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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

We hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas and New Year. Children have come back with a great attitude to their 

learning and we are looking forward to making the most of this term. Our topic is Ancient Egypt but we will also 

have a particular celebration of science as St Lawrence declares 2020 the year of science! Below is some 

information about what we will be covering this term but, as always, more detailed information is available via the 

school’s website. 
 

English 

We will cover the final new grammar and punctuation topics before revising and consolidating previous learning to 

ensure we can apply these to our writing and show our best in the SATs tests. We will aim to write purposefully in 

different genres by linking writing to our history and science work as well as to our class reading book – Secrets 

of the Sun King by Emma Carroll. Poetry, narrative and discussion texts will be a particular focus. 
 

Children have time in school to read for pleasure and our class books always gives rise to a lot of book talk and 

excitement. We will also have a reading focus on familiarising children with the types of questions they will be 

required to answer in their SATs. Please continue to read with your child at home and discuss their reading; 

discussing unfamiliar words is particularly useful along with asking children to retell or summarise what they have 

read. Spelling practice continues every week and I would be grateful if you could encourage children to practice 

regularly. The class all have individual ‘Spelling Shed’ logins and this has been a popular way to practice, alongside 

more traditional methods. Spelling Frame is another useful website with games, should there be issues with 

remembering spelling shed passwords. 
 

Maths 
 

In preparation for our upcoming SATs tests, a range of topics will be revised, consolidated and extended 

throughout this term with decimals and percentages kicking us off and algebra also to come. Further information 

about the particular areas covered is available on our school's website. Maths will also be applied in other areas; 

such as using data-handling in Geography and Science.  
 

Please ensure children are completing weekly homework, be it on mymaths or using their Schofield and Simms 

books; a parental note is needed where homework is not completed. Where needed, additional tasks will be set to 

help with more specific areas and children may be encouraged to take ownership for their own revision as we 

progress through the term. I would point you in particular to the maths organiser on the ‘SATs information’ section 

of the school website which has resources to support children in filling any gaps in their knowledge or practising 

different topics. Ensuring children are fluent with the Key Instant Recall facts (most importantly times tables 

and number bonds) is another important way to support your child with their maths. 
 

Subject Information How You Can Help 

Science The school will have a particular science 

focus this year with the aim of 

developing children’s love of science and 

their ability to think like a scientist. 

There will be a number of science days 

and also some extra ‘STEM’ 

opportunities to look out for. In class, 

we begin the year by looking at the 

human circulatory system and the 

impact of diet, exercise and lifestyle on 

Look out for occasional science homework 

tasks, some of which may be of a practical 

nature or involve some research. It is our 

desire at the school to try and make 

science exciting as well as relevant. Any 

links you can make with the science learnt 

at school and the outside world is helpful. 



this. We later move on to developing our 

understanding of light and how we see. 

This will continue into the summer term. 

 

Computing Children will work with Mrs Monk on 

understanding the components of 

computer systems and will also have 

opportunities to use computers in other 

subjects to research and present 

information. We will have an internet 

safety day which will complement are 

ongoing work in this area; this term we  

focus on understanding how data can be 

kept private. 

 

 We rely on parents’ support for 

reinforcing internet safety messages at 

home.  

PE PE will be taught by Mrs Monk on 

Wednesdays and myself on Fridays. 

Please note however that these slots can 

on occasions move around to make way 

for school events or to take account of 

the weather/ hall availability. Although 

some of these lessons will be indoors, 

featuring gymnastics and dance, if 

possible, we will also take some of our 

lessons outdoors. As such, some warmer 

clothes, a change of socks and a plastic 

bag for muddy trainers are 

recommended. 

 

Please make sure your child has their 

named PE kit in school on these days and 

for days they do clubs along with the 

weather-specific items mentioned. 

Geography Our topic this term is Ancient Egypt 

and we will look at various aspects of 

Ancient Egyptian life, beliefs and 

culture. Children are increasingly given 

opportunities to formulate their own 

historical questions and to conduct 

research using different sources, 

presenting their findings in different 

ways. 

 

This topic can really ignite the imagination 

and if so, a library visit for some additional 

reading or even a trip to a museum could 

help to feed the interest and develop 

understanding. 

Art/DT We will explore a variety of printmaking 

skills and methods including relief 

techniques and monotypes.  

 

Whilst the inks are water-based, children 

will and do get mucky so I reiterate my 

suggestion of an apron or art shirt. 

RE First of all children will be encouraged 

to research, reflect and debate to 

answer the  question ‘Why do some 

people believe God exists?’  We will 

review the terms of theist, atheist and 

agnostic and find reasons why a 

Christian believe in God and an atheist 

does not. We will reflect on the 

impact of having faith or not, finding 

examples of ways in which believing in 

God is valuable in the lives of 

Christians and ways in which it can be 

challenging. Leading to Easter, we will 

Re homework is weekly so please 

encourage and cajole at home. You can 

also offer your child the opportunity to 

read books, use the computer to find out 

information and time to share their views 

with you. 



focus on Salvation : how does 

Incarnation and Salvation  fit 

together, what do Christians mean 

when they say Jesus’ death was a 

sacrifice and making link to the way 

Christians celebrate Holy Communion 

and put their beliefs into practice. 

 

Music We will listen to film soundtracks to 

think about the musical techniques used 

to convey character and mood. We will 

think about how we can use these to add 

music to our own stories. 

There are some music technology apps 

available where children can create their 

own songs and soundtracks. I was surprised 

how much fun these could be! Of course, 

more traditional musical opportunities 

exist within and out of school: we’d urge 

that you make the most of them whenever 

possible. 

PSHE As in previous, children will be following 

the ‘Taking Care’ programming relating 

to protective behaviours. Discussions on 

drugs and medicines will follow, closely 

linked to our science unit. 

 

You might talk with children about the 

content of these lessons and any issues or 

questions which have arisen out of it. 

French Mrs Coombe will keep working with 

children to increase vocabulary and 

grammatical awareness.  

 

 

 

Another exciting and important term in prospect! As always, feel free to contact me if you have any queries or 

issues. Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Joanna Todd and Anne Coombe 


