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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

We hope you have all had a lovely Christmas and 

New Year. We can’t believe what a wonderful start the 

children have made to the new term.   

We have an exciting term ahead and have planned 

activities which we hope will excite and motivate the children.  Our topic this term is ‘An Eye 

on London’ and we will be using this theme to give the children the opportunity to apply their 

English and Mathematics skills in all areas of the curriculum.   

Detailed below are the curriculum areas we are covering this term and a few ideas of how you 

can help your child progress through homework and other activities. 
 

Subject Information How you can help 

English 

 

 

This term, English will cover a range of texts 

including fiction and non-fiction with cross-

curricular links to our topic work on London, 

where possible. We have begun the term by 

focussing on The Twits by Roald Dahl. 

 

We are very much looking forward to Korky 

Paul’s visit on 30th January and will be doing 

lots of work based on his stories.     

 

We are encouraging the children to write 

using joined handwriting and they will have 

regular handwriting lessons.  

Every child will have an extended creative 

writing session on a Wednesday. 

 

Spellings will continue to be a focus in our 

class with particular emphasis on the common 

exception words for Year 2.  

To help your child at home please 

listen to your child read as much as 

possible.   

Please note that we encourage the 

children to read a wide range of 

books, so reading any books that 

interest the children should be 

encouraged.   

Spellings will continue to be tested 

on a Friday so please ensure your 

child brings 

their spelling 

practise book 

on that day to 

have their 

score 

recorded.  

Maths This term, we will be covering a range of 

skills in calculations using all four operations, 

money, fractions, time and shape. We will 

also be working hard to ensure that children 

can use their knowledge of the four 

operations to answer a range of questions 

To help your child at home please 

practise counting forwards and 

backwards to at least 100 in steps 

of 10s, 5s and 2s. 

In addition, please try to involve 

children in practical activities and 



including reasoning and problem solving. situations e.g. involving time and 

money. 

Science This term, Year 2 will be learning about 

animals including humans. The children will be 

finding out about life cycles of animals and 

humans, researching about their basic needs 

(water, food and air) and investigating the 

importance of exercise, diet and hygiene. 

It would be great if you could 

engage in discussions about the 

different stages of human life 

(baby, toddler, teenager, adult and 

elderly).  Please share how   

exercise and a good diet play an 

important part of family life.      

 

Topic 

Our topic this term is ‘An Eye on London’.  

The children will be using maps, atlases and 

the internet to locate London and research 

various landmarks within the capital.  There 

will be a focus on map work as we look at how 

to navigate around London.  The children will 

also have an opportunity to look at the 

diverse cultures that make up the population 

of London.  The historical element of this 

topic will be based on the Great Fire of 

London      

Share stories or photographs you 

have of times when you have visited 

our city.  Discuss any landmarks 

that appear on the news (many 

children have been discussing the 

black door of 10 Downing Street 

this week).  Share information 

books about London.  A visit to 

London would, of course, be a 

wonderful opportunity for the 

children.   

Computing The children will be introduced to 

programming using Scratch. They will create 

simple algorithms and learn how to debug. 

Later in the term, the children will use email 

to communicate and gather information as 

detectives to solve a mystery.  

We will be using our computing skills in other 

areas of the curriculum, where possible.  

We will also be considering how to stay safe 

online and use technology appropriately. 

On-line Safety is very important.  

We encourage you to discuss with 

your child about how they can keep 

safe on line. 

If you have a computer at home, 

your child would benefit from using 

it to continue work from class or 

developing their typing skills.   

PE This term, our PE lessons will be developing 

our dance and gymnastic techniques and ball 

skills whilst participating in team games. 

Initially, the children will be developing their 

throwing and catching skills and then onto 

racquet skills (tennis). Our dance work will be 

linked to the fire of London. 

Please make sure your child has 

their PE kit in school on Mondays 

and Fridays.  It is important that 

children have pumps or trainers 

that fit properly, and all kit must 

be named.   

Please could long hair be tied up and 

jewellery removed for these 

sessions. 

RE The children are beginning with the topic 

‘Judaism’ and will move onto ‘Salvation’ after 

half term. They will be learning about the 

Please give children time and 

opportunity to reflect on their 

learning in school, particularly the 



events of Holy Week leading up to Easter.    

 

events of Holy Week.  

 

Art/DT Our Art and DT work will be linked to our 

topic work, focusing on portraits and work of 

Paul Klee.   

 

An old shirt/t-shirt is useful to 

protect their uniforms during art 

lessons. 

 

Music This term, the children will be learning about 

rhythm and pulse in music. They will be 

listening to music from recent history; 

covering different genres…..I can feel a bit 

of rock and roll, or maybe a bit of Britpop 

coming on! 

Listen to and talk about music 

parents and grandparents may have 

listened to when they were 

children. Encourage discussion 

about how music has changed.  

PSHE This term, we will be looking at our 

‘Protective Behaviours’ program focussing on 

‘Taking Care’. This is a program of lessons 

which builds on previous lessons in Reception 

and Year 1.  

Encourage discussion about PSHE 

lessons at home.  

 

Please do not hesitate to come and discuss any worries or concerns you or your child may have.  

Homework is given out on Friday and is to be returned by the following Wednesday at the 

latest. Reading books will be changed on a Wednesday. 

 

Thank you all for your wonderful support.   

 

Mrs Maffey and Mrs Johnson  


