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Diary Dates 
 

 This week almost promised to be a qui-
et one: no trips at all. But when has a 
week at St Lawrence's ever been quiet? 
There would have the normal pattern of 
assemblies: joyous occasions on one level: 
moments to reflect on another. No doubt 
our school orchestra would have played 
their hearts out and to think about the 
many times that you would have heard 
clapping, cheers and that little buzz that 
says children being children! I miss it! 

 No Eco Day on Saturday but how many 
of you have taken measures that have 
ended up being eco friendly? The re-
duction in air and noise pollution hasn’t 
gone unnoticed especially with the dawn 
chorus now sounding out for much of the 
day. 

 I hope that you have set some time up 
in your daily diaries to look out of the 
window to admire the freshness of the 
greens this spring. Or have you taken 
time to walk, run or cycle down routes 
that you might once have sped past 
without noticing much in our haste to 
get there. For some this is still a luxu-
ry I know but if you can after all .... 

 No other dates are set in the social diary! 

 

 Hello everyone and welcome back to our weekly  
celebration of all that has happened in the  

St Lawrence School community over the past week. 
 

But first, another moment to reflect: I For some of us, it 
hasn’t been an easy week, indeed for some of us, the last few 
weeks might have been quite a trial. Some of you are, I know, 
juggling working from home with home learning, some of you 
have had to endure bad news and some are just itching to get 
back to some sort of social normality: children at school, 
friends and family to meet with and hugs, hand shakes and 
hair cuts to add the human factor. 
 

So where is faith in all of this? For me it is in everything 
and as I read about in Luke 24 v 13-35, our Lord appeared to 
those that loved him and at first wasn’t recognised. But, he was 
there and is there guiding, teaching perhaps even chastising - 
even if at first we don’t recognise him. How am I so certain you 
might ask? Because (I would say) he is expressed through each 
of us today: through an act of kindness, a moment of under-
standing and through words of consolation when they are 
most needed. 
 

I do hope that you have seen a little more consistency with re-
gard to the home learning as promised last week. Your teach-
ers want very much to ensure that children still keep their 
minds active and focused and hope very much that materials 
are both parent friendly and yet personalised to the learning 
that is needed. There are a host of resources that we are       
accessing but have decided to continue with our tailor made 
approach to the learning of our children.  

 

Many of you are already 
coming to the end of the 
first Home Learning 
Books: more are availa-
ble if you are collecting as 
part of your exercise or  
en-route to the village 
shop. 

 
 

J Brine           

The Spring blossoms are looking simply 
divine at the moment especially the apple 
and hawthorn: petals falling like confetti. How 
soon though this Spring spectacle is over: best 
enjoyed whilst you can! But …. hope is in the  
receptacle of each flower, that it swells and pro-
duces the fruit that it promised in the Autumn. 

Mrs George and Toby doing 
a big ‘draw and colour’ that 
Jack, Sienna and Tilly S all 
wanted to get involved with! 



 

COVID-19 UPDATE from a St Lawrence's perspective 
 

The cleaning and disinfection of all the classrooms has continued but has concentrated on all 
the rooms of Little Lawrences/Reception with Mr Camps and Mandy doing another most     
excellent job. We are continuing to take bio security very seriously to ensure that all staff and 
children in school are kept as safe as possible.  
 

You may see some staff using visors in school if they feel that it is necessary: I’m sure that you under-
stand. Indeed I am sure that many of you will be taking your own measures when you need to be out. 

 

We really do thank you all for the engagement with home learning.: some stunning work has 
been sent in - I wish we had room for every piece in this Journal.  

 

The updated details of our Home Learning for next week 
(beginning on 4th May) are on the following page.  

Please note that no Home Learning will be set on what was to have been the VE 
Day dedicated May Bank Holiday (Friday 8th May) 

 

Perhaps in the past, you might never have considered yourselves to have been eligible for 
Free School Meals but these are strange times. Have your circumstances utterly changed? 

If so, you might want to see if you are now eligible -  even if you believe that this is just a 
short-term blip it may well benefit you to review and apply.  

Details are on the website. 
 

Staff are timetabled again from the 4th May. I am expecting Mrs Maffey (again), Mrs A Coombe, 
Mrs Johnson, Miss Shepherd, Maria, Vikki, Sandra, Roxie and Rebecca to join me next week But 
not all at the same time). Reserves are in place if required. Please note that may be days when I 
am not available next week but when Miss Shepherd will deputise. 
 

Thank you to Mrs George, Mrs Maffey, Mrs Easton, Mr Delaney, Mrs McKeown, Felicity, Roxie , 
Sandra, Rebecca, Jill and Mr Camps  for covering all manner of duties in school in the past week. 
 

‘Social Distancing’ is so important and so therefore parents can only use this 
school based provision in accordance with government advice.  

 

The same rules apply with regard to self isolation for any families that have  
symptoms - 14 days off. 

 

 
 

Bronze awards go to: 
Barnie, Bella, Daisy, Isla S,  
Austin, Jacey, Jake, Jessica,  
Martha, Oscar, Leo (all Y2), 
Seren, Harley, Lewis, Rollo, 
Charlie, Sofia, Luke (all Y5), 
Joshua M, Josh H, Hugh, Ruairi, 
Theo, Dougie, Lara, and Tom (all 
Y6). 
 
WELL DONE TO YOU ALL! 

Silver awards go to:   
Betty, Eloise, Jack (all Y5) and 
Anna (Y6). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WELL DONE TO YOU ALL! 

Gold awards go to: 
Harvey K-V, Toby, Dominic, 
Lara, Grace, Harry, Willow,  
Cassidy, Harvey A, Daniel, Isaac, 
Jacob, Beth and Isabella (all Y4). 
 
 
 
 

 
WELL DONE TO YOU ALL! 

The teachers have been awarding lots of team points and we are absolutely 
thrilled to congratulate those pupils who have achieved their bronze, silver 
and gold awards this week. A huge “well done” to you all… and do look out 
for details of our new ClassDojo accounts, which will be set up for all pupils 
whose parents have asked for them, and which we’ll be using from now on to 

record all those team points!  



 

 

Home Learning for 04/05/2020.  

Work will be emailed to parents of children by teachers between the day before (from 
3pm) to 8:45am. These emails may come from Miss Shepherd, Miss Foster or myself in the 

event that a class teacher is ill.  

 MATHS: to be set daily using online or scanned materials that are differentiated as needed 
and will reflect White Rose Maths Plans. The youngest will be provided with a series of 
shorter tasks and may include some practical tasks and investigations. There will be a contin-
ued daily focus on fluency - these speed of recall of number facts such as timetables and 
number bonds. 

 ENGLISH: to be set daily and again reflect medium term plans. Each day to cover different 
areas with an expectation that children read from books at home. Provision will include: 
spellings/phonics tasks based on the published weekly spelling lists; grammar and punctua-
tion; a book review of what they have been reading (doesn’t have to be the whole book), a 
comprehension task and an extended creative writing task. Phonics tasks will be set on a dai-
ly basis for those in Reception, Yr1 and those needing support in Yr2.  

 TOPIC: to be set once a week ready for  star ting each Monday - you might receive it on 
Sunday evening. Creativity is encouraged but they should include research opportunities and 
non fiction writing as well as art, DT and any place for music? 

 Little Lawrences: Maria and her team will be setting themes for the children to inspire play, 
discussions and activities. No formal work is set. 

 

 We’ll be moving onto Week Five …. 
 

 Wk5: RE This time it’ll relate to Summer planned topics. Please note we won’t be do-
ing all of this next week but that this work will be spread over the summer. 

 

 For Reception - The focus will be ‘Special people’ who are of special to Chris-
tians and to Sikhs...   

 For KS1 - the focus will be on ‘Sacred places’: places of worship, of refuge and 
places of reverence.  Through out history, people from across the world have 
needed places to pray and come together: they can be places that inspire, places 
that uplift but equally places to withdraw to. This is a great chance for our chil-
dren to get to know a little about them and why they are so important today.  

 For KS2 - we will be focusing on a Unit of RE titled ‘How to build a Kingdom of 
God’ as so many do on earth. Pentecost and how the gifts of the Holy Spirit can 
be used will feature for some. The words of the Lord’s Prayer will be a key focus 
‘Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven’ for others. 
There are so many ways that different people do this and why they do it: children 
will have the opportunity to find out how.   

  

 Wk6: Back to Science: with a big focus on investigations.  
  

 Wk7: Back to Geography and History as has already been published (we just build 
on the topics  already set). 

 

Teachers will communicate with parents and children (using school emails) and will give feedback 
of work that has been completed in this way. Teachers are available via email between 8:45am and 
4:00pm to answer any queries or questions relating to the work that has been set: and yes - if a 
child is struggling with a concept, we can help. I know many have find the YouTube clips very 
useful for explaining especially when related to Maths.  
   

For some, there is too much work set: for others not enough. If you do require more,     
teachers will direct you to some new resources including for example BBC Bitesize. Thank 

you again all for sharing the achievements of your children! 

A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that  
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31) 



 

We love seeing pictures and hearing news of what you’re all doing at home just 
now! Please do keep emailing photos to class teachers so we can share your   

lovely moments with the wider school community.  

 

We’ve continued to receive a steady 
stream of lovely photos from many 
of you this week. Thank you so much 
for sharing your snapshots from home 

with us! 

What a beautiful giraffe 
you’ve drawn for your 

safari project Dottie! Well 
done! 

It’s wonderful to see you 
getting on so well with 
your home learning, 
Elise! Great work! 

Keep up the good work on 
Spelling Shed, Joshua M! 

Lovely to see your smiling 
face, Adrian! Great maths 

work! 

Brilliant and creative work 
on angles, Cassidy!  

What an amazing     
pirate ship you’ve built, 

Lucy! Well done!  

That’s a fabulous dragon,   
Imogen! Wow!  

A piece of bright and 
beautiful artwork by 

Lilly and Penny! 

Super phonics 
work, Ava!  

Well done on a lovely 
piece of work using 

collective nouns, Beth! 

Great to see your            
enthusiasm for maths,    

Oscar M! 

What lovely Easter art-
work, Isabella! 

A wonderful illustrated guide 
to ship-building by Jack C! 



 
 
 

That’s a beautiful elephant 
you’ve made as part of your 
Kenya project, Isla S! Well 

done! 

Ralphie has created a colourful 
new insect called Mr Swamp! 

Fabulous! 

What a wonderful boat, Oscar C, and 
you’ve written about it beautifully!  

Here’s Jemima in her workshop. She 
has made an incredibly impressive 

wooden toolbox all by herself! 

You’ve done a really great project 
about our lovely village, Grace, with 
some beautiful photos and wonderful 

handwriting!  

What a joyful photo! That’s 
our Elissa, converting units of   

measure!  

What a fabulous picture you’ve 
drawn of Napton, Harvey K-V!  

Toby, Poppy and Isla L have done a 
great group project together: a   

fishing game! What fun! 

Brilliant baking, Bella B! 

Alexander’s done some 
lovely work on The Very 

Hungry Caterpillar at 
home. Well done! 

Some lovely, detailed 
work on his local  

woodland habitat by 
Leo K-V! 

Another gorgeous and colourful  
model elephant. Well done, 

Zachary! 



 

What a wonderful photo of 
Harry S and his Grandma   

doing some topic work together 
over Skype! 

Some excellent      
prepositions work by 

Lewis! 

Great project work and 
great handwriting, Sam! 

You’ve done a fabulous 
Shark Lady project, Rosie 

P! Well done!  

Brilliant teamwork from the 
Joiner family and a               

collaborative approach to the 
Local Area project! 

How lovely to see you    
riding your balance 
bike, Wilfred! Well 

Jacob’s put together a 
great Napton project!   

Harry C’s been a real   
superstar this week!  

Just one extract of a wonderful 
project by Isaac - we agree with 

you about the lovely school, Isaac! 

Oscar and Bella C have 
been making bird feeders 

for their feathered 
friends! 

Wonderful story          
sequencing, Rupert! 

Mrs Foxwell’s Star of 
the Week is… Isobel, 

for fabulous sight-
reading and playing!  

Well done, Isobel! 

What a lovely, detailed 
Napton project by Jacob! 

That’s an amazing ship 
you’ve built, Rosie W! 

An origami boat 
made by the         

Merricks… and it 
floated! 



 

Postcards from Kenya... 

It’s brilliant to hear about 
your virtual travels in      

Kenya, Oscar W! 

A gorgeous postcard 
from Kenya by Lily! 

Here’s a glimpse of    
Jessica’s lovely        
postcard work! 

What beautiful pictures 
of Kenyan animals,  

Bella C! 

 

Here’s the scarecrow Lily made for 
the village. He looks like a very     

relaxed fellow! 

 
 This week’s “Clap for Carers” was an extra-special occasion 

as the nation was also celebrating the 100th birthday of Captain Tom 
Moore, who has raised an astonishing £32 million walking laps of his 
back garden in support of the NHS. Here’s a lovely photo of Harry S 

taking part Thursday’s 8pm round of enthusiastic applause to thank the 
NHS for their tireless efforts on our behalf. 

There’s a rock-star of a    
scarecrow giving a concert in 
Arthur and Molly’s garden! 



If you haven't seen it     
already, please take a  
moment to enjoy this 
tale of a former school          
inspector who has, after 
a few weeks of home  
learning with his          
children, rated himself 
"atrocious"! (https://
www.bbc.co.uk/news/
business-52458237 ) It's 
easy to imagine, after the 
amount of time we've   
already spent in          
lockdown without the 
usual opportunities to 
chat in the playground and compare notes, that everyone else is navigating the current 
situation perfectly well and without any difficulties. Please know that this is not 
the case! We are all, without exception, having good and bad days, easy and difficult 
days, happy and sad days, and successful and utterly disastrous days of home learning at 
the moment... and that even includes Mr Brine, who has rated himself "appalling"!! Be 
kind to yourself during these challenging times, and be assured that we are all struggling 
to adjust to current circumstances. You're not alone!  

 

A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that  
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31) 

There have been a few rainy days 
this week but, on the whole, we’ve 
had some lovely weather recently 
which makes it all the easier to get 

outside and enjoy fresh air,        
sunshine and all sorts of different    

activities!  

It’s wonderful to see Lara and Toby 
gardening and washing the car! 

And here are Ronnie and Arthur enjoying 
spending time with butterflies and sheep! 

Home learning is done in so many        
different and very valuable ways. 

You don’t need to be at the    
kitchen table to do your home 
learning! Great work, Josh W! 

Well done to Arthur and 
Molly who have built a fire 

pit in their garden! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-52458237
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