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Year 3 Curriculum Letter 
St Lawrence CofE (VA) Primary School 

Dog Lane 

Napton-on-the-Hill 

CV47 8LU 

 

6th January 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Happy New Year! We hope you have all had a very merry and fun-filled Christmas and that the children are feeling 

refreshed and energised, ready for a busy, exciting and challenging spring term. May we take this opportunity to 

once again say a massive Thank You for all the wonderful Christmas wishes, cards and presents. We were blown 

away by your kindness and generosity. 

 

Below is some information relating to the learning and activities that we have planned for your child as well as 

information regarding your child’s homework routine. 

 

English 

We will begin the year with some topic-based work using the book Cinderella of the Nile as a 

stimulus. After an initial ‘discovery’ of a bottle that contains a map and a message we hope to write a 

short news report, diary entry, character description, advert, and eventually our own version of a 

traditional tale. We will also take a look at The Story of Tutankhamun by Patricia Cleveland-Peck in 

which children begin by exploring the history of Tutankhamun and writing reports about Ancient Egypt 

before going on to find out about Howard Carter and exploring the stories and legends about the curse 

of Tutankhamun’s tomb. We hope to finish with children writing a biography of Tutankhamun. 

We will also dip into Africa, Amazing Africa: Country by Country as it contains information 

on all the known African countries and each of page is so beautifully written and illustrated. We will 

then end the term with a look at reading, writing and performing our own limericks. 

 

Children will also learn how to spell words from the DfE year 3/4 spelling list. They will learn how to use a range of 

strategies to spell unfamiliar words. It is important that children learn to spell these words at home in order to 

achieve age-related expectations within their independent writing. 

 

To help your child at home, please listen to your child read as much as possible as this affects every area of the 

curriculum. We will have guided reading sessions on four days each week and your child will have many occasions to 

read throughout the week in various subjects. In KS2, children are encouraged to become independent in their 

reading choices and are asked to select their own reading books within a certain reading band once they have 

finished reading a book. It is our aim to get children reading a wide variety of texts and we greatly value any 

comments you make in their yellow reading record. As homework, these should be taken home every night, signed 

and brought back the following school morning.  

 

Maths  

We will begin by continuing to develop our multiplication and division skills - using known facts to solve problems. 

Once secure we will move onto looking at money, where they will also be learning to convert pound to pence and 

solve money related word problems. Children will be using formal written methods to help them and these skills will 

then be transferred into other areas allowing opportunity for children to complete maths investigations as part of 

their lessons. Following this, they will be learning how to compile and interpret statistical data. They will be 

regularly using their mental arithmetic (KIRFs) and times tables knowledge. 

 

Please support children by continuing to practise times tables regularly. As well as previously learnt 2s, 5s and 10s 

- the main focus for year 3 is recalling the 3, 4 & 8 times tables. They will need to use these number facts when 

doing the written method for multiplication and division. Children will also have the opportunity to take part in our 

KS2 Times Table Challenge. 
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Please encourage your child to complete any homework which will be based on work covered during the weekly 

lessons. This will allow them to secure their knowledge. Maths homework will be set via MyMaths every Thursday 

to be completed by the following Tuesday.  

 

RE 

 

We will be preparing for Easter by looking at the stories and beliefs around Holy Week. We will also 

be considering ‘why some people think life is a journey’ and we will compare some of the celebrations 

that mark the different stages of life.  

Science 

 

We will complete our work around animals and humans by looking at the 

skeleton and muscles, their uses and functions.  Then we will be looking 

at 'Rocks and Fossils' identifying different types of rocks and their 

formation.  We hope to conclude our work on fossils with a visit to 

Cross Hands Quarry where we will learn how to be archaeologists for 

the day. Moreover, look out for a forthcoming Science Day.  

If you have access to the 

internet, any research or 

science games linking to 

the topic, would help 

further their knowledge. 

 
Topic 

 

 

Our topic this term is Ancient Egypt and how it fits into world history. We will be able to show how 

Egyptian power developed under the leadership of the pharaohs and explain how Egyptian 

civilisation was structured. We will focus on how different people lived during these times and their 

belief system. We will source information to answer key questions such as: Why they became so 

powerful through trade, war, developing technologies and cultural statements? And, what are the 

connections with what is said in the Bible? All this with a view to ask historically valid questions that 

enable us to think about change, trends, cause, similarity and differences.  
Art/DT The children will study and draw Ancient Egyptian 

hieroglyphics and use printing techniques. They will investigate 

and design sarcophagus’ - and explore Ancient Egyptian 

papyrus pictures which results in children designing their own. 

During our topic work we will also make a Shaduf and have a go 

at baking bread.  

We ask if your child could please 

bring in an old shirt they can wear 

over their uniform in art so their 

uniform does not get messy. These 

shirts can be stored in school.  

Music 

 

Warwickshire Music Hub will continue to be sending an additional teacher to help deliver brass 

'UpBeat' sessions to our class. UpBeat follows on from a grand legacy of whole class 

instrumental programmes going back to 2002 when the government pledged that over time - all 

pupils in primary schools who wish to, will have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument. 

There are so many benefits to having this programme in our school: these are clearly 

identified in the UpBeat Handbook (available from Warwickshire Music). The children love it! 
PE 

 

Our PE sessions will take place on Tuesday and Friday, however some changes 

may occur, so please ensure children have a suitable PE kit in school every day. 

Games will take place outside, weather permitting. As well as Fitness Activities, 

children will take part in Gymnastics to perform a variety of floor and vault 

movements. Moreover, during Dance children will have the opportunity to 

choreograph their own sequences and routines, performing individually and with a 

partner. We will also be continuing our coached sessions led by Coventry Rugby 

Club staff whom will be focussing on invasion games (tag rugby/hockey). 

Please make sure 

your child has 

their PE kit in 

school and that 

it is clearly 

named to avoid 

confusion. 

Computing We will be creating shapes in Google Sketch-Up. Learning how to 

make circles, squares and rectangles, then using these basic 

shapes, build a virtual sculpture. We will also investigate 

Databases both online and created by ourselves. We will then 

organise the data collected using a branching database. We will 

reinforce online safety rules throughout.  

If possible, children would 

benefit from developing their 

keyboard skills. Please help us to 

reinforce the very important 

rules of online safety. 

PSHE 

 

We will be working on the protective behaviours 

'Taking Care' Program where we will identify ways 

of keeping ourselves safe and understand who to 

talk to when we are worried. 

Encourage your child to discuss their day with 

you thinking about challenges and successes.  

Help them to consider different ways of 

dealing with any issues that might arise. 

MFL 

 
Children will continue to work on greetings and numbers as we also aim to consolidate counting. As 

well as learning colours, days of the week, months and seasons in French. Emphasis is on oral skills 

(listening and talking) but children may also learn to read and write French words.  
(Additional information about the curriculum is also on the school website) 
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We thank you for your continued support and co-operation. If you have any queries or concerns, please do not 

hesitate to contact us. If you prefer a face-to-face meeting, please check with the office if we are free before or 

after school and make an appointment. We will always do our best to be available. Finally, we look forward to 

meeting you again on the forthcoming Parents’ Evening.  

 

Kind regards,  

 

S. Delaney and J. Monk  

(Class Teachers) 

 

sdelaney@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk      jmonk@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk 

Homework 

Reading: Please support your child by hearing them read EVERY DAY. It is helpful if you ask your child 

questions about the book as they read, to ensure they understand the text/s. Please check and sign your child’s 

yellow reading journal each day. 

Spelling: Each Thursday, children will be given spelling. They should rehearse these at home in their blue 

spelling book - to be tested the following Tuesday.   

Grammar: One page linked to the weeks learning will be marked each Thursday and checked the following 

Tuesday.   

Maths: Maths homework will predominantly be set via MyMaths every Thursday (hard copy tasks otherwise) to 

be completed by the following Tuesday. Children must also be given regular opportunities to recite their times 

tables and KIRFs.  

mailto:sdelaney@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:jmonk@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk

