 
cookies entirely by herself 

as part of a maths lesson on 
scaling. Well done, Poppy! 

Harry made this brilliant 
Lego windmill as part of 
his Local Area project. 
Fantastic job, Harry! 

Arthur and Angus have thrown 
themselves enthusiastically into 
town planning, with excellent    

results! Great work! 

What beautiful handwriting, 
Chesca, and such a detailed 
account of Handa’s journey! 

Y2 have been doing some lovely creative activities 
using 2D shapes, and this is Sophie’s! What        

delightful colours you’ve used!  

A really effective and eye-catching 
way of presenting a map of      

Warwickshire in the shape of the 
bear and ragged staff. Well done, 

Betty; that’s a great idea! 

Very well done, Harvey A, 
on your excellent            
perimeters work! 



 

Another fabulous group project 
by Toby, Isla and Poppy; this 

time it’s t-shirt painting!  

It’s wonderful to see your enthusiasm 
for maths, Rufus! Well done! 

What a wonderful, effective 
use of the comic strip       

format, Lola!  

That’s a beautiful picture 
of Napton, Heidi, and 

your project was a joy to 
read! 

You should be really proud 
of your excellent English 

work, Mollie! What a   
lovely big smile! 

Well done, Louis, on putting together 
such a great fact-file and model          

elephant! 

What lovely neat           
Geography work, Timmy! 

What a beautiful photo of 
Imogen and Emrys out 
walking in the lovely 

countryside near their 
home! 

Jacey is doing some   
brilliant 3D-shape-
finding around the 
house! Well done! 

Wallpaper maths! 
Well done, Ed; that’s 

really creative! 

Zachary has made an 
exquisite stained-glass 

window!  

Oliver and Austin are doing such a lot 
of amazing outdoor learning! Well 

done to you both! 



 

Congratulations to Oscar M, who 
has become a Cub via Zoom! 

Amelia has painted an absolutely 
beautiful blossom tree as part of 
her wildlife studies. Well done, 

Amelia! 

What a fabulous robot you’ve made, Isla S! 

A very impressive paper Spitfire as 
part of Y4’s VE Day activities. Well 

done, Dom!  

That’s a lovely story map you’ve 
drawn, Jessica! What beautiful      

pictures! 

Here’s some gorgeous African 
artwork by Alex L! 

A fabulous pirate robot   
costume, put together and 
modelled by Thomas E! 

Another brilliant robot, this time by 
William! A fabulous effort! 

The Merricks        
celebrated Star Wars 
Day on Monday. May 

the Fourth be with 
you!  

An amazing robot by      
Martha! 

There's quite a story            
behind this tree known to us 
these days as 'The Poo Tree' 

and others as a horse chestnut! 

Beautiful bluebells, Cory!  

Well done, Grace! What lovely 
neat and colourful perimeter 

work! 



 

The Fig Leaf's Season 
 
A leaf on a plant, on a fig plant. 
Nothing to do, nothing to see 
Short days, short nights on our dissolving planet. 
 
Small, lonely, empty bubbles in the sky float by. 
My arms extend with new baby leaves I bare. 
Succulent, healthy, fresh green leaves with    
multiple points. 
Unfolding dramatically like no other would. 
 
Basking in the hot summer months, in the streaks 
of light. 
No storm in sight, no dark but just light. 
 
Cold night in the dark, in fright my leaves die. 
 
In the dark, the light is in sight. 
 
Time to grow once again. 

 
by Thomas O-M (Y6)  
  

Refunds for cancelled school events 
 
As you know, unfortunately some planned school events have been unable to go ahead due to the current COVID-
19 restrictions in place. 
 
Full refunds for the Y6 Pioneer Centre trip have been processed this week. Refunds will be processed over the 
next week or so for : 
 
- Y1 Cotswold Wildlife Park trip 
- Y2 Coombe / Cotswold trip 
- Y3 swimming 
- Woodford Halse Cross County  
 
If you paid by credit / debit card, refunds will be issued via School Money and you’ll receive an email receipt. If 
you paid by cash, the office will be in touch soon to discuss the best way to process this. 
 
Do get in touch if you have any questions.  

Otter 
 
Out of holt, otters gambol across rock crevices,       
deserted heathland and seaweed drenched creeks. 
 
Tumbling, playing, squirming, the bevy leap-dive into 
the silvery, rippling playground. 
 
Treacherous hunters disappear like ghosts, 
wait...wait...wait.. the otters pop to the surface like 
corks with butterfish, lumpsuckers and flatfish deep in 
whiskered chops. 
 
Eager pups play with agile carelessness through their 
silvery rippling playground; it dances with delight 
 
Rambunctious rafts bound boisterously across the   
soggy mud, leaving a trail of distinctive footprints like 
rosettes glorifying their recent catch. 
 
by Theo (Y6) What a beautiful and detailed picture by 

Anna. Very well done. 

Year 6 have been responding creatively to the 
outdoors this week in a variety of ways. Here are 

two wonderful and thoughtful poems by Theo 
and Tom, along with an illustration by Tom.  



 

Some fantastic project work by Jake B! 

Bella’s enjoying her 
maths… and climbing 

trees!  

What a lovely nature pond, Grace! Hope 
you’ll get some frogs coming to live there! 

 

 

K is for “the diet’s gone kaput!” 
 
 
There’s been much amusing chat in the school office 
this week about one side-effect of lockdown… weight 

gain! Here’s Mr Brine with a cup of tea (in a mug     
borrowed from Karen), a Gold bar and some of Sally 

Cole’s delicious home-made fruit cake, which he regrets 
is causing his waistline to expand somewhat! 

Bella and Harry have thoroughly 
enjoyed learning about their      

extended family. Well done on   
asking some excellent questions 

and putting together a wonderful 
family tree! 



 
 
 
 
 

 

A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that  
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31) 

How quickly our wild flower meadow has taken off since being sown by Class 1 last Autumn. There 
are all sorts of grasses but if you look carefully, you’ll see vetches, bugle (sometimes known as the St Lawrence 

plant) and speedwell as well as the buttercups and daisies.  

Whilst Jack and Annie were busy planting the runner beans that Rosie dropped off for us, Izzy was busy        
watering the rest of the garden. Things are growing really well: the potatoes are popping up and the red onions 
are already beginning to swell. We even noticed that the spinach had started to grow. Though it has been warm 

this week, a little protection is going to be needed as an icy blast is expected early next week!  

 

Happy VE Day! If you are holding a socially-distanced street party, or celebrating in any other way, we’d 
be delighted to see your photos.  Here’s how we’ve been preparing for the occasion in school! 


