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Celebrating 10yrs of Little Lawrences 

Friday 7th February 2020. 

Diary Dates 

 w/c 10th February: Internet    

Safety Week. 

 Thursday 13th February:  

Timestables World Cup (x8 and 

x7) 

 Thursday 13th February: PTA 

Film Night and Disco 

 February 17th—February 21st: 

Half Term 

 Monday 24th February: Back to 

school 

 

 
 

 

.            
In so many ways, the week of inspection seems like past history as your school moves 
onto the ‘Next Best Thing’ in the knowledge that its unique qualities were acknowledged 
and can be rightly celebrated.  
 

I must thank you once again for the massive support that you give to your children as 
we saw by your full participation in the Parent Evenings. I do hope that you found the 
discussions and targets both affirming and informative.  
 

Through the week, it has been rather good to welcome all sorts of guests to the 
school: prospective parents for Little Lawrences, our KNEX engineer leaders for   
Classes 5&6 and Joy from the Barnabas Christian Team.  
 

It was also really good to have NEAT (Napton Environmental Action Team)               
represented in school (working with some of our Eco Club members) during the 
Wednesday evening parents’ meeting (see poster). It is good to know that this school 
is a ‘melting pot’ of ideas and experiences that can really touch lives and inspire.  
 

On this note, I am delighted that so many engineers have answered the call to bring 
Engineering alive for children at St Lawrence’s. Details are being finalized but know 
that representatives from Jaguar Land Rover, Aston Martin Lagonda and the Eco recycling 
team and the Leamington gaming industry will be joining us in the coming weeks and 
months. This is in addition to local engineering expertise in areas of engineering such as 
mechanical and telecommunications! As you know, there is a wealth of talent in our area 
and, as I’m finding out, there are so many who are willingly sharing this to inspire that  
talent in the next generation: what a community! 
              J Brine 

 

We were delighted to 
showcase this brilliant 
and colourful dragon, 
constructed and painted 
by the pupils in after-
school club to coincide 
with  Chinese New Year 
and the Early Years 
Dragons topic, as an    
unusual and eye-
catching centre-piece 
during this week’s      
Parents’ Evenings! 



 
Our very grateful thanks go to Tony, Peter 
and Paul who came into school this week to 
facilitate and lead the K’NEX challenge with 
Y5 and 6.  
The pupils had to design and construct a stable 
object with moving parts including doors, gears 
and a platform. It was amazing to see what eve-
ryone came up with! Seth and Oliver won the 
Windmill Challenge in Y5, and Grace and Rosa 
came in first place in Y6. Very well done to you 
all!  



 

 

 

We have received a lovely email from the 
World Wildlife Fund to thank us for the 
donation of £155.15 from the special cake 
sale organised by Y6 to raise money for 
the Australia Bushfire Emergency. Thank 
you very much again to everyone who 
supported the cake sale in any way; your 
help and generosity are greatly               
appreciated.  

 
Coronavirus – Advice for all early 
years providers, schools and further 
education providers 
 
The government is closely monitoring 
the spread of the Coronavirus and is 
taking action at home and abroad. The 
overall risk of Coronavirus to the UK 
remains moderate. However we       
understand that people may be        
concerned where there are children, 
students or staff returning from or     
visiting China. 
 
Public Health England and the Foreign 
Office have issued advice for anyone 
travelling to the area. This can be found 
at: 
 

 https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-
advice/china 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/
news/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-
and-avian-flu-advice-for-travel-to-
china 

 
Latest information and advice can also 
be found at:  
 

 https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

Advice for parents/guardians 

You should not be unduly worried about 
the possibility of your children catching 
the Coronavirus. There is no reason 
why your children should not continue to 
attend their early years, school or     
further education setting as normal. 

We recognise that some families or  
children may be planning to travel to 
China during the forthcoming half term 
period. If so, please refer to the FCO’s 
latest travel advice via the link above. 

What action you can take 

A UK wide campaign has been 
launched to provide clear advice on how 
to slow the spread of Coronavirus. 
Please help to support the campaign 
which promotes basic hygiene        
practices, such as regularly washing 
hands and always sneezing into a    
tissue, to stem the spread of viruses. 

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/china
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/china
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-and-avian-flu-advice-for-travel-to-china
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-and-avian-flu-advice-for-travel-to-china
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-and-avian-flu-advice-for-travel-to-china
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-and-avian-flu-advice-for-travel-to-china
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


The Warwickshire County Council Family Information Service (FIS) provides information, 
advice and one-to-one support for families with children and young people aged 0 to 25 across  
Warwickshire on issues including: 

 family relationships 

 finance 

 housing 

 parenting support 

 special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 

 childcare 

 health and wellbeing 
 
There are lots of useful guides available at https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-families  and 
details of the #TakeCareOfYou campaign, supporting independence for everyone in Warwickshire. 
Carers can access information here (https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/carers ) and there are     
various details of forthcoming courses and workshops available on the site. Do follow the Family 
Information Service on Facebook (@WarwickshireFIS) or Twitter (@warksfis), or phone them on 
01926 742274, if you’d like to know more.  

Now that the evenings are getting lighter, we’d 
like to remind those of our pupils who are  
regular cyclists outside of school hours to wear a 
helmet and bright clothing when cycling, and to 
observe the road safety rules taught to Year 6 in our 
annual Bikeability sessions. The second pair of ses-
sions of this popular course will be held on March 
11th and 18th for those Y6 pupils who haven’t yet 
completed the award. 

 

Ronnie from Reception came into school 
on Monday carrying a most beautiful and 

impressive castle cake which he had      
decorated himself, and presented it to Mr 

Brine. Well done, Ronnie!  

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-families
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/carers


 

A resounding success for one of our  
brilliant musicians! 

 

The Banbury Young Musician of the Year 2020 
finals, organised by the Rotary Club of Banbury, 
were contested by some 74 students from junior 
to senior musicians, instrumentalists and singers. 
 

The Junior Young Musician is violinist Laura, a 
student from St Lawrence Primary School in 
Napton, who was competing for the first time. 
(taken from the Banbury Guardian) 
 

In this picture, Laura is holding the Banbury  
Junior Young Musician of the Year cup, having 
also collected the Young String Musician of the 
Year Trophy. 
 

It was also good to read in the Banbury Guardian, that Jessica 
Foxwell (daughter of one of our music teacher) was a big  
winner too! I know that our flautists love their extra music 

workshops with her. 

 
Our Eco Club continues to be busy,          
energetic and committed to a wide range 
of environmental issues! This week Jan and 
Jim led the meeting  outside on the yard, and the 
group did some litter picking, worked on their bug 
hotel and constructed a bird feeder which is      
currently hanging on the front door of the school to 
welcome and nourish any passing birds! Some of 
the group members then went into the school hall 
and assisted on the NEAT stall during Parents’ 
Evening. What a tremendous asset the Eco Club is 
proving to be!  



A message from Jan & Jim – Eco Club: 
  

‘The enthusiasm from the children attending the club is overwhelming!  
We have made eco bird feeders, some of which are around the school, discussed 
our plastic use and designed our next big project – the Big Bug Hotel.  
They were on hand on Wednesday to ‘man’ the eco-stand in the hall during Parents’ 
Evening wowing parents with their knowledge and passion to encourage families to 
go to the Eco Fair in May in the village run by NEAT (Napton Environmental     
Action Team). That on top of carrying out a playground audit, litter picking and 
drilling holes into wood for the hotel.  
 

The children have written out a ‘shopping list’ of free/scrap materials we will need. 
So, if you have anything on the list lying around unused, it would be gratefully   
received. We will start to build after half term and materials can be brought into 
school and stored near the school garden.’  

 

I look forward in a coming Journal to telling you all about the Coding Club that is simply pushing the boundaries of what 
was ever thought possible by primary aged children - Mr Delaney is rightly proud of the great strides that they are taking and 

what they are subsequently achieving. The receiving secondary schools, especially the grammar sector, has marvelled at the    
learning of many of our past pupils - I suspect that they haven’t seen anything yet! 

Do look out for the 

NEAT attachment to 

the Journal that has 

also the details for 

their forthcoming 

event on the 2nd May 

at the Village Hall. 

BBC 500 words 

Story Writing   

Competition. 
 

It is that time of the year again and children 
across KS2 (Yr3-6) are planning, writing and 
editing stories that will be entered into the  

competition: a chance to let imaginations go 
wild; a chance to impress judges with vivid 

characters and edgy plots! 
 

In the not so distant past, children 

from this school have got into the 

top 50 nationally and one even got 

into the top 25! 
 

Can we improve on this? We’ll  

never know,  

if we don’t give it a go. 
 

We aim to have all finished next week. 
A St Lawrence Book of Short Stories to  

showcase the talent in our midst! 

 

 

There’s still time to buy tickets on School 
Money for the KS1 Film Night and KS2 Disco 
on Thursday 13th February! KS1 will be 
watching The Secret Life of Pets 6, and don’t 
need to bring tuck money as they will be   
given three tuck items as part of their ticket 
price. KS2 children will be given popcorn and 
a drink as part of their ticket price, but are 
welcome to bring a bit of extra money along 
to spend in the tuck 
shop. Y4 Netball Club 
and Code Club will 
not be taking place 
that evening. 
 
Looking forward to 
seeing lots of pupils 
at the Film Night and 
Disco; please do 
come along and join 
the fun!  
 



 

A bit of advance notice to give you 
plenty of time to plan: we will be cele-
brating World Book Day on Thursday 
5th March and would love to encour-
age the children to dress up as a favour-
ite book character and bring a book into 

school to show to everyone! We very 
much look forward to seeing everyone’s 
costumes, and will send out a reminder 

and any further details after the half-
term holiday. 

 

The recent Napton Live Bands Music Night 
took £842.50, which is brilliant. Thank you so 
much to those who came along and supported 
the event, and 
also to Napton 
Festival  Music 
Trust for 
providing the 
bands. What a 
wonderful  
community we 
are part of!  

 

As you know, we have several children at St Lawrence’s who are keen to go the extra mile 
with regard to recycling: we have a crisp packet recycling box in the hall, for which Tilly W 
is responsible, and Daisy F’s pen recycling box too! All these items would otherwise go into 
landfill, so it’s wonderful that our pupils are willing to step up and take responsibility for 
disposing carefully of items which aren’t as easily recyclable as the things we put in our 
blue wheelie bins every fortnight. Josh M and his team have now started a third initiative in 
school: Ecobricks! 
 

An Ecobrick is a reusable building block created by packing clean 
and dry used plastic into a plastic bottle to a set density. Ecobricks 

enable us to take personal responsibility for our plastic. 
 

Plans are being drawn up for something we might construct in school once we’ve collected 
enough Ecobricks, and we’d be thrilled if you could help us! If you have any non-recyclable 
plastic at home, such as the films that package greetings cards or the plastic labels from 
milk cartons, they can be packed 
tightly into a clean and dry 1 litre 
plastic bottle and, once full, they 
can be dropped off at school in 
the labelled box next to the hall 
door.  
 
There are plenty more details 
about Ecobricks to be found online 
(https://www.ecobricks.org/
what/  is a great place to start), 
and lots of photos and projects to 
enjoy and use as inspiration. We’ll 
keep you updated on our progress! 

https://www.ecobricks.org/what/
https://www.ecobricks.org/what/

