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Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

Welcome to the start of a new school year. I am looking forward to a full and exciting year and the Autumn term 

gets off to a great start with our Explorers topic, giving us plenty of scope for cross-curricular work and 

exploration of our own. I am also delighted to be working in partnership with Mrs Coombe who will be teaching the 

class on Mondays and will further support the children’s learning via English and Maths group interventions during 

the rest of the week as well as teaching RE and French.   

 

 

English 

 

We begin the term taking inspiration from the story of the Eagle Huntress, using it 

as an opportunity to explore Mongolia, to think about setting goals and overcoming 

obstacles as well as learning about birds of prey; we will have the opportunity to 

encounter some real birds of prey early in the term and learn about the fascinating 

creatures which will become the emblems of the newly-branded school houses. We will 

then look at how Abi Elphinstone used the real life story of the Eagle Huntress to 

inspire her own fantasy world in ‘Sky Song’ and we will develop our reading and writing 

skills through an examination of this beautiful book. 

 

Further reading and writing opportunities will come from texts and stimuli linked to our Explorers topics and in 

Science and RE. There is an emphasis in Y6 in ensuring children can write fluently, confidently and effectively 

across a range of genres and for different audiences, adapting language to do so. There is an increasing need for 

accurate spelling and grammar and we will deepen our understanding of these topics, ensuring that we apply it to 

our writing too.  

 

English homework is set weekly with spelling tasks set by Mrs Coombe on Mondays and grammar/reading set by 

Miss Todd on the Tuesday. In both cases, tasks should be returned the following Monday. In some cases, this 

will be used in future lessons and we will go through the work together so having it in on time is really important 

for children to get the full benefit.  

  

Maths 
 

Topics this term include deepening our understanding of place value with increasingly large numbers, consolidating 

and extending the formal methods for all 4 operations of number, and fractions, including calculating with 

fractions. In all topics, children will need to develop their fluency but also their ability to use their skills in 

reasoning and problem-solving. All of the maths we do depends in some part on a solid grasp of key number 

facts. All children in year 6 should now know all their times-tables, so please keep working on any gaps and also try 

to involve children in practical activities and situations, i.e. paying for shopping, as often as possible. This will really 

support their ability to make progress in this subject. 

 

Children will again be set weekly homework from the Schofield and Sims books. Rather than being directly linked 

to the work we have done that week in class, these homework tasks recycle maths skills so that children do not 

lose familiarity with previously learnt skills. The homework will be set on Tuesday and should be returned the 

following Monday. 

 

 



 
 

 

Subject Information How You Can Help 

Science 
(taught by 

Miss Todd) 

We begin by looking at classification systems before 

moving onto evolution with a particular look at Darwin 

and how his explorations supported the development of 

his theories. 

Talking to your children about what has been 

learnt and relating it to the living world 

experienced on a daily basis. Science homework 

will be set approximately once a fortnight, to 

be returned the following Monday. Your 

support is appreciated. 

RE 
(taught by 

Mrs Coombe) 

Our first topic is focused on the Creation from both 

religious and scientific perspectives and reflecting on 

whether these views are conflicting or complementary. 

After half term, we will focus on learning more about 

Islam and more specifically what it is like to be a muslin 

in Britain. This will be supported by a visit to the Islamic 

exhibition in Birmingham.  

You can support your child at home by 

discussing what they have learnt in school and 

reflecting with them on their thoughts and 

feelings.  
RE homework will be set every week to be 

returned the following Monday to be shared 

in class and inserted into their R.E. books.  

Computing 
(taught by 

Mrs Monk) 

We will be developing our coding skills using the 

programs Scratch and Kodu to create simple games. We 

will also reinforce ways of keeping ourselves safe online. 

Discussions surrounding e-safety will reinforce 

the messages children receive at school. 

Children can access Scratch via the internet to 

practise their programming (scratch.mit.edu). 

Please note that the tool is available to use 

without creating a 'login' and we would advise 

that children should not be registering for the 

site. 

PE 
(taught by 

Mrs Monk) 

We will be visiting the local swimming pool for the first 

half term with 6 sessions commencing on 6th September. 

Mrs Monk will work with the children firstly on tennis 

skills and then on netball sills.  Please make sure 

children have their kit in school every Wednesday 

Please make sure your child has their named PE 

kit in school on these days and for any clubs 

they participate in. Swimming kits will be 

required on Friday for the first 6 weeks of 

term. We are bound by the centre rules 

regarding use of the pool and if possible would 

suggest ear studs are not worn on these days as 

these may need to be removed. 

Geography

/ History 
(taught by 

Miss Todd) 

Our Explorers topic has a predominantly geographical 

focus. We will develop our understanding of world 

geography and our map skills. Using various historical 

examples, we will follow the routes of different 

explorers and consider the reasons for exploration and 

the impact this has had on our world. 

There should be ample opportunity for your 

children to talk about the topic and connect it 

to their own or your experiences or knowledge 

of the world.  

Homework is set approximately once a 

fortnight (not the same week as science) and 

should be returned the following week. 

Where a project is set, additional time and 

guidance will be given. 

Art/DT 
(taught by 

Miss Todd) 

Art will be related to our topic and English work. 

Initially, we will develop drawing skills by looking at birds 

of prey and how to create form and texture in drawing 

feathers, eyes and claws. We will look at the art of the 

countries we study in our Explorers topic. Closer to 

Christmas, we will contribute to winter artwork for the 

transformation of the hall. 

 

An oversized shirt or T-shirt is a good idea to 

protect school uniforms during our messier 

lessons. These can be stored at school until 

needed. 

Music 
(taught by 

Miss Todd) 

Music takes us to Brazil: expect singing, rhythms, body 

percussion and a spot of dancing too. Through our work 

on samba and maracatu we will also learn how these 

musical traditions have their roots in the music and 

religion of the African slaves who were taken to Brazil 

by the Portuguese. 

 

There are plenty of opportunities to develop 

music both within and outside of school. Ask if 

this is something you want more information on 

- I can try to direct you further!  

PSHE 
(taught by 

Miss Todd) 

At the start of the year, we focus on exploring issues 

related to new beginnings. We take ownership for the 

type of experience we want to have in the classroom by 

You might talk with children about their day and 

any challenges and successes they have had and 

how these are handled. 



drawing up our own class rules. We will consider ways of 

keeping calm and developing resilience. 

 

French 
(taught by 

Mrs Coombe) 

Children will have weekly French lessons focused on 

learning new vocabulary and using these French words 

and expressions in conversations (speaking and listening) 

We will also be covering some grammatical rules and 

learn to read and write in French.  

If you can speak French, practising at home 

with your child is great. If you cannot speak 

French, see if they can teach you some words 

or phrases! 

 

As you can see, lots of exciting things to look forward to this term and further information is available on the 

website. Should you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me. I am gradually matching 

parents to children but if I have not yet met you, do come and say hello in the playground one morning or 

afternoon.  
 

Yours sincerely 

 

Joanna Todd 

 

 

It is lovely to be back with the children I taught 3 years ago and be part of their Year 6 journey. If you have any 

questions, don’t hesitate to ask me on Monday mornings in the playground.    

 

Kind regards 

 

Mrs Coombe 

 

 


