
   Year 1 Curriculum Spring Term 2020     
St Lawrence Church of England Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers,                                                                                            

Happy New Year! I can hardly believe where the time has gone.  Thank you so much from all 

Year 1 staff for our lovely Christmas presents. We feel very spoilt! The children have 

settled back into school beautifully, full of energy and enthusiasm! They continue to amaze 

me every day. This term looks set to be as busy as ever with some exciting things in the 

pipeline – Science Day, Pancake Races and World Book Day to name but a few! Our topic is 

now ‘An Eye on London’, which is a great focus for learning. We will be learning all about 

London’s famous landmarks, people and events from history. 

Detailed below are the areas we are covering this term and suggestion of how you can help at 

home. 

Subject Information How you can help 

English This term, the children will access Phonics group 

sessions at least 5 times a week and will read as a 

group every week during one of the Guided Reading 

sessions. We will also listen to children reading 

individually as often as possible.  

In English, lessons we are continuing to look at 

letter formation and consolidating sentence 

structure using correct punctuation. We are 

focusing on stories linked to our topic where 

possible and will be writing reports and instructions. 

We will also be reading and performing a range of 

poems. We have begun the term by looking at the 

stories ‘The Queen’s Handbag’ and ‘The Queen’s 

Hat’; the children love these hilarious tales of the 

Queen’s journey across the UK and London!  

Please listen to your child read as 

often as possible and ask questions 

about the text as this really makes 

a difference to their learning. 

Remember to tick books off in 

their Reading Diary so we know to 

change their books!  

 

Help them to practice any sounds 

they have learnt in Phonics and 

ensure your child completes any 

homework set. Also, help the 

children to read and write the Year 

1 common Exception words. Let me 

know if you need another copy! 

Maths This term, we continue to develop fluency of 

addition and subtraction to 20. We will look at 

problem solving and how we can apply understanding 

of number bonds to different situations. Later in 

the term, we will revisit Place Value of numbers to 

50 and some measures, length, height, weight and 

volume. We may be preparing a few magic potions to 

help us with these measures! We continue to 

approach maths in a practical way as often as 

possible, enabling the children to really make sense 

of their learning.   

Please ensure your child completes 

homework set each week as this will 

help secure their knowledge. 

 

Any practical activities, telling the 

time, identifying shapes and any 

addition and subtraction work will 

all further your child’s 

understanding. 

 

Help at home with letter formation 

is always useful too! 

 



Science We are starting off the term looking at ’Winter’ 

(although not very wintery outside!), the changes 

that have occurred when we look outside and how 

this affects different animals. You never know, we 

may even get a bit of snow to help us with this topic! 

After we will be looking at ‘Our bodies’, particularly 

linked to our senses. We will be using our Forest 

School sessions to support Science learning too. 

Discussing the changes in the 

weather and surroundings, asking 

children to use their senses to 

describe something – what can they 

hear etc 

Topic This term, we are learning about London, our title 

being ‘An Eye on London’. We will be finding out 

about our capital city and why it is an important 

place. The children will be looking at maps of 

London, researching famous landmarks and finding 

out about the Great Fire of London. We will be 

linking our English work to topic, ensuring real depth 

of coverage and learning. 

Discuss with your child any 

connections you have with London. 

Talk about any visits the children 

may have been on there. Look at 

maps and discuss the location of 

London in relation to the rest of 

the UK.  

Computing In computing, we will be continuing with our work on 

writing and using algorithms with the BeeBots and 

different computer programs.  We will also be 

looking at internet safety.   

Please speak with your child about 

being safe on computers and if your 

child has access to a computer 

using the mouse to control objects 

and any word processing would be 

beneficial. 

PE This term, we have PE on a Monday with KITs Sport 

with a focus on games. We will sometimes use a  

Thursday for our PE too. On these days, our lessons 

will have a dance focus and will be linked to our 

topic as much as possible. PE will also often be 

accessed as part of Forest School on a Friday.  

Please make sure your child has an 

appropriate PE kit in school for 

these sessions and that all kit is 

named.   

RE In RE this term, our theme is all about Judaism. We 

will be finding out about Jewish celebrations and 

what is special to Jewish people. After half term, 

we will begin to focus on Salvation as a theme. This 

will lead us up to discovering the events of Holy 

Week before Easter.  

Please encourage talk about 

spirituality and faith at home. Give 

children time and opportunity to 

reflect on their learning in school, 

particularly the events of Holy 

Week. 

Music We will be exploring pulse, rhythm and pitch during 

this term as well as linking music lessons to our 

topic by listening to different pieces of music 

associated with London.  

Share different music with your 

child, discuss rhythms and pitch.  

PSHE In these lessons, with Mrs Maffey,  we will be 

discussing ‘Protective Behaviours’  - understanding 

the different emotions we might experience and 

realising that it is alright to have any feeling and we 

all have a right to feel safe. We will be creating our 

own help networks and will discuss what we can do if 

we ever feel unsafe. 

Any discussions with your child 

about what we have been talking 

about in class. 

 

Reading books will be changed every week on a Friday, please pop their folders in the blue box on 

change day. Homework is also given out on a Friday to be handed in by Wednesday.   



We continue to run Forest School sessions every Friday. We will use this time to access many 

different areas of the curriculum, including Science, Maths and English. We will go out whatever the 

weather so please ensure you have provided warm, waterproof clothing and wellie boots! A named 

carrier bag is useful for muddy clothes and boots too.  

 

Look out for an email which will suggest that the children begin to line up on the playground before 

school. This is to begin their transition into Year 2. Please remember, school begins at 8.55 am and if 

children wish to play whilst waiting for school to begin, the playground is the safest place to do this 

in the mornings.  

 

Please do not hesitate to come and discuss any worries or concerns you or your child may have. You 

know where I am!  

 

Many thanks to you all for your continued support. Your children continue to be a credit to all of you, 

they are a joy.  

 

Sorrel Foster 
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