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Dear Parents and Friends of our school, 
 

I do hope that you all have had a good start to 2020 and 
have enjoyed time with your children. It has been lovely to 
welcome everyone (including some new children to Little 
Lawrences) back to school. 
 

It has also been my pleasure to welcome new faces to the 
school staff team. Mrs Sally Lewis has been working with us 
from December to bolster our lunchtime team. 
 

I am also delighted to welcome Miss Amy Kent to Little 
Lawrences: she brings a wealth of experience to the team 
alongside a warm smile. The lovely Mrs Vikki Eadon has 
been reappointed to also join the Little Lawrences team. 
Because of the notice that she has had to give to her current 
employer, she will start on January 20th. This means that 
Miss Abigail Loveday can move over to support children in 
our Reception Class with Mrs George. 
 

Maths and Science News: 
 

As a result of the assessments of last term, the groupings will have been subtly adjusted and some 
children who have already met year expectations have been offered the opportunity to progress to the 
next year. In all Y2 and KS2 classes, there is an additional teacher timetabled (at least twice a 
week) to ensure that the year group is split into 2 smaller groups. The small group (usually 8-10 
children) is selected to either support learning or to push learning further on. Few schools offer this! 
 

We cannot emphasise enough that children need to know their times tables. It is a government 
requirement that they know their times tables (up to x12) by the end of Year 4 to meet end of year 
expectations. A lot of time is spent in school learning them (you will have heard about our times tables 
world cup) but we need your support. Please ensure you know what times tables your child is learning, 
and help them practise.  
 

As declared in the final Journal of 2019, 2020 is St Lawrence’s Year of Science. Here at St 
Lawrence’s, we have long loved science but are uniting with Bath Spa University and BP to trial new 
resources and plans for the investigation approach to learning and assessment. Staff have received 
some good training and know how important exposure and immersion is for the full development of 
children as part of a rounded education. 
 

The first Science Day of the term is this coming Wednesday: a whole day of science 
investigations. If children want to wear a lab coat or come as their favourite scientist (it doesn’t have 
to be Einstein!), they are more than welcome to do so. Alternatively children should be in school 
uniform as normal please. There’ll be another Science Day later in the term! 
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Celebrating 10 years of Little 
Lawrences! 

 

Friday 10th January 2020 
 

 
 

 

 
 

A view from the school yard as the 

a new decade dawned at the 

beginning of 2020 … God’s 

promise of a great term ahead? 

It certainly seems to have been! 
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The Assembly Worship themes for this term are very much aligned to the RE teaching in 
much of the school and the Church/Liturgical Year. The children get to explore sacred places 
and texts and what inspires people to pray before looking at the salvation role of Jesus as Saviour and 
how it was foretold.  
 

You may have noted that all headings are back to green – back in the ordinary time of the year in the 
Liturgical Calendar. 

 

Excellent attendance is vital for all at the school: what a shame for children to 
miss out on the rich programme of teaching unless they really are too poorly. It is also a 
shame that I have had to follow up poor attendance and unauthorised attendance in line with 
expectations on occasions that have that have resulted in fines and further actions. 
 

I have asked Lotte to report to all parents the attendance figures for the end of December for your child(ren) 
and to report to me the overall figures and any concerns that might be raised. Please expect the attendance 
reports to come out this coming Monday. 
 

 

 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME  
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

 

The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which has 
clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of children of 
compulsory school age are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular basis. The Supreme 
Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on 
every day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child who is absent from school 
without authorisation for any length of time are likely to be considered as committing an offence under 
s444 of the Education Act 1996. 
Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil 
Registration) (England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence, the 
school are obliged to act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term 
time unless there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave is granted, head 
teachers are able to determine the number of school days a child can be absent for.  
It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the circumstances 
warrant the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are 
made by the ‘resident’ parent. 
Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own merits. 
Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required to 
be in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be 
recorded as an unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the 
parent(s), by way of a Fixed Penalty Notice. 
Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued 
to the parent(s). 
All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Warwickshire 
Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council. 
It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for 
example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120 
each, totalling £240 for both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days). 
Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the 
matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider instigating criminal 
proceedings under S444 Education Act 1996.  
Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for 
Penalty Notices. 

 
Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority. Warwickshire 
Primary School pupils recorded 22,593 half day sessions of absence due to holiday in the 

Autumn/Spring term during the academic year 2018/19. This is an increase of 4,612 on the 
previous year. 
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All clubs (except Gardening), music lessons, art and homework will resume 
as normal from Monday 13th January. Homework will include times tables and spellings. The 
teachers will send out to you their curriculum letters to you on Friday 18th January. Expect to see details 
about the Egyptians (KS2) and ‘An eye on London’ (KS1) that are being taught as well as science as they 
feature heavily in the planned provision for this term! 

 

New for 2020: Eco Warriors: Eco Leaders: Eco Club! 
 

A new Eco Club to work around school and Napton is being run by two of our governors, Jan Sanchez and 
Jim Sleight. ‘Jan & Jim’ told the children all about it yesterday.  
 

Though open to all KS2 children, we hope that it will benefit and inspire all children across the school by 
shaping eco-friendly practice and plans! 
 

Do sign up using the Google Form sent out yesterday. This is a new exciting opportunity, and perfect to 
complement our Year of Science for 2020!  

 
Do note the new dates for the diaries – some key dates are in there and 
look out for curriculum letters from the teachers that come out next 
Friday. 
 
Do have a good weekend. 
 
Kindest regards 

John Brine 
     Head Teacher  
 
 

 

 
 

Year 4 had a musical first afternoon back at school on Tuesday: it's their turn to have 
weekly harp lessons with Miss Grant! They have been learning to play Twinkle Twinkle 

Little Star as a class, and it sounds lovely already. Well done, Year 4! 

If you need to apply for a 
Reception place for your 

child for September 2020, 
please be aware that the 

closing date to apply online is 
Wednesday 15th January. 

Yr3 get to 

continue 

with brass 

lessons 

every 

Wednesday. 

Tag Rugby 

continues 

for Yr3 but 

also, now 

goes to Yr5 

every 

Friday. 


