
The Journal 
S† LAWRENCE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

VOLUNTARY AIDED PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Dog Lane, Napton, Southam, Warwickshire CV47 8LU 

Tel: 01926 812447 
e-mail: office@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk 

www.stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk 
Head Teacher: Mr John Brine 

Celebrating 10yrs of Little Lawrences 
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Diary Dates 

 Saturday 29th February: Y5/6 Cross Country event. 
 

 Monday 2nd March: Spelling Bee, the start of the     
Engineering Experiences and Football Match against 
Bishops Itchington (away game). 

 

 Thursday 5th March: World Book Day - children and 
staff are invited to dress up of course if they want to. 

 

 Tuesday 10th March: Y5/6 netball match  
 

 Wednesday 11th March: Bikeability Day 1 
 

 Wednesday 18th March: Bikeability Day 2 

            

LENT: A time for reflection, thought and prayer 
 

Ash Wednesday marks the start of the most         
important Christian season of Lent: marked with 
the use of purple to reflect its solemn nature. It ends 
with Holy Week and the glorious celebration of Easter.  
 

Revd Gillian led a short Ash Wednesday service here in 
school where children were invited to receive ashes 
made (as part of the service) from the Palm Crosses 
from last year. You may have heard about ‘my’ tie! 
 

We all need periods of time in our lives to reflect, pon-
der and rebuild as seen in nature and as seen in other 
religions too. After such periods, the highlights and 
great times  always seem so much sweeter and more 
wonderful, don’t they? I do hope that you all find a way 
to mark this season. 
 

And perfectly timed for the start of LENT, it was lovely 
for some of the children to point out that the purple 
crocuses have come back again… and popping back up 
all over the place. The crocuses were all planted to 
support the  Purple4Polio campaign last year, as in a 
previous year.  

 

A Prayer for Lent 
 

Lord, may Lent be a time of   
inward searching that 

makes me more able to look 
with compassion at the 

needs of the world. Amen  



 
 

 

A celebration rooted in tradition 
 

What a Pancake Day: enjoyed by us all! George and Rupert from our Reception Class 
got the day started by presenting to me a rather flowery apron… and then the fun started! 
 

Mrs Coombe (representing the French cre pe tradition) 
and myself (‘battering’ for the English favourite) were 
joined by many assistants aiming to create the perfect 
mix and fry up the perfect flat treat!  
 

Despite my mathematical mix, … 1 by 2 by 5 = 10… the 
clear winner was Mrs Coombe: utter perfection of 
course… whilst my offering (with the help of lots of    
children as well) fell rather flat and floppy… on the floor!  
 

Using Rosie’s ‘industrial’ pancakes, Miss Shepherd led 
the house teams to quite a series of races out on the yard. 
What a competition, with our Yellow Eagles                    
triumphantly holding aloft my frying pan (the closest it 
was ever going to get to winning!!!) 

 

 
 
There were many highlights, but for me 
personally: it was to see how beautifully 
our Year 6’s looked after our youngest.  
 

Pancake Day: the perfect family  
tradition (even if some of the  
suggested toppings weren’t!) 

 



Thank you to all parents that gave           
permission for the 500 word stories to be 
submitted to the BBC competition. 108 
have now been submitted! 
 

I am absolutely delighted with the quality of 
so many of the stories… and with the amazing 
inventiveness. The story of Leftie especially 
caught my attention: written by Hugh (Yr6), it 
tells the story of a left foot… truly original! 
 

We intend to include short stories from across 
KS2 classes into a Book of 2020 so that future 
children can be inspired: one for each class. 
 

And an apology: I understand that there has been 
some confusion about who was to submit the    
stories: you or us. We’ve taken that on board.  

 
 

 

Next week is the start of our Engineering 
focus: not exactly just a week… but a focus 
that lasts three weeks! I am so pleased that so 
many have answered the call to share their 
experiences, expertise and enthusiasm. That 
includes past pupils, parents, local friends of 
the school, governors and local links.  
 

Areas to be covered include: mechanical             
engineering, combustion/steam engines, bio-
engineering, digital artwork within gaming, 
car interior designing for vehicles of the fu-
ture (JLR), historic engineering associated 
with a 1925 Buick and its restoration, Eco-
engineering, information storage engineering 
and… whole car engineering from concept to 
paintwork with Aston Martin! 
 

Please find attached a timetable that includes 
notice of our forthcoming Science Day and a 
Year 3 trip to the Cross Hands Quarry. 

 

COVID-19 
 

A few parents have voiced concerns about 
the virus to me directly. Thank you for   
doing so. 
 

The advice is being updated on a pretty 
much daily basis (I’m receiving it in       
triplicate from the DfE, Warwickshire and 
from Safeguarding).  
 

We will act on all advice and instruct              
accordingly, something that we have al-
ready done. 
 

All new advice will be directly communi-
cated to parents via Facebook and via the 
website as it comes in. Parents should act 
on it. 
 

This week you’ll have received a letter telling you about 
Share a Million Stories, a campaign to champion the       
importance of sharing stories with one another in advance 
of World Book Day on Thursday 5th March. We would be so 
grateful if you could support your child in making a note on 
their Reading Record of how many stories they're sharing 
at home. Thank you, as ever, for your encouragement!  

 

The Spelling Bee takes place 
on Monday 2nd March!  

 
As a school, we have been working hard to 
raise the profile of spelling. Many children have 
really benefitted from the routine spelling 
homework, and we are so grateful of all your 
support at home. In celebration of this hard 
work, we will be hosting our next St Lawrence 
Spelling Bee competition on Monday 2nd 
March, and we are inviting all children from 
Reception to Year 6 to take part if they would 
like to. Each child has been given a word list 
linked to their year group expectations, as well 
as their           
individual needs. 
We’re all very 
much looking 
forward to   
Monday!  



Dave Roberts (who works with Mr Delaney to run the Coding Club), was very excited to hear about our 
big focus on Science and Engineering and wondered if the following link would be of interest to all       
parents for the Big Bang Fair that is being held in Birmingham: 
 

The Big Bang UK Young Scientists & Engineers Fair is the largest celebration of science,  

technology, engineering and maths (STEM) for young people in the UK. 

The Big Bang Fair aims to show young people aged 7 to 19 the exciting and rewarding opportunities out there for 
them with the right experience and qualifications, by bringing classroom learning to life. 

  Wednesday 11th to Saturday 14th March 2020 

  Halls 17-20 at the NEC, Birmingham, B40 1NT 

  Wednesday to Friday: 9.30am – 4pm 
      Saturday: 9am – 4pm 

  Book your free tickets:  https://www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/plan-your-visit/       

Best of luck to all those involved in the Cross Country tomorrow with Miss Todd,  
in the Football Match against Bishops Itchington on Monday with Mr Shillitoe 

and the Netball Match on Tuesday (now away) against St Mary’s with Mrs Maffey. 

A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that  
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31) 

And … a look back at the fun at the end of the last half term thanks to our 
PTA and the Film/Disco Night: so much fun and such a great atmosphere! 

 

https://www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/booknowplanyourvisit/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=planyourvisit&utm_campaign=TBBF20
https://www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/plan-your-visit/

