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Year 4 Curriculum Areas (Autumn 2019)  

 

Dear Parents / Carers,  
 

Welcome to another exciting year of adventure and fun. Please find below details of the curriculum 

areas we are going to cover this term and ideas of how you can help your child through homework and 

other activities.  
 

English (to include historical documents and sources) 

This term we will be immersing ourselves in all things through studying aspects of 

explorers and their explorations: comprehending primary and secondary sources; 

investigating how different communities lived and worked; famous people and their 

accomplishments or notoriety, and the growing influence of explorers within the world. 

There will be opportunities to write stories, plays, interviews, logs, diaries, instructions 

and biographies…in character/ the third person.  

There will be weekly grammar and spelling lessons, with differentiated spellings and grammar given 
as homework on a Friday and daily practise using a variety of tasks to embed them: quizzes, cloze 
procedure, spot the odd one out, colour the tricky bit differently, highlight the phonemes, quarter 
the page (quarter the page, top left copy the given word, top right copy this given word several 
times, hide the top half, bottom left recreate the given word many times - peak to check 
correctness, bottom right blindfold yourself and write the word from memory - your hand will help 
you to remember how it’s written; crosswords, word searches, scrabble, insert the 
vowel/consonant, swap and check (each child in the class has a word, practises own word and then 
tries to spell the others; writing the word backwards or in a shape…and incorporating these in a 
variety of media all with increased independence and accuracy.  Independent extended writing 
session will take place every Friday morning, with further opportunities for editing and up-levelling 
before redrafting.  
 

The children will continue to undertake Guided Reading sessions from Mondays to 
Thursdays. Please continue to provide your child with support in his/her understanding 
of what he/she has read by asking questions about the content of his/her reading as 
well as viewpoints of characters and the author’s choice of vocabulary. Please note that 
although not all children will be heard every day (twice weekly usually), they are 
expected to bring their reading book and their up to date reading record just in case: an 
adult’s signature would be lovely too.  

 

Mathematics Maths will continue to be taught from the New National Curriculum and will cover: 

Number Work (place value beyond 1000, ordering and sequencing, negative numbers, reading 

scales, and Roman Numerals) and Calculations (adding, subtracting, multiplication, and 

division)-using both mental and written strategies of calculating. There will also be links 

made to how various explorers and their adventures fit into historical timelines.  

Times tables/number bonds will be part of the weekly homework tasks and will be tested in a 

variety of ways daily.  In addition, the children will have the Schofield and Sims book / 

consolidation work to complete (differentiated to meet their strengths). 



  

Science  This half term, we will be studying teeth and our digestive system; 

and food chains (prey and predators). We will be looking at diet and health 

care for specific explorers and the times they lived in.                                                                                                                                        

Next half term, we will be studying different environments and habitats, and the 

dangers that they can pose. Furthermore, we will be identifying different animals and using 

classification keys to group them. To enhance your child’s understanding there will be occasions 

when tasks will be set for homework. Please make links to what you observe first hand. We will also 

study famous scientists and their work. 
 

Topic: Explorers 
 Children will have lots of opportunities to research different explorers and 

consider their motives and expectations; their routes 

and their findings; and the impact on them, their home 

compatriots and on the indigenous people. The children 

will ask historically valid questions about the changes 

during each period and why these could have happened 

using evidence from a variety of media. There are a plethora of accessible 

materials in local libraries to support our topic (please check the content for age appropriate 

suitability). 
   

  

Computing Discrete computing lessons will take place on Thursday afternoons with Mr. 

Delaney. Also, children will gain further experience and aptitude using their computer skills 

when learning about or presenting from other areas of the curriculum.  The children will 

learn about on-line safety and this will continue throughout school life.  

In Programming, the children will be making comics using Hopscotch – coding for kids/ Scratch. In 

Multimedia, the children will be learning to make effective documents and becoming proficient at self 

and peer assessing. In technology in our lives, the children will be thinking about the reliability and the 

ownership of information on the World Wide Web (WWW).    
 

R.E. This term, we will be having assemblies and lesson on Creation, Harvest Festival, 

and Remembrance Day. We will also be thinking about who helps us and how we 

help others. Additional research on different faiths and non-faiths will occur too. 

 

PSHE In our SEAL programme, the children will have opportunities to share their thoughts 

and feelings through discussions and activities based on new beginnings and rules, and links 

with online safety. The children will continue to partake in the Taking Care Programme too. 

They will also have related learning to do with equality during Black History Month. 

           

P.E.  P.E. this term on a Thursday will be tennis and on a Friday it will 

be rugby (shin pads please). Years 3 and 4 Football Club is after 
school on a Monday until 16:20 with me (Mrs. Rose). Next half term 
will be football (shin pads please) / dance on a Thursday and 
swimming on a Friday. Please ensure your child has the appropriate kit and that it is 



clearly named.  

 

Art/DT  
 This term the children will be studying portraits made by artists of explorers and some of 

the lands they discovered. They will have opportunities to explore composition, and to 

recreate their own pieces using different tools, mediums and styles. The children will also 

be using ink to reproduce manuscripts and line drawings. Please provide an old t-shirt or 

apron to protect your child’s uniform. In cooking the children will create pies/crumbles/cakes using 

orchard fruits/vegetables. In woodwork, they will make ‘Peace Mats’ to commemorate the 

reconciliation of nations involved in war. In sewing, they will make lavender bags, a travelling product, 

to keep belongings from smelling musty on long voyages and as keepsakes from loved ones.  

  

Music  

Children will continue to sing every week during song worship practice. There is also a choir led by 
Miss Todd. In class we will be exploring rhythm, duration, ostinato and structure; famous musicians 
and their compositions, and the songs/music that accompanied explorers on their voyages.  

French 

This term the children will learn how to follow and to use commands and count beyond 
20.  
 

General Notice Children are expected to have a pencil case at school with replacement 

pencils and a glue stick. Please check that these are regularly fit for purpose. The stationery 

shop run by the older children during break time provides basic equipment at a very 

competitive price and enables children to take ownership of their ‘readiness for learning’.   

 

Homework this term will be given every Friday. It must be returned the following Wednesday so it 

can be marked and ready to go back home on Friday.   

Homework will consist of 2 Maths and 2/3 English tasks every week:    

• Mathematics : K.I.R.F.s - times tables/ number bonds… to practise  

• Mathematics : Schofield and Sims Book -> one test per week/ class consolidation work  

• English : spelling words -> learn the 15 words  

• English : short comprehension/ grammar/ editing tasks; or Schofield and Sims English 
Book 
• English-reading: at least three reading entries 
• Science/ Topic/ R.E. occasionally 

  

Please contact me if you have any queries, concerns or joyful news regarding your child: via e-mail at    

jrose@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk  ; via face-to-face Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday mornings 

from 08:30 or Tuesday and Friday after school until 17:00.  

Kind regards, Mrs. Rose 
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