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Dear Parents and Friends of our school, 
 
 

It was really good to see our Year 1s lining up on the KS1 
playground, all looking so grown up carrying their own bags up to 
their class accompanied by the lovely Miss Foster and Mrs Molloy. 
 

In fact, Monday started off as any Monday; I’d popped in to 
lessons to observe and we then had gathered together for an 
assembly. Our school patron, Sue Watkins, got it started with a 
moment to reflect on the 75th anniversary that marked the 
liberation of camps that should be abhorrent to us all. No details 
as such were discussed but it was good to reflect on how important 
respect is, knowing that where there is respect there is no room for 
evil. The ‘Open the Book’ crew then shared stories of how the 
Israelites were liberated from Egypt. I’m sure that you see the 
connection.  
 

And then… there was the phone call. If anyone ever says that 
they are having a two-day inspection, don’t believe it as the 
Inspection had clearly started before the phone call… and the calls 
themselves were quite an inspection in their own right. And no, 
there was no warning! As with all visitors, we welcomed Marilyn 
Mottram then for a further two days.  
 

She got to speak to children, see lessons, have intense meetings 
with subject leaders and got to see the school in action, even if at 
times in passing. There didn’t appear to be much that she didn’t 
take note of! 
 

I want though to thank all who answered the call to 
complete the online surveys, including many of the 
children. Thank you also to all those who expressed their support 
for the school. Inspections (whatever the final outcome of the 
Section 8 inspection, and we’ll know in a couple of weeks’ time) can 
be quite stressful, and so these messages were much appreciated. 
The Deputy director of the Diocesan Board of Education,  Mrs April 
Gold, did leave by saying that it was the most positive feedback that 
she had received since the new Ofsted Framework in September had 
been put in place. 
 

99% of parents said that they would recommend the school to 
a friend: thank you. To any person who wouldn’t, I’d ask them to 
please talk to me.  
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Celebrating 10 years of Little 
Lawrences! 
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Korky was just what was needed 

by us all – a creative genius! 
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The week should have been taken up with many 
attending courses and meetings, nearly all of which have 
been postponed, but …  it has been brilliant to see that the 
important things continued as planned: all the clubs, all the pastoral 
meetings, all the assemblies including the orchestra, all the music 
provision including Y3 brass and Y4 harp (it simply is what we do!).  
 
And, as an added bonus, we had a visit from Korky Paul, the rather 
well-known book illustrator! Judging by the queue to buy his books 
and have them signed, he was a very, very big hit!! The reaction of 
the children was pure magic – as was that of so many of the staff 
who are clearly huge fans of his!! 
 
This was a PTA-funded event – believe it or not, booked 18 months 
ago – but the timing couldn’t have suited better. Each class has 
received a personalised picture with Winnie riding all manner of 
brooms – each one inspired by the children: a Dyson, an icecream, a 
hotdog and this one – a caterpillar!! Each unique picture will be 
framed and displayed as inspiration for years to come. 
 

I’ve harped on about it a bit, used picturesque words on occasions and even had 
moments of blowing our own trumpet: but we passionately believe in providing a full 

breadth of experiences for your child. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next week: we have three more special events taking place. 
 

 Tuesday and Wednesday: Our open evenings - a 
chance for you to see books and discuss progress and targets. 
The Wednesday evening will have an Eco Focus, and the Napton 
Environmental Action Team and some of our Eco Club members 
will be running a stand. Do come and chat to them! 

 Wednesday Morning: A Y5/6 Knex workshop: always 
great fun and a valuable precursor to our Engineer Week that 
starts on 2nd March (lots of engineers have already volunteered 
to lead workshops for children). 

 And we have a Barnabus RE Day on Wednesday too. 
Through the days, all children across the school will participate 
in workshops on Community, Service and Compassion. 
 

 
They’ll also be lots of timetables, lots of maths fluency, plenty of reading, mountains of writing, a 

scattering of investigations, plenty of research and probably some fun in all that as well! 
 

 

A message from Waterstones: 
 

If you would like to order any other Winnie and Wilbur books, please 
contact Waterstones from Leamington Spa (who kindly came into school 
with Korky) on 01926 883 804. 
 

They are happy to process payments over the phone and send your order 
to St Lawrence school free of charge. 
 

Please contact them by Tuesday 4th February 2020. Waterstones will then 
dispatch all ordered books at once to the school as they arrive in store. 



A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them 
together so that ‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31) 

 

 

Eco Club & EcoBricks 
 

I am delighted to note that the take-up for the 
club has exceeded expectations. As a result, it will 
be relocated to Class 5 where there are more tables of 
the right height to work at. This week Jim, Jan and the 
group have been planning to build a bug hotel! As it is 
Open Evening next week, our club will quickly move 
to the covered areas of Little Lawrences and so coats 
will be vital. 
 

Do watch out for details about Eco Bricks. They 
are something that I had never heard of before, but I 
love the concept and I am sure that you will too. A 
collection box has been set up in the front entrance, 
inspired by Josh M and the EcoClub.  
 

Club members will be telling the whole school about 
these bricks next Tuesday in assembly. 

 

Do watch out for the big dragon that Larks ‘n’ Owls are creating if you dare pop into the hall next week – 
inspired by the Little Lawrences, it is taking on a life of its own! 

 

All in all, it has been quite a week. In a world of 
potential change and upheaval, our school 
remains a vibrant hub and a place that is so 
good to learn and work in. We look forward to the final 
report from the inspection that delved deeper into specifics than 
in any previous inspection that I ever experienced: quite a mix of 
‘deep dives’ and what I’m calling ‘shallow paddles’.  You’ll be 
pleased that these analogies dreamt up by some in education have 
not drained my love of ‘swimming’! It is a privilege to serve this 
school. 
 

Thank you again for all the feedback and support that so 
many of you have given: it has been a most humbling and 
beautiful experience (if a little exhausting!).  
 

Have a really good weekend and enjoy the early signs of 
Spring: drifts of snowdrops seem to have emerged around my 
garden and I received my very first bunch of daffodils of 2020. 
 
Kindest regards 

John Brine 
     Head Teacher  

 
 

 

 

 

And… good news on the sporting 
front: our netballers played against Southam 
Primary School last week and cruised to a 13-0 
victory… and this was our ‘B’ team according to 
Mrs Maffey. Very remiss of me not to report this 
last week in the Journal. What depth we have in 
our netball squad! 

 
Korky Paul, inspired by the ideas and 

imagination of Class 4, came up with 

this in seconds as they looked on in 

amazement. 

What an inspirational experience. 


