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Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

 

Welcome to the start of a new school year, I hope you all had a wonderful summer. The Autumn term gets off to an exciting 

start with our Explorers topic, providing lots of opportunity for cross-curricular work and exploration of our own. 

 

English 

 

We will begin the term reading The Explorer by Katherine Rundell. The book provides a wealth of opportunity for both fiction 

and non-fiction writing, all the while being a focus for developing our literary skills such as spelling, grammar and punctuation. 

On a Friday, children will have the opportunity to apply the skills they’ve learnt during the week by creating their own fiction 

story inspired by The Explorer. Further reading and writing opportunities will come from texts and stimuli linked to our 

Explorers topics and in science and RE. Children will be developing their fluency and confidence in writing across a range of 

genres and for different audiences, adapting language accordingly. We will focus on becoming increasingly independent with our 

writing and therefore children will be encouraged to use Purple Polish Pens after they have finished their writing on a Friday to 

edit and improve their language and ensure that spelling and punctuation is accurate.   

 

Grammar Homework will usually be set from the Schofield and Sims Books on a Friday to be returned by the following 

Wednesday. Children will receive a half termly spelling sheet which is broken down into weekly words lists. Each list includes 

statutory words and spelling rule words. Children will be tested on their weekly spelling list on a Friday.  

 

Please encourage children to learn their spellings, noticing use of spelling patterns, root words and to read regularly and widely. 

Discussion about what children are reading is incredibly useful in developing their comprehension and inference skills.   
  

 

Maths 
 

The term will begin with a strong emphasis on place value and the decimal system in general. A good understanding of this will 

support us as we move on to the four number operations including mental and written calculations. Once mastered we will then 

attempt to master addition and subtraction, some relevant statistics, further our knowledge of multiplication and division, and 

finish with perimeter and area. Further in-depth information about the areas covered is available on the school's website. 
  
Much of the Year 5 curriculum presumes a solid and fluent grasp of ‘times tables’ to x12. Although we will practise these at 

school with a focus on associated facts, regular practice at home will really support the work we do in school and help your child 

develop fluency and confidence across many different maths areas. It is already clear that many children put real effort into 

this in Year 4 and it really is worth it! 
  
Children will again be set weekly homework from the Schofield and Sims books. The content of this will vary between 

consolidating and revisiting prior topics to being an extension of our weeks maths lessons. Using jottings and working outs is 

strongly encouraged and we will reinforce this message in class. The homework will be set on a Friday and should be returned 

the following Wednesday. 
 

Subject Information How You Can Help 

Science 
(taught by 

Mrs Coombe) 

We begin by looking at Earth and Space and understanding 

the relationship between the Sun, the planets and more 

particularly Earth and the Moon. A visit to the National Space 

Centre will further enhance children’s learning and will link 

with our Explorers topic. After half term, we will be moving 

onto Chemistry as children will be investigating the properties 

of materials (hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity 

and magnetism) as well as looking at changes in materials 

(reversible and irreversible) 

 

Talking to your children about what has been 

learnt and relating it to the living world 

experienced on a daily basis. 

Watch some documentaries on Space with 

them (the latest ‘Planets’ series by Professor 

Brian Cox is superb, albeit a little complicated 

at times!)  

Visit the Think Tank museum in Birmingham … 

RE Our first topic is focused on the Creation from both religious You can support your child at home by 



(taught by 

Mrs Coombe) 
and scientific perspectives and reflecting on whether these 

views are conflicting or complementary. After half term, we 

will focus on learning more about Islam and more specifically 

what it is like to be a Muslim in Britain. This will be supported 

by a visit to the Islamic exhibition in Birmingham.  

discussing what they have learnt in school and 

reflecting with them on their thoughts and 

feelings.  

 

Geography

/ History 

Our Explorers topic has a predominantly geographical focus, 

allowing us to look at different continents and their climates 

and features as well as oceans and trade routes. We will do 

map work, looking at journeys of famous explorers and plotting 

our own and will also consider the reasons for exploration and 

the impact this has had on our world. 

There should be ample opportunity for your 

children to talk about the topic and connect it 

to their own or your experiences or knowledge 

of the world.  

 

 
In accordance with St Lawrence homework policy in Upper Key Stage 2, every week, one Science or R.E. or Topic homework 

will be set (only one homework from one of these 3 subjects per week, on a rota, approximately every three weeks) and should 

be returned the following week. Where a ‘project’ is set, sufficient time and guidance will be given at the time. 

Computing 
(taught by 

Mr Delaney) 

I will work with children this term using 'Scratch' to create 

and debug codes. We will use computing skills across the 

curriculum, including to research and present findings in 

different ways. Online Safety will permeate our computer use 

with a particular focus on knowing which internet resources 

and downloads can be used safely. 

Discussions surrounding online safety will 

reinforce the messages children receive at 

school. Children can access Scratch via the 

internet to practise their programming 

(scratch.mit.edu). Please note that the tool is 

available to use without creating a 'login' and 

we would advise that children should not be 

registering for the site. 

PE PE will be on a Thursday and Friday afternoon. For the first 

half term, Children will be revisiting and developing their 

racquet skills from last year. We will be playing both Tennis 

and Badminton. In addition, children will be developing invasion 

game skills through Tag Rugby. After half term, we will be 

developing our match skills in Netball and children will be 

going swimming on a Friday morning.  

Please make sure your child has their named 

PE kit in school on these days and for any 

clubs they participate in. 

Children may wish to bring joggers/tracksuit 

bottoms and a separate PE jumper/jacket for 

the colder months. A plastic bag is also often 

useful for wet shoes/clothes.  

Art/DT Art will be related to our topic and English work. Initially, we 

will be looking at drawing landscapes from a variety of 

places around the world. This will lead into a focus on drawing 

and investigating the diverse wildlife on our planet. We will 

look at the art of the countries we study in our explorer’s 

topic. Closer to Christmas, we will contribute to winter 

artwork for the transformation of the hall. 

An oversized shirt or T-shirt is a good idea to 

protect school uniforms during our messier 

lessons. These can be stored at school until 

needed. 

Music We will be experiencing and having the opportunity to engage 

with music from around the world through song and dance. 

Children will get the chance to compose and perform their own 

music for varying styles.  

Giving opportunities for children to listen to a 

wide variety of music and to sing and move to 

music will help build a sense of rhythm and 

pitch as well as hopefully develop a love of 

music. 

PSHE At the start of the year, we focus on exploring issues related 

to new beginnings and school rules. We will discuss the rules 

that we have in our society and why they are important. After 

half term, we will have a focus on Going for Goals, setting and 

working toward targets for ourselves that ensure we make the 

most of every opportunity and be the best that we can be.  

You might talk with children about their day 

and any challenges and successes they have 

had and how these are handled. 

French 
(taught by 

Mrs Coombe) 

Children will have weekly French lessons focussing on learning 

new vocabulary and using these French words and expressions 

in conversations (speaking and listening) We will  also be 

covering some grammatical rules and learn to read and write in 

French. We will also be reading ‘The Little Prince’ by Antoine 

de St Exupéry as it links with our science and topic theme.  

If you can speak French, practising at home 

with your child is great. If you cannot speak 

French, see if they can teach you some words 

or phrases! 

 
As you can see, it looks set to be a packed and exciting term both inside and outside the classroom. Should you have any 

questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

Ed Shillitoe 

eshillitoe@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk 

http://scratch.mit.edu/

