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Year 4 Curriculum Areas (Spring Term 2020)  

Dear Parents / Carers,  

 

Welcome to the Spring Term: snowdrops, lambs and chicks; learning, progression and consolidation - what a 

journey ahead! Please find below details of the curriculum areas that we are going to cover this term and 

ideas of how you can help your child through homework and other activities.  

English (to include historical and geographical documents and sources). We will continue to develop a 

variety of sentence structures and vocabulary choices to inform, engage and to entertain our 

readers. We will become proficient in using commas after fronted adverbials; indicating possession 

by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns; using and punctuating direct speech; using a 

wider range of conjunctions; linking clauses with colons and semi-colons; and using parenthesis to 

include additional details. 

  

There will be a range of genres studied: different forms of poetry; narratives, journalistic media, non-

chronological reports, statistics, maps and atlases; and these will all support our understanding of our topic on 

Ancient Egypt. 

 

There will be weekly grammar, comprehension, and spelling lessons, with differentiated spellings and 

grammar given as homework on a Friday. Independent extended writing session will take place every 

Thursday morning/Friday afternoon (due to clashing with our swimming slot), with further opportunities 

for editing and up-levelling before redrafting- colour coding across all subjects will continue to evidence 

and celebrate progression. 

 

The children will continue to undertake Guided Reading sessions from Mondays to Thursdays. Please 

continue to provide your child with support in his/her understanding of what he/she has read by asking 

questions about the content of his/her reading as well as viewpoints of characters and the author’s 

choice of vocabulary. Please encourage prediction making with clues from the given evidence too. 

 

Mathematics  Maths will continue to be taught from the New National Curriculum and will cover: 

 Number Work (place value beyond 10,000, ordering, sequencing, counting in multiples of 

25 including negative numbers); Key Instant Recall Facts (K.I.R.F.s) and Fluent In 5 (5 daily 

expected level questions.  

 Calculations and solving two-step word problems (adding, subtracting, multiplication, and 

division)-using both mental and written strategies of calculating; measures (length, mass, 

volume, money, and time)-converting between different units; 

 Fractions (find equivalent families, add and subtract with the same denominator, convert to decimal 

equivalences, count up and down in hundredths, finding fractions of amounts and shapes) 

 Area and perimeter-from basic rectilinear shapes to composite shapes of rectangles and triangles  

 Times tables will be part of the weekly homework tasks and will be tested in part each session.  In 

addition, the children will have tasks set on the My Maths online program to complete. World Cup 

Times Tables focus this term is the 7x and 8x tables. 
 



In R.E., we will be studying a range of different religions and how they see life as a journey 
with Hinduism and Christianity as the main foci. We’ll also be studying the original roots of 
Easter and Pentecost and how they are celebrated today.  

 

 

Topic: Ancient Egypt 

We will be looking at the various geographical and historical features of Ancient Egypt. We’ll 
be able to identify where Ancient Egypt and its civilisation fitted into world history and in 
relation to British history in particular. We’ll explore how Egyptian power developed under 
the leadership of the pharaohs and the role of trade, war and developing technologies in 
securing it. In the exploration of their belief system we’ll be able to discuss how this 
influenced their life (and death) decisions. Furthermore, there’ll be ample opportunities to 
source information to answer key questions and to investigate primary and secondary 

sources from a plethora of mediums including a trip to the Ashmoleum Museum.  

Science   This term, we will compare and group materials according to their state of 

matter : solids, liquids or gases; observe changing state of some materials when heated 

or cooled (temperature measurement); identify the parts played by evaporation and 

condensation in the water cycle and associate rates of evaporation with temperature. 

We will also study electricity further:  identify electric appliances; construct a simple 

series electrical circuit, and name its basic parts (cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers); identify and 

explain why a lamp will/will not light in a simple series circuit; recognise that a switch opens and closes a 

circuit; recognise conductors and insulators.  

 

The key skills:  

1. Asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries 

to answer them 

2. Setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests  

3. Making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking 

accurate measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, 

including thermometers and data loggers  

4. Gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in answering questions 

 5. Recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, and 

tables  

6. Reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or presentations 

of results and conclusions  

7. Using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest improvements and 

raise further questions  

8. Identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and processes  

9. Using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings. 

To enhance your child’s understanding there will be occasions when tasks will be set for homework. Please 

make links to what you observe first hand. 

 

There will be a couple of Science Days this spring to further inspire and facilitate STEM interests. 
  

Computing: Discrete computing lessons will take place on Thursday afternoons with Mr. Delaney. This term, 

he’ll introduce programming and editing music using Audacity. Also, children will gain further experience and 

aptitude using their computer skills when learning about or presenting from other areas of the 

curriculum.  The children will learn about on-line safety and the Power of Words Program. ife.  

In ‘Technology in our Lives’ the children will be able to tell whether a resource they are using 

is on the Internet, the school network or on his/her own device. 



PSHE  

In PSHE, we will be focusing on friendships, cooperation and collaboration skills, with the 

aim to enhance their empathy skills and general happiness and well-being. We will also be 

developing assertiveness, positivity, resilience and an understanding of responsibility.  

Obviously, these qualities will continue to be encouraged and supported throughout school 

and extra curricula activities, but will also be specifically timetabled through fun games, drama, debates, 

sport, dance, singing, cooking and art. The children will also be enjoying our ‘Taking Care Programme’ where 

they learn to identify risks and how they can be managed. 

                                                                                                                                                              

P.E.  On a Thursday for this half term, there will be gymnastics, and for next half term, 

there will be hockey. Both of these sports are with Mr. Shillitoe.  Please ensure all kit and 

school uniform are clearly labelled. Swimming will continue on a Friday until mid- March. 

 

Art/DT  

 This term, the children will be studying the work of Bek and Thutmose, ancient Egyptian 

sculptors. They will have opportunities to explore composition, and to recreate their own pieces 

using different tools and styles. There will be sewing, woodworking, pottery, modelling, and 

cooking opportunities throughout the term. 

Music  

Children will continue to sing every week during song worship practice and during Assemblies. 

There is also a choir led by Miss Todd on a Thursday. In class, we will enjoy harp lessons 

with Nicky Grant and this will culminate with an assembly show at the end of nine lessons of 

which you’ll be greatly welcome to attend. 

French 

This term, the children will follow the Rigalo French Programme and learn the names of 

animals as well as consolidate learning from last term.  
 

General Notice- Children are expected to have a pencil case at school with replacement pencils and 

a glue stick. Please check that these are regularly fit for purpose.  

Homework this term will be given every Friday. It must be returned the following Wednesday so it can be 

marked and ready to go back home on Friday.   

Homework will consist of 2 Maths and 2 English tasks most weeks:    

• Mathematics : times tables to practise  

• Mathematics : Schofield and Sims book -> one test per week/ class consolidation work  

• English : spelling words  

• English : Schofield and Simms 

• Science/ Topic/ R.E. occasionally 

  

Please contact me if you have any queries, concerns or joyful news regarding your child: via e-mail at    

jrose@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk; via face to face Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday mornings from 

08:30 or Monday and Tuesday after school until 17:00.  

  

Kind Regards,  

Mrs. Rose 

 

 

mailto:jrose@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk

