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A happy church school that nurtures the unique talents of individuals and brings them together so that  
‘they will soar on wings like eagles’ (Isaiah 40:31) 

Another wonderful week of hard work and enthusiasm across the school.  Well done to everyone. We have been thwarted by staff 
illness this week but have pulled together, with the help of cover staff, to ensure there was no  break in our learning.  The second 
table tennis table has been played with non-stop at lunch time. There were even some doubles games taking place.  
 
The Big Garden Birdwatch is this weekend. If you have an hour to spare, get spotting. There is information on Google Classroom and 
later in this journal.  Mr D will be running a parent workshop for Y4 on Tuesday 27th Jan at 15:30.  A must for all Y4 parents. 
 
Good luck to our Netball Team who are visiting Kingsley School on Wednesday afternoon for some league matches.  
 
Lots to look forward to over the coming weeks including 3 author visits, (don’t forget to pre-order your books) a Shakespeare Expe-
rience day and exciting school trips. More details to follow.  
 
MrsÊEvans,ÊOfϐiceÊAdminÊÊ(GuestÊwriterÊforÊ1ÊweekÊonly!) 
 

Today’sÊStarsÊofÊtheÊWeek: 
ÊÊÊÊÊÊ 
 
ReceptionÊ-ÊRosie F 
(pictured centre) 
holding Steggy who is 
very much looking 
forward to a weekend  
sleepover at Rosie’s 
house. What will they 
get up to? Mrs George 
cannot wait to hear.  

ÊÊÊ 
 

ÊÊÊYearÊ1Ê-ÊRileyÊS 
 
ÊÊÊYearÊ2—WilliamÊC 
 
ÊÊÊYearÊ3Ê-ÊClaraÊÊH 
 
ÊÊÊYearÊ4—Emrys 
 
ÊÊÊYearÊ5—ÊJacobÊS 
 
ÊÊÊYearÊ6—RosieÊW 

 
WellÊdoneÊtoÊourÊBronzeÊandÊSilverÊ 
ÊTeamÊPointÊCertiϐicateÊwinners: 

BRONZE:ÊHarvey (Y3), Matthew (Y3) and Finley (Y2) 
SILVER:ÊÊRupert (YR) and Charles (YR) (top) 

 
And Aidan 
(Y1) (left) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AndÊwellÊdoneÊtoÊourÊpupilsÊcelebratingÊtheirÊ 
extra-curricularÊactivitiesÊthisÊweek:ÊÊ 

 
Amelia (Y2) for achieving  
her Level 3 and 10 metre 

badge in swimming.  
 

 Archie (Y3) for being Player 
of the Match in Football. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Neve (Y5) for passing Grade 1 
Flute and Amy (Y5) for  
passing Grade 2 Flute.  

Both passed with Merit.  
Well done!!  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RafϐleÊTicketÊWinners: 
Ronnie (Y6), Olive (Y6)  

and Tommy (Y4) 
 
 

LastÊweek,ÊweÊ
wereÊdelight-
edÊtoÊreceiveÊ
aÊdonationÊofÊ
£100ÊfromÊtheÊ

NaptonÊ 
GuisersÊ(FolkÊ
Group)ÊtoÊuseÊ
towardsÊSENÊ
equipment.Ê 
ThankÊyouÊtoÊ 
GrahamÊHallÊ

forÊ 
facilitatingÊ

this.Ê 



LittleÊLawrences:Ê This week we have used the Story 'If I had a polar bear' by Alex Barrow to inspire the children as we 
learnt about Polar Bears and how they live. The children have learnt about how Polar bears have fur that is transparent and that 
they stand on 2 feet to scare predators. Our learning intent has been to explore positional language and we started to embed this 
knowledge through our play. One of our favourite activities was when the children ϐirst had to identify how many stomps the po-
lar bear made on the drum and then identify the iceberg with the numeral on, matching the stomp. This proved tricky but engag-
ing and all children were keen to show their skills; they then used the drums to explore beat and effect. This week some of the 
'wows' we are celebrating are for Ben who has begun to express his wants and interests with the adults more; Tommy J has been 
a great friend and always tries to include offers and Elsie informs us she slept in her own bed all night!! Next week we are turn our 
attention to Birds.  
 
Reception:ÊThis week Reception have enjoyed reading the story of 'The Great Pet Sale' amongst others based around our 
Amazing Animal topic. They have been learning about 'one less' in maths, singing the song 'Five Little Speckled Frogs' and making 
5 in different ways using double sided counters and other manipulatives. In their free play the children have been very busy with 
some making wedding dresses and mermaids tails and others ϐinding worms and spiders in the garden. They have written about 
their favourite animals and have learnt some dance ,moves in PE, counting and moving to an 8 beat rhythm. 
 
YearÊ1: Year 1 have had such a joyful and creative week, and we’re so proud of everything they’ve achieved. The children 
have loved stepping into the paws of Bunting the cat as they wrote their own diary entries inspired by Lost in the Toy Museum, 
and they showed wonderful imagination throughout. They have also been busy drawing and painting toys with great care and 
enthusiasm, ϐilling our classroom with colour. In RE, we explored why rules matter and how our own worldviews shape the choic-
es we make, leading to some thoughtful class discussions. As part of our topic work, the children sorted old and new toys and 
impressed us with their curiosity and careful thinking. It’s been a week full of hard work, creativity and smiles, and we couldn’t be 
prouder of them. 
 
YearÊ2: Year 2 were very excited to discover the next Victorian artefact that Sue Watkins had to show us this week. The 
warming pan for the bed provided some great ideas from the children.  Lots of us thought it was deϐinitely for cooking but the 
handle was far too long! We were also fascinated to see the tools carved so carefully from animal bones. In English, we challenged 
the children to learn our poem The Owl and the Pussycat by heart.  Well done to all those who performed it with such enthusiasm 
and conϐidence. In maths, we have been tackling tricky problem solving with money, making totals and ϐinding change. Any fur-
ther practise of this at home would be really beneϐicial. In science, we continued to learn about habitats.  We also talked about the 
Big Garden Birdwatch which takes place this weekend. We hope you have great fun spotting the birds in your gardens. 
 
YearÊ3: Year 3 have had a great week this week! We have been writing our newspaper reports using our text, Cinderella 
of the Nile. The class have had a really good go at including a direct quote with speech punctuation. In maths, we have been con-
tinuing our multiplication and division learning. We have been linking related facts this week and multiplying 2 digit numbers by 
1 digit numbers. In science, we have been learning about the human skeleton and in topic we learnt about Howard Carter and his 
discovery of Tutankhamun's tomb. The class asked so many interesting questions in our topic lesson and are really thinking like 
historians! In PSHE we discussed risks and dangers and ways to reduce putting ourselves at risk to stay safe. It has been another 
busy week full of hard work! 
 
YearÊ4:ÊYear 4 have shown their maturity and resilience this week as they welcomed cover teachers into their class on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. On Wednesday Mr Snook bravely returned to school but unfortunately illness got the better of 
him again. Year 4 were lucky enough to have Miss Shepherd teaching them on Friday.  What a treat! In guided reading they have 
continued with their learning on Ancient Greece, Mythology and Gods. In English they have been learning about Determiners 
(words that can come before a noun such as “the” and “my”) In maths they have been multiplying 3 digit numbers by 1 and then 
by 2 digits. In computing they were writing and repeating algorithms, learning colours in their German lesson, discovering in R.E 
who founded Christianity and where it was founded, and drew images of Jesus to reϐlect how they imagine Jesus to look with an 
emphasis on Christianity. In art they learnt about Greek sculptures and pottery then tried their hands at colouring images of vases 
and Gods. On Tuesday morning I could hear from the ofϐice how well they are all progressing in their class brass lesson but later 
made the mistake of trying to get through the hall whilst a VERY energetic and loud game of dodgeball was taking place!  
Mrs	Evans	on	behalf	of	Y4	staff. 
 
YearÊ5:ÊYear 5 have explored a few different ways to multiply numbers this week and challenged themselves, started to 
write biographies about an astronaut of their choice alongside our continued study of The	Jamie	Drake	Equation, learned about life 
in Britain before the Romans, dived into songwriting, sung and moved to a new song, and developed their understanding of revo-
lution and rotation in the solar system! They're loving their badminton sessions on Friday with George, and settling well into our 
new classroom layout. Well done, Year 5 - you've been brilliant this week!   
 
YearÊ6:ÊYear 6 have ϐinished reading Rain Player, and this has driven much excitement and intrigue about the Ancient 
Maya. In English, we wrote a newspaper report for The Yucatan News, crafting headlines, strong openings and clear conclusions 
while using fronted adverbials for when, where and how, alongside the passive voice, and ending with quotes from Pik and Chac 
gathered through hot seating. We then revisited the story to identify themes, ranking their relevance and producing concise book 
reviews aimed at encouraging new readers. This fed into summarising learning through mind maps, drawing on the author’s 
notes and sharing facts in a lively marketplace of ideas. Research continued with the question of what the Maya ever did for us, as 
groups took responsibility for areas such as astronomy, agriculture, architecture and chocolate, becoming experts and preparing 
to report back. In Science, we explored adaptation, ϐirst looking at how plants such as cacti survive dry conditions, then how ani-
mals are adapted to their environments, building clear explanations of features and function. PSHE focused on friendships and 
how positive relationships support learning. In Maths, we complete the usual ϐlashbacks and started a new unit on ratio, including 
ratio language, symbols, links to fractions and scale drawing. We're certainly has a very busy week, with plenty of thinking and the 
occasional headline that may have slightly oversold the match result. 
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Penny (Y5) competed at London International and was placed in every class. Well done Penny! All your 
hard work is deϐinitely paying off and we are all so proud of your achievements.  

Over the New Year, Kaisan (Y2) spent time in Finland with Dad’s family. Mum says:  
“Kaisan	had	a	ball	with	his	grandmother,	aunts,	uncles	&	cousins.	It	was	absolutely	beautiful	and	super	 
magical,	but	-20	is	a	tad	cold	for	us	southern	softies,	it	was	-13	one	day	and	actually	quite	pleasant.	It	is	
amazing	what	you	can	get	used	to!”		Thank you for sharing these fabulous photos, they really are magical! 

Cara (Y2) went to see Cirque du Soleil at the Royal Albert Hall recently and Cara was keen to share some 
of her photos. It looks like a fantastic show. Thanks for sharing! 

A huge thank you to Mrs Sue Watkins for bringing in her Victorian artefacts to show to Y2 this week. Mrs 
Watkins is a wonderful supporter of the school and kindly volunteers to read with the children each week 



 

TheÊWeekÊAheadÊ-Êw/cÊ26thÊJanuaryÊ2026 
MondayÊ26thÊJanuaryÊ2026 
 

09:30 Hymn practice with the whole school. Members of the orchestra should bring their instruments to school on Mon-
days, there is no need to come into school early. Mrs Merrick will collect children from class after morning registration.  
 

TuesdayÊ27thÊJanuaryÊ2026 
 

09:30: Year 4 will have their class brass lesson today with Mrs Pugh in the hall. This will be for an hour  
every Tuesday for the whole of the academic year.  
 
15:30: Mr D’s Y4 MTC Workshop. All Y4 parents and carers welcome.  
 

WednesdayÊ28thÊJanuaryÊ2026 
     
ÊÊÊÊ09:30: Whole school assembly in the hall led by Mrs Hanna 
 
    09:30: Invited children leave for IMPROVERS SWIMMING LESSONS   
 
    15:30: Netball League Match at Kingsley School—participants have been contacted 
     
ThursdayÊ29thÊJanuaryÊ2026 
ÊÊÊÊ 
FridayÊ30thÊJanuaryÊ2026Ê 
 

08:45: Orchestra rehearsal in the hall. Please send instruments into school with children for an 08.45 practice before 
celebration assembly. 

 
09:05: Celebration assembly in the hall, everyone is welcome.  Please drop extra curricular awards and certiϐicates into 
the ofϐice for presentation in assembly.   

 
MUSICÊLESSONS:Ê 
 

Monday:ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊLisa Foxwell will be teaching in the Music Room  
        Lisa Foxwell's Flute group will meet in the Hall at 10:30 
 
Tuesday:ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊLisa Foxwell will be teaching in the Music Room  
                           Helen Pugh will be teaching brass in the Hall 
      Seb Foxwell will be teaching in the afternoon in the Music Room 
                   Alex Sinessi will be teaching guitar lessons today in the Sensory Room 
 
Wednesday:ÊÊAlex Sinessi will be teaching guitar lessons today in the Sensory Room 

                        Seb Foxwell will be teaching in the afternoon in the Music Room 
 
Thursday:ÊÊÊÊEmma Benson will be taking violin lessons from 11:20 in the Sensory Room  
                    (There	is	currently	in-adequate	sign	up	for	violin	lessons	to	continue) 

                            Jacob Tanner will be in school taking drum lessons in Room 11 
                            Lisa Foxwell’s Flute Quartet group will meet in the Music Room at lunchtime 

Friday:ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊLisa Foxwell will be teaching in the Music Room 
       Lisa Foxwell’s Recorder group will meet in the Hall at 10:30  
                            Lisa Foxwell’s Clarinet Quartet group will meet in the Music Room at lunchtime 
 
PEÊLESSONS:Ê 

Reception:ÊThursday AM,  

YearÊ1: Wednesday PM (plus forest school kit for Fridays),  

YearÊ2: Tuesday PM and Friday AM,  

YearÊ3: Monday PM and Thursday PM ,  

YearÊ4: Monday PM and Wednesday PM ,  

YearÊ5: Tuesday PM and Friday PM, YearÊ6: Thursday PM and Friday PM 
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MessageÊfromÊtheÊChildren’sÊCommissioner—ÊDameÊRachelÊdeÊSouza:Ê 

I am writing to inform you that I have recently published a new guide, What I wish my parents or carers knew: A 
guide for parents on managing children’s digital lives. 

Supporting children’s safety is a shared responsibility between families, schools and wider society. For parents and 
carers, this responsibility has become increasingly complex as children’s lives are now deeply intertwined with the 
digital world. Many parents face difϐicult decisions about how to balance protecting children from online harm with 
enabling access to spaces that are now central to learning, socialising and play. 

The last time I published a guide like this, The things I wish my parents had known: Young people’s advice on talk-
ing to your child about online sexual harassment, in December 2021, it was to help parents and carers navigate dif-
ϐicult conversations about sexual harassment online. This guide is different in scope, in recognition of the complex, 
rapidly evolving landscape in which children – and parents – are navigating. It focuses on the challenge of managing 
children’s everyday online habits. 

This guide was written with the direct involvement of children in England. It is a reϐlection of their views. My ofϐice 
visited schools to speak to teenagers, and spoke to my Youth Ambassadors and Youth Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities (SEND) Panel to get their expertise on what works and what doesn’t work between parents or car-
ers and children in the 21st Century. 

When I speak to children about what they would do differently when it comes to being online, with the beneϐit of 
hindsight, I ask them: would they give a smartphone to their own teenager? Almost unanimously, they tell me no. 
They want to be protected from it as long as possible. 

As educators and leaders, you play a vital role in supporting parents and carers to navigate these challenges. Re-
sponses to my recent school survey show just how concerned school leaders are about their children’s safety 
online, despite most already taking steps to limit or ban devices from the classroom. Children are clear that they 
value ϐirm, informed and protective boundaries when adults have concerns about the content they are accessing 
online. 

As parents, carers, and educators, our job must begin and end with our children’s care and safety. It’s what they 
expect and what they want from you. 

As one young person told me: “Don’t be afraid to be ϐirm… If you are worried [that] your child is seeing harmful 
content and you don’t know what they’re watching and it’s affecting the behaviour, just take it that you know best – 
they don’t.” 

MessageÊfromÊMrsÊHanna:Ê 

InappropriateÊLanguage: We would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone about the 
importance of using appropriate language while on school grounds, including during drop-off, pick-up, 
and when supervising children on the playground. As adults in our school community, we are all role 
models for the children. They learn not only from what we teach them, but also from what they hear and 
observe around them. For this reason, we ask that conversations and language used on the playground 
and around the school are respectful and suitable for a school environment at all times. 

SicknessÊPolicy:ÊA reminder that our sickness policy is for an exclusion from school of 48 hours 
from the last bout of your child having sickness and/or diarrhoea.  This mirrors the Gov.UK guidelines. If 
a child arrives back at school before they have been absent for 48 hours, they will be sent home.  

UniformÊPolicy:ÊA reminder that our uniform policy is clear on what items may be worn. Please 
click here for the full policy. Across the school there are a lot of children not adhering to the policy espe-
cially where footwear and PE kits are concerned. If you are experiencing any difϐiculty with acquiring 
uniform items please speak to me in conϐidence.   



 

THEÊBIGÊGARDENÊBIRDÊWATCH 
The Big Garden Birdwatch is the world’s largest garden wildlife survey. Every year, hundreds of 
thousands of nature lovers like you take part, helping to build a picture of how garden birds are 

faring. 
 

From 23ÊJanuaryÊtoÊ25ÊJanuaryÊ2026, our school will be taking part in this national citizen 
science project that helps scientists learn more about the birds living in the UK. 

 
You can complete this activity at home with family, or as part of class learning in school. 

 
What to do 

 
 1. Read the attached information and spotter sheets to help identify common UK birds. 

 2. Spend oneÊhourÊwatchingÊbirds (in your garden, school grounds, or a local green 
space) betweenÊ23rdÊandÊ25thÊJanuary, and record the birds that land. 

 3. Count the birds you see and record your results carefully. 
 

If you are able to, you 1hr results can be submitted directly to the RSPB website. Alternatively, 
you may share their ϐindings, here, on Google Classroom, and we will submit them on their be-

half. All results should be shared by 22nd February 2026. 
 

This is a great opportunity to take your learning outdoors, practise careful observation, and 
contribute to a real scientiϐic survey.  

We encourage the whole family to get involved where possible.  

BigÊGardenÊBirdwatch—RSPB 

BigÊGardenÊBirdwatchÊ2025—Newsround 

BigÊGardenÊBirdwatch—IDÊChart 

 

WhatÊwillÊ 

elusiveÊbirdsÊ 

willÊyouÊspot? 

 

GoodÊLuck!Ê 
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Davina Tijani will be visiting Y3 and Y4 on 
Wednesday 28th January.  
 
You can pre-order a copy of her book, 
“Yomi and the Fury of Ninki Naka”, on 
School Money or with cash at the school 
ofϐice.  
 
Sales will close on Monday 26th January. 
 
All pre-orders will be signed by the author.  

Philip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre will be vis-
iting Reception, Y1 and Y2 on  
Wednesday 25th March.   
 
You can pre-order a copy of their book, 
“Adventure Mice”, on School Money or with 
cash at the school ofϐice.  
 
Sales will close on Monday 23rd March.  
 
All pre-orders will be signed by the  
authors.  

Emilie Lauren Jones will be 
visiting the whole of main 
school from Reception up-
wards on Monday 02 
March.  
 
You can pre-order a copy 
of her book, “A Poetic A-Z 
of Awesome animals”, 
here. 
 
This book is not available 
to order via School money 
or the school ofϐice.   
 
All pre-orders will be 
signed by the author.  



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGEÊFROMÊJESSÊFOXWELLÊ 
(DaughterÊofÊLisaÊFoxwell,ÊmusicÊteacher)Ê 

 
I am currently in my ϐinal year of my degree at 
the Royal Northern College of Music and we 
have to create and put on a big project for a 
ϐinal year assessment. I have chosen to put on 
a 12-hour playathon fundraiser to raise money 
for the Hand and Limb Department at Birming-
ham Children’s Hospital. My aim is to provide 
local musicians with a performance platform 
for this day and not only come along and have 
a performance opportunity but also a chance 
to support a great cause in a fun environment. 
Especially for young musicians I believe it’s 
important to create these experiences to in-
spire interest and creativity. As so many of 
your pupils learn a musical instrument or en-
joy music.  
 
Here is a link to the justgiving fundraising page 
and a Google doc sign up page:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1edeCSBnxVnxtBwMrtR2fNZG9rBKW2O2s7oWOgcOsJz8/edit 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/jess-foxwell-1?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL 
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ForÊ25Êyears,Êfamilies,Êprofessionals,ÊandÊinnovatorsÊhaveÊcomeÊtogetherÊhere.ÊJoinÊusÊtoÊseeÊwhatÊmakesÊourÊeventsÊsoÊ
unique! 
 
KidzÊtoÊAdultzÊMiddleÊreturnsÊtoÊCoventryÊBuildingÊSocietyÊArenaÊonÊThursdayÊ12thÊMarchÊ2026, to celebrate this very 
special edition of Kidz to Adultz Middle! 
Next year marks 25ÊyearsÊofÊKidzÊtoÊAdultz, and this milestone event is set to be our biggest and most exciting yet. 
Watching the children who joined our events over the years grow up has been incredibly rewarding. As we celebrate 25 years of 
Kidz to Adultz, we’re expanding our exhibitions to reϐlect and support every step of that journey from childhood to adulthood. 
 
What’sÊnewÊthisÊyear: 

· TransitionÊHubÊ– supporting young people as they move into adulthood, with guidance on education pathways, careers, 
apprenticeships, employment opportunities, and beyond. 

· SpecialÊ25-yearÊcelebrations, with exciting prizes to be won. Including 2x tickets to Take That! 

· PlusÊallÊtheÊfavouritesÊyouÊknowÊandÊlove: 

· AÊwideÊrangeÊofÊexhibitors showcasing the latest products, equipment, and services to support independence and 
improve quality of life. 

· FreeÊCPDÊseminars throughout the day, covering essential topics for healthcare professionals, carers, and families 
– from education and mental health to mobility and transition planning. 

· FunÊforÊallÊtheÊfamily, including our popular Soft Play Area. 

· FunÊ&ÊFeatures:ÊBornÊtoÊPerform - Golden Buzzer Stars from Britain's Got Talent 

· Admission is completelyÊfree, socome along to discover what’s new,                                                                                                  
connect with others, and be part of a milestone year for Kidz to Adultz. 

 

MissÊShepherdÊandÊMrsÊWhiteÊwillÊbeÊattendingÊtheÊeventÊonÊ12thÊMarchÊ2026.Ê 


