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Diary Dates 

 Tuesday 10th March: Y5/6 netball match against Warwick School.  
 

 Wednesday 11th March: Bikeability Day 1. 
 

 Friday 13th March: Engineering Afternoon with JLR/Sean Johnson.  
 

 Tuesday 17th March: Netball tournament @ Long Itchington.  
 

 Wednesday 18th March: Bikeability Day 2. 
 

 Thursday 19th March: Second Science Day for the whole School with 
an Egyptian Twist. 

 

 Friday 20th March: Mother’s Day afternoon for EY/KS1. 
 

 Friday 20th March: PTA Quiz & Curry Night—we challenge you to take 
on the two staff teams (for the wooden spoons!) 

            

Spring is in the air: the first of the daffodils are opening, and 
the purple croci are seemingly all over the place. Dottie and 
Charlie seemed very proud of the ones that they planted in our wild 
area. We also noted that lots of new plants seem to have grown 
amongst the grass : our Autumn planted seeds could well create a 
summer display of wild flowers? We really hope so. 
 

The Prunus Nigra Tree planted in remembrance of Kate 
Vanloo (who was such a supporter of our school) is also         
beginning to look beautiful: delicate pink blossoms to cheer up the 
greyest and stormiest of days! 
 

There has been a host of highlights this week, not least a most 
successful Spelling Bee event, a trio of sports successes, a collective 
of engineering brilliance and a World Book Day!  
 

The Spelling Bee event as organised by Miss Foster was a 
great success: the cheers of classes heard as I prepared for 
the assembly on Monday was so heartening. Thank you to all the 
children and parents who took the time to prepare for it. The 
“Share a Million Stories” event is a perfect next step and perfectly 
timed to include World Book Day. 
 

The Engineering Experiences this week have been truly     
remarkable for all those who have led or actually                  
experienced them. The enthusiasm and inspiration have 
been palpable for some with eyes as big as saucers as connections 
have been made.  
 

And the costumes looked stunning for World Book Day! 

 

 

 



A set of engineering experiences over two afternoons that informed,  
inspired and for some, ‘blew their minds’ with more to come! 

 

A) I loved being part of the workshop with Paul Bailey looking at how the combustion     
engine has evolved from steam to petrol: to show how fuels have evolved and are still 
evolving: to show how they mechanically work and how newer technology makes them work 
better.  

B) I know that the children loved learning about the actual processes of how waste is      
reused with Carrie and Amy including how oil can be extracted from plastic waste. It 
was lovely to note that some learning reinforced what they had already learnt.  

C) Children were absolutely bowled over by the size of numbers that are associated with 
digital storage and the engineering behind this. Jim Sleight most helpfully explored the 
connection between the role of scientists and engineers and how one ‘feeds’ the other. 

D) I never really understood exactly what a bio-engineer did until I saw how brilliantly  
Annabelle Pask (former pupil) explained it. The connection to its role in how it helps 
those with disabilities, those with life-changing injuries (including those associated with      
accidents and the military) and those who develop mobility issues was made so incredibly 
powerfully. Bio-engineers really make life-changing differences. 

E) Everyone now understands how the Leamington area has become an important centre 
of the gaming industry. And so to have Catherine Sabine (former pupil) show children 
how teams combine to create attractive and realistic graphics for gaming was magical. 
So many of our children love computing (and already code to create simple games) and so 
many love Art: they loved the connection. 

F) And then there was the arrival of the beautifully restored Buick built in 1925. It          
connected so well to Workshop A and was brilliantly delivered by Roger Hailey and Mr  
Shillitoe. Even before the workshops got started, the Year 1s loved the wooden wheels 
and were amazed by its beauty and character. To see the reaction of the children as they began 
to appreciate the workmanship and the skill was a gift in its own right. 

 

But it doesn’t stop there: another workshop is being organised for others who might be       
inspired but who have not yet had the chance to get involved, including Class 3. We also can’t wait to 
welcome Sean Johnson in his JLR designer capacity and Sean Johnson with Andy McKeown in his  
Aston Martin capacity.  
 
 

Technology, in its many forms, is always evolving:  
we want our children to know about it,  

know that a great range of expertise will be needed in the years to come and  
know that they could be part of it too! 

 
 

 



 

My number one favourite engi-

neer is Catherine who was a gam-

ing engineer who used a piece of 

clay and modelled it into a 3D 

character on a computer. (Oliver) 

 

 



An enthusiastic team of Year 6s had 
been itching to get stuck into a match 
for a couple of months and this  
Monday, they finally had the opportunity 
they’d been waiting for at Bishops       
Itchington Primary School! 
 

A damage limitation strategy was suggested 
for the first half, given the uphill                
disadvantage and low sun which sat behind 
the Bishops goal, shining brightly at last. It 
became quickly apparent that this would 
not be necessary; Harry S dribbled up the 
pitch and passed the ball out to the wing for 
Rosa W to thunder over the keeper into the 
top corner of the goal. Bishops responded strongly scoring an equaliser which provided a nail-biting 
10 minutes whilst scores were level. Sadly for Bishops, an own goal was just the boost which St  
Lawrence needed and from then on St Lawrence’s dominated. On the rare occasion where Bishops 
got past the impenetrable defence of Cory M and Sharon H - spearheaded by Tommy OM, Ed J and 
Hugh PB ensured the score stayed on the side of the away team. St Lawrence’s midfield and strikers 
kept Bishops on the back foot with relentless attempts on goal by Jake B who was finally rewarded 
in the second half, Rosa W gained a second and Harry S started the season with a hat trick. At the 
final whistle, the score was 7 - 1 to St Lawrence’s.  

Mr Shillitoe 

Many congratulations to our Y6 netballers who 
won their match against St Mary's last night 
with a fabulous score of 10-5! As ever, the St 
Lawrence's team spirit was very evident and Y6 
worked together brilliantly to achieve their victory. 
Everyone played really well and Mrs Maffey would 
like to make special mention of Mia, Theo and   
Joshua M who have only been part of Netball Club 
for a short time and are all making great progress. 
Keep it up, Year 6!  

What a team!!! 

Moreton Morrell was the back drop to the big Cross Country Race of the year involving Both 
Yr5&6 runners. There were very high numbers running in both the Races.  
 

How amazing is this: 4 children going on to the grand finals 
across Warwickshire: Hugh PB, Rosa W, Bella B and Grace 
GS: all of these in the top 10! 
  

Miss Todd was immensely proud of all who took up the 
challenge Laura SB, Phoebe H, Tilly S, Tilly W, Sofia B, 
Arthur E, Josh H, Theo V, Luca S and Alex L who took part 
in this gruelling race. 
  

What was especially heart-warming was the following  
message from Liz Webb:  
‘Took this photo this morning as it was such a lovely moment and a 
tribute to the brilliant family spirit that you kindle at the school. Alex was at the back of the boys’ race and the girls 
having got very wet muddy and cold stayed to cheer every last one of the boys in. 
 

You can see Tilly, Grace and her sister, Rosa and Bella running alongside Alex for the last 100 metres cheering him 

on all the way. So proud of this lot on every level.’ Another beautiful team to be so proud of! 



 

You know the importance:  
we know the importance, 

they know the importance! 



A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that  
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31) 

 

There have been lots of stories shared this week at St Lawrence's, and 
particularly on Thursday! We had a lovely World Book Day on March 5th 
and there have been lots of opportunities for pupils across different year 
groups to read books together. And the pupils' costumes were absolutely 
amazing! Many thanks to all parents for your creativity, encouragement and  
support with the children's outfits.  

 
 
 
 

And just a little bit extra: 
 

 Every Wednesday is a day to skip! No… not a day to have off… but to have great fun with a 
skipping rope. Now that Mrs Sally Lewis has left the midday team I am back on duty, and it has 
been great fun with often dozens of children joining the Big Skip for the last couple of  
Wednesdays and those hopefully to come! I also got to see the hard work of our netballers at 
the same time this week - you should have seen them getting in an extra session of practice with 
Mrs Maffey this last Wednesday. They’re good - really good! But they’re leaving nothing to 
chance for the match against Warwick School next Tuesday and the forthcoming Tournament: 
the victories have been earned! 

 

 The Ofsted Report is now on the website and registered with Ofsted itself - it is great to 
know that it is officially out there that St Lawrence’s is a great place to learn in. 

 

 I was very excited to hear that our bid to get Yr5s into the Houses of Parliament that was 
made months ago has been accepted - they head there for the first of their activity days on 
April 21st (a date of their choice but very happy to accept!). 

 

 I am pleased to report that Class 2 are booked for a trip to Coombe Abbey on 1st Apr il as 
a lead into their Summer safari topic in the final term. 

 

 I am also pleased to report that both Classes 1&2 have a trip booked to the Cotswold 
Wildlife Park as par t of the topic on 22nd Apr il. 

 


