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Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

 

A very happy New Year to all of you! I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas. The children have come back with a great 

attitude to their learning and I am looking forward to making the most of this term. Our Topic this term is Ancient Egypt and 

we have already managed to set foot on the streets of Cairo...albeit through Google Earth. Below is some information about 

what we will be covering this term, however, as always, more detailed information is available on the school’s website. 
 

English 

 

The children engaged incredibly well with our class book last term, The Explorer by Katherine Rundell, which allowed them to 

produce a wealth of brilliant writing in a variety of styles. This term we will be reading Secrets of the Sun King by Emma 

Carroll. As with last term, we will use our class book as a focus and exemplar piece of writing for developing our literary skills. 

We will use our class book and additional texts related to our topic as a stimulus for a variety of fiction and non-fiction writing. 

Friday Writing will aim to apply skills which are learnt during the week and target a range of different audiences, allowing 

children to demonstrate their ability to write for a range of purposes. We will continue to use our Purple Polish pens for editing 

and improving, particularly looking at up-levelling the language we use and reviewing our sentence structure to make our work as 

effective as possible.  
 

Grammar Homework will continue to be predominantly set from the Schofield and Simms Books on a Friday to be returned by 

the following Wednesday. Children will be tested on their weekly spelling list on a Friday. In addition to their weekly spelling 

list, Children have access to Spelling Shed which is an online spelling website where children can practise spelling. 
 

Please encourage children to learn their spellings, noticing use of spelling patterns, root words and to read regularly and widely. 

Investigating the meaning of new words through strategies such as finding the root word or similar words is an incredibly useful 

tool for children as they read more complex texts, Discussion about what children are reading is incredibly useful in developing 

their comprehension and inference skills.  

   

Maths 
 

Our focus for this term is Fractions, decimals and percentages, providing a wealth of ‘real world mathematic’ opportunities. We 

will continue to develop our fluency skills and apply knowledge to problems. Maths will also be applied during our topic work and 

particularly Science through data handling and measures. Our Timetables are still a very important part of our maths, children 

who are able to recall these quickly from practise at home find answering calculations which involve them far easier.  
 

Children will be set weekly homework relating to the weeks lessons through MyMaths or worksheets. The homework acts as a 

consolidation and reinforcement of newly learnt concepts but may also recap prior work. The homework will be set on Friday and 

should be returned the following Wednesday.  
 

Children are expected to complete all homework on time, if there is a problem in doing so, please send in a note.  

 

Subject Information How You Can Help 

Science We will continue our chemistry unit on 

materials, focusing on changes. We will use 

our knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to 

decide how mixtures can be separated by 

looking at methods to recover substances 

from a solution (filtering, sieving and 

evaporating) We will also explain the 

difference between reversible and 

irreversible changes. We will then move on to 

a physics unit on forces:  we will investigate 

gravity, drag forces (resistance and friction) 

as well as mechanical devices that enable a 

smaller force to have a greater effect. This 

last part will be linked to DT activities 

related to Ancient Egyptians (transport of 

stones, shaduf etc) 

You can talk with your child about the topic, link 

it to what they see or do at home. If you have 

access to the internet, any research to the 

topic would help further their knowledge. 



RE First of all, children will be encouraged to 

research, reflect and debate to answer the 

question ‘Why do some people believe God 

exists?’  We will review the terms of theist, 

atheist and agnostic and find reasons why a 

Christian believes in God and an atheist does 

not. We will reflect on the impact of having 

faith or not, finding examples of ways in 

which believing in God is valuable in the lives 

of Christians and ways in which it can be 

challenging. Leading up to Easter, we will 

focus on Salvation: how does Incarnation and 

Salvation fit together, what do Christians 

mean when they say Jesus’ death was a 

sacrifice and making links to the way 

Christians celebrate Holy Communion and put 

their beliefs into practice. 

Reflecting and discussing with children about 

what they have learnt in school. 

Computing Once we have finished our interactive 

stories, we will be learning about 

communicating information securely through 

an introduction to cryptography. We aim to 

make links with Semaphore, Morse Code, 

Caesar Cypher and eventually password 

complexity. We will then draw on our work 

from our current topic to create an animated 

speech by a topic character.  

Online Safety: Pupils will learn what spam is, 

the forms it takes, and then identify 

strategies for dealing with it. Pupils will also 

reflect on the importance of citing all 

sources when they do research. 

 

Discussions surrounding e-safety will reinforce 

the messages children receive at school. 

Children can access Scratch via the internet to 

practise their programming (scratch.mit.edu). 

Please note that the tool is available to use 

without creating a 'login' and we would advise 

that children should not be registering for the 

site. 

PE PE will be on a Thursday and Friday 

afternoon. On a Thursday, children will be 

developing their balance, coordination and 

strength within gymnastics. Children will 

have the opportunity to work both 

independently and cooperatively. After half 

term, our Thursday PE will be Dance. On a 

Friday, children will be further developing 

their invasion game skills and sport specific 

skills in Tag Rugby. These lessons are taken 

by Coventry Rugby Club.  

 

Please make sure your child has their named PE 

kit in school on these days and for any clubs 

they participate in.  

 

Children may wish to bring joggers/tracksuit 

bottoms and a separate PE jumper/jacket for 

the colder months. A plastic bag is also often 

useful for wet shoes/clothes.  

 

Geography/ 

History 

Our Ancient Egyptian topic will incorporate a 

range of Geography and History. We will 

learn about the location of Egypt and how its 

boarder has changed. We will investigate the 

topography and landscape of the country and 

how this determined early civilisation. We 

will predominantly explore what life was like 

during the Ancient Egyptian era and its place 

in history.  

There should be ample opportunity for your 

children to talk about the topic and connect it 

to their own or your experiences or knowledge 

of the world.  

 

Homework is set approximately once every 

three weeks (not the same week as science or 

RE) and should be returned the following week. 

Where a project is set, sufficient time and 

guidance will be given at the time. 

Art/DT Art will be related to our topic and English 

work. We will be further developing our 

mixed media skills for landscapes. Children 

will have the opportunity to create 

sculptures through a range of different 

materials. Engineering and KNEX feature 

heavily. 

 

An oversized shirt or T-shirt is a good idea to 

protect school uniforms during our messier 

lessons. These can be stored at school until 

needed. 



Music We will be experiencing and having the 

opportunity to engage with music from 

different cultures. Children will create their 

own instruments and get the opportunity to 

play a range of tuned instruments, focussing 

on the pentatonic scale.  

 

Giving opportunities for children to listen to a 

wide variety of music and to sing and move to 

music will help build a sense of rhythm and pitch 

as well as hopefully develop a love of music. 

PSHE Children will be taking part in the protective 

behaviours programme in which we will 

explore the rights of a child, their 

responsibility and taking care of themselves, 

After half term, children will build their 

knowledge and understanding of different 

drugs and medicines and the positive and 

negative effects they can have on us.  

 

You might talk with children about their day and 

any challenges and successes they have had and 

how these are handled. 

French We will be relating our French to our Topic 

this term, due to French being a widely 

spoken language in Egypt, we will also relate 

back to our Topic from last term to learn 

why this is the case. Children will be learning 

how to ask for food, expressing opinions 

about food. After half term, we will be 

asking and giving directions, expressing the 

time and how to tell others where we are 

going.   

 

If you can speak French, practising at home 

with your child is great. If you cannot speak 

French, see if they can teach you some words or 

phrases! 

 
A very exciting and important term ahead of us!  Should you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact 

me.  
 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

Ed Shillitoe 

eshillitoe@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk 


