
New National Curriculum – History and Geography KS1 
 

Year  Autumn Term 
 

Spring Term Summer Term 

A Events beyond living memory – Castles 
 

Children will be taught: 
• Similarities and differences between ways 

of life in different periods – 
medieval/Elizabethan England and today. 

• What life was like living in a castle, inc 
important people within a castle. 

• Why castles were built. 
• How castles shaped the landscape of 

England. 
• How castles were built for defense. 
• The life of Queen Elizabeth I – key events 

in her life, how did she influence Britain?  
What happened in Britain during her reign? 

 
Skills children will be taught: 
• To use appropriate vocabulary to describe 

castles and life within a castle.   
• To ask and answer questions about castles 

and Queen Elizabeth I. 
• To use a variety of sources to research 

castle life – books, internet, objects, visit 
to Kenilworth Castle. 

• To use comprehension skills to answer 
questions about castles. 

 
Children to study an ethical question –  
 
Who looks after how historic buildings? 
 
 

All Over the UK (inc Napton and UK weather) 
 

Children will be taught: 
• The names of the four countries of the 

UK. 
• To locate these four countries and identify 

characteristics. 
• To name the capital cities of the four 

countries. 
• To identify seasonal and daily weather 

patterns of the UK. 
• To locate where Napton is situated within 

the UK. 
• To look at the physical feature of Napton 

and the surrounding area – canal, hill, local 
rivers, natural well, etc 

• To look at the human features of Napton 
and the surrounding area – school, post 
office, windmill, local towns, main roads, 
etc. 

 
Skills children will be taught: 
• To use atlases to identify countries within 

the UK and its position in the world. 
• To use aerial photos to recognize 

landmarks and human and physical 
features. 

• To use directional language. 
• To draw simple maps, with keys.   
• To use fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the school and its grounds. 

Under the Sea (inc. continents) 
 

Children will be taught: 
• which seas surround the UK. 
• Name and locate the seven continents of 

the world. 
• Name and locate the five oceans of the 

world. 
• Location of the equator – looking at hot 

and cold areas of the world, particularly 
oceans. 

• Different habitats within the ocean – polar 
seas, coral reefs, seashore, etc. 

• Which animals are suited for particular 
environments.     

• About the different layers of the ocean – 
sunlight zone, twilight zone, midnight zone. 

• The life of an ocean explorer – eg Captain 
Cook, Magellan or Jacques-Yves Cousteau.  
Children will study key events in their lives 
and why there are remembered. 

 
Skills children will be taught: 
• To use world maps, atlases and globes to 

study continents, oceans and the equator. 
• To use simple compass directions. 
• To use a variety of sources to research 

oceans. 
• To ask and answer questions about an 

ocean explorer. 
 
 



E.g. 
English Heritage 
National Trust 
Historic England 
 
 
 
 

• To use fieldwork skills to study the village 
of Napton. 

 
Children to study an ethical question –  
 
How are our local churches cared for?   
What role does the local church play in the 
community?  
How are refugees welcomed to our country and 
where are they welcomed?  
 
E.g. 
The Churches Conservation Trust 
The Church of England 
Carriers of Hope 

 

Children to study an ethical question –  
 
What impact are humans having on marine 
environments? How do people make a 
difference? 
 
E.g. 
Marine Conservation Society 
Sea Shepherd UK 
WWF 

 
 

B London (inc. Fire of London) –  
 

Children will be taught: 
• To locate and name the four countries of 

the UK. 
• To locate London on a map of the UK. 
• To study the River Thames as it flows 

through London – look at where it starts in 
the UK and ends. 

• To study human features of London – 
famous landmarks. 

• To look at transport within London. 
• To compare life in modern London to life in 

1666. 
• About the Great Fire of London – events of 

the fire, how we know what happened, 
effects of the fire on London. 

• About Samuel Pepys diary.  
• About Christopher Wren and his part in 

rebuilding London after the fire. 

Events within living memory - When my 
Grandparents were young. . . (inc Moon 

landing)  
 

Children will be taught: 
• About life in the 1960, 1970 and 1980. 
• About changes in technology during these 

times. 
• To compare fashions through the years and 

compare them to modern fashion. 
• To look at toys of their grandparents and 

compare them to modern toys. 
• The Space Race – children will look at the 

Space Race and study the keys events. 
• The life of Neil Armstrong – what was his 

impact on the world?  Key events in his life 
and why we remember him. 

 
Skills children will be taught: 
• To use a variety of sources for research – 

books, Internet etc. 

Where in the World? (China/India) 
 

Children will be taught: 
• To locate and name the seven continents. 
• To locate China/India within a map of the 

continent.   
• To locate capital city on a map of 

China/India. 
• To locate major physical features – 

mountains, rivers, lakes, deserts etc. 
• To identify surrounding seas and oceans. 
• To locate countries that border 

China/India. 
• To look at life within China/India and to 

compare and contrast life in rural and 
urban areas.   

• To compare and contrast life in 
China/India with life in England. 

• To study weather within China/India. 
• To investigate animals and habitats. 



• Children may also study Guy Fawkes and 
the Gunpowder plot. 
 

Skills children will be taught: 
• To use a map of the UK to locate London 

and the River Thames. 
• To use a map of London to locate major 

landmarks. 
• To look at photographs of London in the 

past and compare them to photos of 
modern London. 

• Use a variety of sources to find out about 
the fire of London – books, Internet, 
objects. 

• To use eyewitness accounts to find out 
about the Great Fire.   

• Interview skills to use eyewitness accounts 
for events that occurred/what it was like. 

 
 
 

• To study major landmarks – e.g. Great Wall 
of China or Taj Mahal. 

• To look at different foods, clothes and 
traditions. 
 

Skills children will be taught: 
• To use an atlas to locate continents, 

countries and capital cities. 
• To study aerial photos of China/India. 
• To look at photos of chosen urban and 

rural areas. 
• To use websites to research life living in 

these countries.    
 
Children to study an ethical question –  
 
What is life like in rural India/China?  How 
does this compare to life in Napton? 
What support is there for people in need in 
India/China? 
How do people make a difference? 
E.g.   
Christian Aid 
Sal’s Shoes 
Save the Children 

 
Lives of a significant individual from the past should be studied each term, with a comparison of life in different periods.  The individual 
studied does not have to be the above, but will ideally link to the topic.     


