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Diary Dates 
 

 All of the diary has been cancelled in 
light of the latest Government Guid-
ance with regard to Covid-19.  

 March 30th – Apr 3rd Home Learning 
programme continues. But breaks for 
Easter. It will resume on Apr 20th. 

 

 March 30th – Apr 3rd School Learning pro-
gramme that is in parallel with what is set for 
home.  This is to based in the hall. All other 
entrances are now closed and all classrooms 
have been shut down following cleaning and 
disinfection. Uniform to be worn. 

 April 6th - April 9th: School based care. tbc 

 April 14th - April 17th: School based care. tbc 

 2nd April: Timestables World Cup: 
 Yr2 Will be having fun with number bonds. 

 Yr3 on the x3 tables:Yr4-6 will focus on x9 
tables. 

 

(Although this can’t be held in school, it would be great 
to reserve this date at home to have a bit of fun and 
focus on their speed of recall - a stop watch will be need-
ed, a ‘judge or referee’ will be needed and the guidance 
from Mr Delaney will help enormously too!) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
Hello everyone and welcome to our weekly  

celebration of all that is happening in the  
St Lawrence School community. 

 

It has been a privilege to speak to so many of you, leave mes-
sages and receive some very cheery feedback during these 
most unusual of times. 
 

Judging also from all of the email correspondence, it seems 
that so many of you are doing an exceptionally good job of 
embracing all this home learning. Thank you to all who have 
sent some much through to the teachers - you have been 
wonderful.  
 

Though we had seen this coming and had formulated 
expectations for home learning fairly early on, we hadn’t 
quite foreseen maintain a physical presence for keyworkers. 
There was a huge amount of scrabbling to get everything 
sorted by the close of play on Friday. I’d like to pay a special 
tribute to Lotte and the office staff (whether working from 
home or school), to Miss Shepherd and to the extraordinary 
commitment of Laura Seago and Heather Smith who helped 
in the office at this crucial time. Put quite simply, we would 
have struggled to have collated key worker information 
(something that we had never held previously) and share 
information as was being required by the unprecedented 
directives and clarifications that were coming thick and  fast.  
 

It clearly has meant quite a culture change but you 
should all be patting yourselves on the back for ensuring 
that so much was achieved in a such a short time! 
 

Yes, there may now be some fine-tuning but the foundations 
to some sort of continuity have been laid. 
 

All of this as our wonderful staff ensured a sense of norm in 
the school itself - right to the end of the term as we knew it: a 
fun end of week assembly - as daft as they come but a real 
celebration, lessons as normal for much of the morning and 
something of a show by those in Classes3&4 to the whole 
school was the perfect end - of highlights from their produc-
tion of ‘Porridge’ minus the costumes but with extra zest and 
bags of va, va voom! I did take a video of some sections and 
am trying to find a way of getting them off the iPad to share 
with all those associated with Classes 3 & 4: it was absolute-
ly brilliant!! 
 

To share a few moments with our Yr6 children was also a 
privilege - they have been a class to be so proud of - I really 
do hope and pray that we can meet together again soon. 
 

J Brine           

Adjusting to the change of culture (but hold-
ing stead fast to our values) is not always 
easy. For some including Seren, a timetable 
has been just the ticket, some have changed 
into their uniforms and some are just fitting 
around the timetables of parents. There is no 
right way but suggestions might help! 



 

COVID-19 UPDATE from a St Lawrence's perspective 
 

Thank you for taking the messages so seriously - we know it is our duty to keep learning go-
ing both at home and, where vitally necessary, at school but we have taken bio security very 
seriously. I have always believed in trying to keep the school clean and well presented but 
bio security has not ever had the same profile as recently. Thank you to all who are embrac-
ing social distancing as an opportunity to do our part, even if it has massively impacted your 
normal working and social lives.  The impact of this virus is real. 
 

In school: 
 Entry has been restricted to just one entrance: the hall door—noted for not having a handle!  
 All who enter are expected to gel their hands - just children and staff as parents are asked to 

remain outside, all seats, surfaces, toys and equipment are treated with Milton. 
 The vast majority of the school is shut down including most toilets once cleaned and disinfect-

ed: we can’t keep cleaning it with skeleton staff. 
 We are only staffing to meet the needs and requirements for children - where possible all are 

working from home. Staffing is on a rota. 
 

Those who are eligible for Free School Meals (not Universal) have been contacted di-
rectly by the office so that they can access support. Hot dinners are no longer availa-
ble from the school until further notice - could all families please send in a packed lunch if 
they are accessing school based learning. Food is still being made available for those who 
are using LnO.  
 

The updated details of our Home Learning are on the following page. 
 

My potentially handy hints:  
 Wherever possible, don’t waste time and money on printing if you can do something from a 

screen straight into books. 
 Follow the learning programmes as much as you reasonably can knowing that some sort of 

structure is good for us all in the absence of our usual routines and that our minds  might turn 
to mush without some sort of stimulation. Learning really is good for our children and we do 
want them to be prepared for the years to come. 

 Know that you can only do what you can do! 
 

 

During term time, Home Learning will continue to be the basis of what is provided in school – 
there will be mixed aged provision, they’ll be mini assemblies, some art work, some music and 
time for play as well. We’ll even hit the garden as much as possible and ’Dig for Victory!’ 
School behavior expectations are as ever.   
 

Staff are timetabled and so I cannot guarantee continuity of the same faces during these 
times. I am expecting Miss Foster, Mrs Rose, Vikki, Abigail, Jill and Celia to join me next week. 
Thank you to Miss Shepherd, Mr Shillitoe, Maria, Lotte, Mary, Jill, Mandy and Mr Camps for cov-
ering in the past week. 
 

‘Social Distancing’ is so important and so therefore parents can only use 
this school based provision in accordance with government advice: and we 

should expect this to evolve. This is to help the country to keep going. 
 

The same rules apply with regard to self isolation for any families that have 
symptoms - 14 days off. 

 

 



 

 

Home Learning will continue as last week.  

Work will be emailed to parents of children by teachers between the day before 
(from 3pm) to 8:45am. These emails may come from Miss Shepherd, Miss Foster or 
myself in the event that a class teacher is ill. Some might want to check out your junk 
or spam emails! 

 MATHS: to be set daily using online or scanned materials that are differentiated as 
needed and will reflect White Rose Maths Plans. The youngest will be provided with a 
series of shorter tasks and may include some practical tasks and investigations. There is 
the timetable/ number bonds focus on Thursday - Class teachers will share the guidance from 
Mr Delaney. 

 ENGLISH: to be set daily and again reflect medium term plans. Each day to cover dif-
ferent areas with an expectation that children read from books at home. Provision will 
include: spellings/phonics tasks based on the published weekly spelling lists; grammar 
and punctuation; a book review of what they have been reading (doesn’t have to be the 
whole book), a comprehension task and an extended creative writing task. Phonics tasks 
will be set on a daily basis for those in Reception, Yr1 and those needing support in 
Yr2.  

 TOPIC: to be set once a week ready for  star ting each Monday- you might receive it 
on Sunday evening. Creativity is encouraged but they should include research opportu-
nities and non fiction writing as well as art, DT and any place for music?  

 We move onto Week Two:  

 Wk2: RE: All to focus on Salvation/ Easter  consistent with planning us-
ing a common format but made applicable to each year group. Be as creative 
as you can but do find moments, if at all possible, to have thinking time 
about  the meaning of Easter and why it is so special for so many millions 
across the globe. It really is, for so many, a message of hope and promise. 

 Wk3 (starting on April 20th): Science: Reception/KS1 - Fieldwork and 
Habitat research. KS2 - Famous Scientists relating to Biologists and Zoolo-
gists.  

 Wk4: Back to Geog/Hist and the start of the 3wk cycle - if required! 
This time it’ll relate to Summer planned topics. I will advise on key themes 
relating to this closer to the time. 

Teachers will communicate with parents and children (using school emails) and will give 
feedback of work that has been completed in this way. Teachers are available via email be-
tween 8:45am and 4:00pm to answer any queries or questions relating to the work that 
has been set.  I look forward to seeing more of what children have achieved and cele-
brating in the weekly Journal. Don’t think that this is just a one off! 

Thank you all so much for sharing the thrills and spills of home learning: I know that so 
many of you have taken something of a crash course in it and doing a great job!  

A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that  
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31) 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that  
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31) 

Who might our stars of the week be? I’m sure that you all deserve to be nominated—and I know 

that they’ll be many unsung heroes this week. But how about letting me know what you have been up to and what 
you have achieved so that I can share and celebrate them.  
 

Dylan in Yr5 has been extremely busy judging by all that has been sent back to Mr Shillitoe - and definitely has to 
be nominated. Indeed our class teachers have been blown away by all that you have shared—Miss foster has sent a 
huge amount to me - I think that she has nominated the whole class! Her cat seems to be a big star in all of the cor-
respondence! Mr Delaney and Mrs Monk think that all the parents of Class 3 need nominating as well - for their 
support of the Leaning and of each other as not all new is good news.  
 

Here are just a few of the pictures  and comments that I have received through the week - 
and in a week of  thousands of emails, I must clip out highlights as soon as receive them as I don’t want to miss 
them out! Well done to you all - so many stars! 

Cooking up a fine 
nettle soup - very 

tasty and it doesn’t 
sting the throat. 

Some stars did their work at school, 
painted rainbows, spent time in the 

garden and even made some ‘music’! 

There was quite a lot about habitats and 
growing  

animals to study! Some small such as 
frogs and some that grow much bigger 

including all the new lambs on the  
Evan’s farm. 

There was a lot of 
work about growing 

of seeds as Barnie 
and Tansie are 

showing. I think that 
Ronnie’s seeds must 

have been huge 
judging by the size 

of his spade! 

Joe Wicks seems to have made lots of 
new friends each morning across the 
school - and indeed the nation - Ava 

is showing us how it is done! 

Thank you 
Ida, for the 

seeds for our 
school garden! 



 

That Mr D.  and Ma-
ria, are fab at replying 
to emails and answer-
ing questions. 
A great support!  

Hi there, I got it all, many thanks. (wr ites Theo) We managed the maths and the 
English today.  We also started on the Fantastic Pharaohs. Today, Mum and I did 
some English with Jane Considine at the Training space - she did a live lesson and 
we all had to email her our own writing. From all the entries, my writing was chosen 
for today's story as her favourite for that particular part (there were 9 parts).  Have a 
look at the link and she mentions my name when she does a roll call at the start. 
Mega exciting!! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L60ovWFtGc4 

Just love 

this photo 

with all the 

different 

materials 

that are be-

ing used to 

help with 

counting! 

Great examples of writing to be 
proud of—and is that really Lil-

lie behind the mask? 

A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that  
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31) 

I very much look forward to showing pictures of finished Egyptian projects next 
week—I know that they have inspired some great learning together! 



 

More stars to celebrate (and spot the thought to ponder)! 

It has been lovely to hear that so many are continuing 
with their music lessons - Harley on his Trumpet, Heidi 
and Dawson (pictured) on the piano, Elissa on the piano 

(love the video) and lots with Mrs Foxwell using 
FaceTime! 

Harry has been busy 
bug hunting, flower 

spotting and salt 
dough baking! 

And finally, Mr Camps has been busy cleaning, spray-
ing, treating all the outside of the Tardis with preserva-
tive and clearing out all the crystallised gunk within the 
plumbing of the boys toilets. Now, if anyone deserves a 
star of the week certificate, I think that he does! 

And there is the baking of Ginger biscuits 
- still awaiting that recipe Eloise in the 

absence of not tasting them! 

Maths in the sunshine - haven’t we 
been lucky with this glorious sun! 

Whatever the flood (water or other-
wise) a rainbow was sent as a cove-

nant or promise that we wouldn’t be 
overwhelmed again. It is a belief 

worth holding onto now and in the 
weeks to come  even when the sun 

doesn’t seem to shine! 


