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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

We hope you had a wonderful summer and managed to share quality time with your families. It is fantastic to have 

our new Class 3, who have entered Key Stage 2 with such a positive attitude and are responding very well to the 

new systems and challenges this is bringing. Thank you for providing them with the equipment they need – they 

were all rightfully proud of their pencil cases. 
 

Detailed below are the curriculum areas we are covering this term and ideas of how you can help your child through 

homework and other activities. 

 
 

English 

Children will experience a wide variety of writing and genres across the term. They have already 

been enthused by our first book, ‘Meerkat Mail’, which is enabling them to transition into KS2 

English: looking at many different reading and writing opportunities (an emotional journey, 

newspaper recount, letters, diary entries, non-fiction research, story planning and writing).  

We will also look at ‘Weslandia’ by Paul Fleischman where children will make predictions, describe a 

character and eventually retelling the story in their own words. We will begin by creating a non-

chronological report, published as a brochure for Weslandia itself, using planning models and 

information from and inferred from the text. I also hope to eventually create our own civilization, 

based on Weslandia. Whilst grammar and spelling objectives are embedded throughout, we will use 

some additional texts, linked to our topic, to consolidate learning.  

Children will also discover different poem structures such as cinquains and haikus and will enjoy 

reading and writing humorous poems about teachers and school life. A focus will persist on the use 

of powerful verbs, adverbs and prepositions to create impact.  

 

Every child will have an extended creative writing session on a Friday that will have a strong emphasis on using 

the spellings and strategies they will have been taught each week and across the term.  
 

To help your child at home please listen to your child read as much as possible as this affects every area of the 

curriculum. We will have guided reading sessions on four days each week and your child will have many occasions to 

read throughout the week in various subjects. In KS2, children are encouraged to become independent in their 

reading choices and are asked to select their own reading books within a certain reading band once they have 

finished reading a book. It is our aim to get children reading a wide variety of texts and greatly value any 

comments you make in their reading record. As with homework, these should be taken home every night and 

brought back the following morning.  Every Monday, there is an opportunity for a reward and regular readers will 

be celebrated each half term with a treat.   
  

Please ensure your child completes any homework set by their teachers. On Monday, we will set spellings to 

learn and they will be tested the following week.  

 
 

Maths  

This term, we will be placing an emphasis on developing and improving children’s skills in understanding place value, 

applying this knowledge confidently and using the four rules of number (addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division); these skills will then be transferred into other areas allowing opportunity for children to complete maths 

investigations as part of their lessons. The autumn term is also focused on securing quick recall of key number 

facts.  
 

Please encourage your child to complete any homework which will be based on work covered during the weekly 

lessons. This will allow them to secure their knowledge. (Set on a Thursday and handed in by the following Tuesday) 

Help with times tables is also extremely valuable. There will be an emphasis on particular times tables and 

children will have the opportunity to take part in a Times table Challenge.  
 

 



 

 

RE 

 

This half term we are studying Christianity, particularly Creation.  After half term, we will be finding out about 

Hinduism and will have the opportunity to visit a Mandir. 

Offer children the opportunity to read books, use the computer to find out information and time to share their 

views with you. 

Science In Science, during this half-term we will be looking at forces 

and magnets.  We will look at how things move and the effect 

of forces on them.  We will observe and make predictions 

about different materials and magnets.  After half term, we 

will be looking at the dietary needs of animals and humans. 

If you have access to the internet, any research or 

science games linking to the topic, would help 

further their knowledge. 

 

Topic 

 

 

Our Autumn topic this year is Explorers. We have already started to learn about the layout of the world in 

terms of continents, oceans and larger seas - as well as natural movements around the world. We hope to look at 

some key areas of the world and what they are best known for. We will focus on some of the routes that a 

range of explorers used and what they might have looked for. Correspondingly looking into the reasons why 

people explored – fame, to prove theories, to become rich and to spread faith/religion as missionaries. (How did 

Christian missionaries bring hope to people in new lands?) We will learn how Explorers changed the world in 

terms of what we know about it, how the world trades today, where we go on holiday and how countries became 

powerful. We will finish by looking at the life of an explorer in detail and investigating the role they played in 

history.  

Art/DT We have already started with looking at journeys inspired by the artist Paul Klee. We will then move onto an in-

depth look at Seurat and Pointillism. Georges Seurat was an exceptional talent who sparked a revolutionary new 

painting technique and inspired an art movement. Seurat's theories led him to develop Pointillism, which was a 

vibrantly different artistic style where paintings were comprised of tiny colourful dots. 

This will be followed by Christmas cooking later on in the term.  

Music I am delighted to inform you that Warwickshire Music Hub will be sending an additional teacher to help 

deliver brass 'UpBeat' sessions to our class. UpBeat follows on from a grand legacy of whole class 

instrumental programmes going back to 2002 when the government pledged that over time - all pupils in 

primary schools who wish to, will have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument. There are so many 

benefits to having this programme in schools which are identified in the UpBeat Handbook (available 

from Warwickshire Music). 

PE PE will take place on Tuesday and Fridays.  Children will take 

part in net games (coordination skills, balance) led by Mr 

Delaney and invasion games (tag rugby) led by Coventry Rugby 

Club staff. 

Please make sure your child has their PE kit in 

school and that it is clearly named to avoid 

confusion. 

Computing We will be starting to look at programming. The children will 

use various programs to develop their understanding of using 

commands to make something happen. We will reinforce       

online safety rules. We will also use the laptops for research 

in different curriculum areas and make links where 

appropriate.  

If possible, children would 

benefit from developing 

their keyboard skills. Please 

help us to reinforce the very 

important rules of online 

safety. 

PSHE In our PSHE lessons, we will be thinking about new beginnings, 

in addition to setting up the rules and routines for our 

classroom. Children have thought about different ways they 

can be helpful in the class and have applied and been appointed 

for various jobs.  

 

Encourage your child to discuss their day with you 

thinking about challenges and successes.  Help them 

to consider different ways of dealing with any 

issues that might arise. 

MFL 

 

Children will learn to understand and give instructions in 

French, count to 12 and introduce themselves in French. They 

will also learn colours, days of the week, months and seasons in 

French. Emphasis is on oral skills (listening and talking) but 

children may also learn to read and write French words.  

 

(Additional information about the curriculum is also on the school website) 
 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any concerns or uncertainties. If you prefer a face-to-face meeting, 

please check with the office if we are free before or after school and make an appointment. We will always do our 

best to be available. Finally, we look forward to meeting you on the forthcoming Open Evening.  
 

Kind regards,  

S. Delaney and J. Monk  
(Class Teachers) 

 

sdelaney@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk      jmonk@stlawrenceprimaryschool.co.uk 
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